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PERCEPTIONS OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES TOWARDS THE EUROPEAN
UNION: THE CASE OF LIBYA

Akdeniz Ulkelerinin Avrupa Birligi'ne Yonelik Algilar:: Libya Ornegi

Emre ERDEMIiR1

Abstract

This article sought to answer the research question of “how is the European Union (EU)
perceived in the outside world as a supranational organization?” Considering this research
question, the study aimed to investigate the perceptions of the EU in the Mediterranean countries,
which are its closest geographical neighbours. In this context, the study aimed to examine the
perceptions of the EU in the Mediterranean region through the example of Libya as a case study.
Libya entered a civil war process with the Arab Spring that started in late 2010, and the country
became a place known for economic and political instability. The article evaluated the EU's policies
regarding developments in the region from the perspective of the Libyan public and elites, starting
from the early periods of the Arab Spring. To reach data on public and elite perceptions, the article
used survey data conducted by research companies. The findings that emerged because of the
survey data showed that Libyans did not have a homogeneous perception of the EU. The Libyan
public evaluated the EU based on economic and humanitarian priorities, while the elites evaluated
the EU more based on political issues in their countries and regions. In conclusion, the argument of
the article is as follows: The normative actor role that the EU has tried to build on the concepts of
the rule of law, democracy and human rights has not found a clear response in Libya. In a country
with political and economic problems, both the public and the elites have prioritized their interests.

Keywords: European Union, Mediterranean, Libya, Perceptions

0z

Bu makale, “supranasyonel bir orgiit olarak Avrupa Birligi'nin (AB) dis diinyada nasil
algilandig1” arastirma sorusuna yanit aramistir. Calisma, bu arastirma sorusunun 1s1ginda AB’nin
cografi olarak en yakin komsusu olan Akdeniz tilkelerindeki algilarini arastirmay1 amaglamistir. Bu
kapsamda calisma, bir vaka incelemesi olarak AB’'nin Akdeniz boélgesindeki algilarim Libya 6rnegi
lizerinden incelemeyi hedeflemistir. Libya, 2010 yilinin sonlarinda baslayan Arap Bahari'yla
birlikte i¢ savas siirecinin icerisine girmis, lilke ekonomik ve siyasi istikrarsizliklarla anilan bir yer
haline gelmistir. Makale, Arap Bahari'nin ilk donemlerinden baslayarak AB’nin bdlgede yasanan
gelismelere dair politikalarini Libya kamuoyu ve elitlerinin géziinden degerlendirmistir. Kamuyou
ve elitalgilarina iliskin verilere ulasmak icin makale, arastirma sirketlerinin yapmis olduklari anket
verilerinden yararlanmistir. Anket verilerinin sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bulgular, Libyalilarin AB’ye
kars1 homojen bir algiya sahip olmadiklarini géstermistir. Libya kamuoyu, ekonomik ve insani
oncelikler iizerinden elitler ise daha ¢ok iilkelerindeki ve bdlgelerindeki siyasi konular tizerinden
bir AB degerlendirmesi yapmislardir. Sonug¢ olarak makalenin argiimani sudur: AB'nin hukukun
tistiinliigli, demokrasi ve insan haklar1 kavramlari tizerinden insa etmeye calistigl normatif aktor
rolii Libya'da net bir karsilik bulamamistir. Siyasi ve ekonomik sorunlarin yasandig bir tilkede hem
kamuyou hem de elitler ¢ikarlarini 6n planda tutmuslardir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Avrupa Birligi, Akdeniz, Libya, Algilar

Introduction

The EU has sui generis characteristics as a supranational organization established after World War
I to create an area of peace, security, and welfare on the European continent. The most important of these
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characteristics is that member states voluntarily transfer some of their national powers to the EU. Member
states avoid transferring their powers such as foreign policy, defence and security to the EU and see these
policy areas as their own interests (Giinugur, 2018). Secondly, what distinguishes the EU from other
international organizations is that it defines itself through normative values. EU norms, which are shaped
around fundamental values such as the rule of law, democracy, respect for human rights and minority rights,
have also become accession criteria for candidate countries wishing to become members of the Union
(European Union, 2025). For this reason, publications defining the EU as a "normative power" or "normative
actor” have taken a wide place in the literature (Manners, 2002; Sjursen, 2006; Forsberg, 2011; Birchfield,
2013; Skolimowska, 2015; Jenichen, 2022).

The EU’s definition of itself or the researchers’ definition of the EU has provided data on the Union’s
place in the international system. However, with the end of the Cold War, the democratization processes in
the globalizing world and the diversification of communication channels with the development of
technology have made individuals, pressure, and interest groups more visible. The views of these classes,
which can be divided into two categories as public opinion and elites, have become a critical area within the
discipline of international relations. The Arab Spring, which began in 2010, has spread widely, affecting not
only states but also societies (Lynch, 2016). In this sense, there has also been a significant increase in
publications on how the EU is perceived by other actors. Fioramonti (2009) questioned the perspective of
the EU in the African continent, Lucarelli and Fioramonti (2010) measured the external perception of the
EU as a global actor, Lucarelli (2014) focused on the image of the EU in the outside world, Keuleers (2015)
examined the perceptions of the EU in Africa, and Goérgiilii and Dark Kahyaoglu (2019) investigated the local
counterparts of the EU’s vision in the Middle East and North African countries. All these studies aimed to
explain how the EU was seen in non-Eurocentric, non-Western regions since the mid-2000s. The
publications mentioned helped to evaluate the EU’s policies from a “third eye”. This external view created
the opportunity for a more objective evaluation by revealing the identity and value of the EU.

When focusing on how the EU is perceived from the outside, it may be an easy method to start from
the geographies closest to the Union. Because feedback on EU policies can be received more quickly from
the Union’s neighbours than from other geographies. The Mediterranean region is a neighbouring
geography where countries that are within the geographical borders of the EU but are not members of the
Union are located. The establishment of an institutional-based relationship between the EU and the
Mediterranean countries was achieved in 1995 with the Barcelona Process. The EU and the Foreign
Ministers of 12 Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries? signed a declaration to launch the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership Process (The European People’s Party Group, 2025). According to the
declaration, the parties aimed to create a dialogue framework for peace, stability, security and shared socio-
economic progress among the peoples of the Mediterranean region (Union for the Mediterranean, 2025).
The EU’s greatest expansion, which took place in 2004 with the membership of 10 Central and Eastern
European countries. In the same year, to strengthen its prosperity, security and stability with its new
neighbours, the EU announced the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and included 16 countries3 in
this initiative (Council of Europe, 2025). The inclusion of Mediterranean countries in the ENP has brought
about two results: First, the Barcelona Process has continued to be advanced by the EU. Second, the EU has
taken a determined stance in maintaining its will to develop its relations with the countries in the region.
The value that the EU attaches to cooperation with Mediterranean countries has become even more
important with the Union for the Mediterranean initiative launched in 2008. The Union for the
Mediterranean has been operational as an intergovernmental organization aiming to ensure regional
cooperation, dialogue, and harmony between EU member states and 16 Mediterranean countries* (Union
for the Mediterranean, 2023). Thus, the EU-Mediterranean partnership has continued to be developed
through a fully institutional mechanism. However, political instability and developments such as civil war
that occurred in most of the member countries of the Union for the Mediterranean along with the Arab
Spring have led the EU to reconsider its policies regarding the region. In this context, in 2021, the EU
launched a new process titled “Renewed Partnership with the Southern Neighbourhood: A new Agenda for
the Mediterranean” to update its vision for the Mediterranean region. With this process, the EU aimed to
bring dynamism to its partnership with the countries in the region that have undergone changes due to the
developments (European Commission, 2021).

2 Algeria, Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestinian Authorities,
Syria, Tunisia, Tirkiye.

3 Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Palestine Authorities, Syria,
Tunisia and Ukraine.

4 Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, North
Macedonia, Palestine, Syria (currently suspended), Tunisia and Tiirkiye. Libya has an observer status.
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The EU’s long-term relationship with the Mediterranean region has created a sufficient period for
perceptions to form about it. It can be said that the partnership steps examined chronologically above have
created an important catalyst for the close contact of Mediterranean countries outside the EU with the
Union’s politics. Gorgiilii and Dark Kahyaoglu (2019) examined the perceptions of the EU in some selected
Mediterranean countries. However, this examination was limited to the views of the elites in the countries
about the EU. Elites have indeed helped to shape a country’s domestic and foreign policy with the
advantages of socializing with external actors and have influenced the country’s decision-makers and
institutions thanks to their extensive information networks (Simmons et al., 2006). In addition, due to the
high social status of the elites, their ideas are more visible. Finally, the elites are composed of people who
have expertise in a certain subject (those who have worked/actively work in state institutions, academics,
media professionals, etc.) and therefore have more knowledge about the policies of their country. However,
learning only the perceptions of the elites is not enough to learn the views of the whole society. Therefore,
learning about the views of the public opinion in addition to the elites will help to obtain healthy data to
learn the thoughts of the whole society.

In line with all these explanations, the article aims to analyze the perceptions of both elites and public
opinion in Mediterranean countries regarding the EU. The article uses survey studies as a quantitative data
analysis method. In the public opinion section, there was no limitation in accessing survey studies. However,
a sufficient survey sample could not be found, especially in the elite section. For this limitation, Friedrichs
(2019) also stated that publications containing the perceptions and approaches of elites can be used in cases
where surveys cannot be accessed. Based on this, an analysis was attempted in the article based on
publications that included the opinions of elites instead of survey research for the perceptions of elites.

The article is based on Libya as a case study due to the existence of many Mediterranean countries
and the possible limitations created by the perceptions of these countries one by one. It is necessary to
explain why Libya was chosen among the Mediterranean countries within the scope of the article: First,
Libya was one of the countries that felt the effects of the Arab Spring the most in the Mediterranean region.
The country was dragged into civil war after the overthrow of the Muammar Gaddafi regime, which had
been in power for many years. This civil war process caused Libya to enter a difficult period in terms of
politics, economy, and humanity. In particular, the sanctions imposed on the country by the United Nations
Security Council were one of the biggest factors that made it difficult for Libya to return to its old days
(United Nations Security Council, 2014; United Nations Security Council, 2020). Second, in the period after
the Arab Spring, the EU and its member states also supported the development aid initiated under the
leadership of international organizations for Libya to return to its old days (European Commission, 2025).
The EU’s development aid provides an opportunity for feedback on the EU’s Mediterranean policy, what it
means to the Libyan public and elites. Thirdly, it can be predicted that in a country where extraordinary
developments are taking place that may affect both the public and elites’ views, EU perceptions will be
evaluated by considering the historical background. It has been thought that the historical roles of EU
member states in the region may also form an idea for their current policies. Considering all these reasons,
the article has presented as an argument that Libyan perceptions may represent a certain aspect of the
region’s view of the EU.

1. A Brief History of EU-Libya Relations

The beginning of EU-Libya relations was shaped around the Cold War dynamics within the new
international order that emerged after World War II. Libya, led by Muammar Gaddafi, who took over the
country after the military coup in 1969, pursued an independent foreign policy during the Cold War without
being involved in either pole (Fernandez-Molina, 2017). For this reason, it was not possible for EU-Libya
relations to gain an institutional perspective during the Cold War. After the Cold War, Libya was also
included in initiatives such as the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Mediterranean Union by the EU.
Through these partnership mechanisms, the EU aimed to maintain the stability of the region by providing a
framework based on normative values to its neighbours (Del Sarto, 2016). Libya was also one of the most
important actors in the EU’s Mediterranean policy with its geopolitical and geostrategic location.

Since the early 2000s, North Africa has become the most used route for migrants trying to reach the
European continent by sea (Hamood, 2006). Italy and Malta, due to their geographical location among EU
members, have become the target countries that North African migrants want to reach on the continent
(Garcia Andrade et al., 2015). During this period, relations between Libya and the EU were maintained
through a security perspective. According to Kruashvili (2020), the fact that the EU has enlarged its borders
since 2004 and aimed to meet the migration flow that may come from North Africa in third countries has
strengthened the analyses related to security parameters. Thus, the EU tried to create the capacity to
manage migration by taking control of its external borders. However, based on the view that unilateral steps
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would not be beneficial, the EU initiated a “special dialogue” mechanism with Libya on migration in June
2005 (European Commission, 2005). Within the scope of the dialogue, Italy, one of the member states,
provided training and equipment support for Libya’s border control and surveillance activities and began
implementing deportation procedures by not allowing migrants to enter its territory (Kruashvili, 2020).

However, the Arab Spring process brought Libya-EU relations to a standstill (Palm, 2017). Political
instability, economic problems, and humanitarian crises caused by the civil war have ended state authority
in Libya. As a result, the country has become an area of “proxy war” between major powers.

2. Public Opinions

This chapter used two sources to examine Libyan public opinion on the EU: Arab Barometer> and the
Arab Opinion Index.6 Both surveys collected data at regular intervals and with large sample sizes. The
surveys aimed to ask the societies of the participating countries questions on a variety of topics. Another
survey among others concerning the perceptions of the Libyan people about the EU after the Arab Spring is
the 2014 Arab Opinion Index (Arab Center Washington DC, 2014). The survey participants in 13 countries
including Libya were asked “How do they view the foreign policies of the USA, China, Iran, Russia and
Tirkiye, along with France, which is an EU member?” Among the participants whose foreign policy was
seen as “positive or somewhat positive,” France ranked third with 47%, following Tiirkiye (57%) and China
(52%) (Arab Center Washington DC, 2014). In the same survey, another question was asked to the
participants, “which country would they be more inclined to strengthen their relations with?” Among those
who responded to this question, France (51%) came in third place behind China (58%) and Tiirkiye (58%)
(Arab Center Washington DC, 2014). Like those who expressed positive views on Tiirkiye, China and France
in the previous question, the same result emerged here. It can be said that France, an EU member, has a
good perception in the region compared to regional and global powers such as Iran, the US and Russia.

Another study that can measure the Libyan public’s perception of the EU is the survey conducted by
the Arab Barometer in 2018-2019. In this context, survey participants were asked to answer the question
“which foreign power would they prefer to provide development assistance to their country?” 35% of
Libyan society wanted the EU to provide development assistance to their country (Robbins, 2020). With
this data, Libya showed the lowest level of acceptance of the EU’s development assistance activities among
the countries participating in the survey. The survey data also raised the question of why Libyans do not
accept the EU’s humanitarian aid activities. When survey participants were asked why this was the case,
47% said that the EU was trying to gain influence in the region by providing them with assistance (Robbins,
2020). Other reasons are economic development (18%), internal stability (12%), improving people’s lives
(12%) and strengthening civil society organizations (8%) (Robbins, 2020). Almost half of Libyans believed
that the EU acted in their interests, not to help them.

The last survey to examine the EU’s perception of Libyan public opinion was conducted by Arab
Barometer in 2020-2021. This survey was conducted at a time when the political, economic, and
humanitarian effects of the pandemic that started in March 2020 were evident. This survey included
outputs regarding the perceptions of Libyans of Germany and France, the EU’s two largest member states.
The fact that these two member states are the determining forces of EU policies can help the implications
of Libyan perceptions for the Union. First, participants were asked “how they evaluate Germany’s foreign
policy.” 67% of Libyans described Germany’s policies as “positive or somewhat positive” (Robbins, 2021).
Germany’s role as a donor country in Libya, which entered a civil war process after the Arab Spring, has a
positive contribution to this through its aid programs (Furness, 2020). Likewise, participants who were
asked secondly about France’s foreign policy made the exact opposite inference to Germany. Only 43% of
Libyans stated that they viewed France's foreign policy positively (Robbins, 2021). Especially during the
pandemic period, China's humanitarian aid activities, especially the distribution of vaccines to the region,
together with Germany, can be interpreted as a development that reduces France’s acceptance in the
country. It can also be thought that France’s colonial past in Libya triggers Libyan memories.

The fact that Germany and France have different positions in the Libyans’ perspectives was clearly
seen in another question of the survey. In this question, participants were asked to learn the counterparts
of the political attitudes of the German and French leaders among the Libyan people. The rate of Libyans
who liked the political rhetoric of the then German Chancellor Angela Merkel was 64% (Robbins, 2021).
This result proved that Germany’s foreign policy and the executive head are on a similar basis in Libyan

5 Arab Barometer is a nonpartisan research network that provides information on the social, political, and economic attitudes and
values of people in the Arab world. It has conducted public opinion surveys in the Middle East and North Africa since 2006.

6 The Arab Opinion Index has been produced by the Arab Center Washington DC, an authoritative research center on the Arab world,
since 2011. The organization is a non-profit, independent and non-partisan research center.
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perceptions. On behalf of France, Libyans questioned the foreign policy behaviour of the current President,
Emmanuel Macron. Accordingly, 38% of Libyans found Macron’s policies positive (Robbins, 2021). This
data showed that France’s foreign policy and Macron's rhetoric received extremely low acceptance from
Libyans. Barnes-Darcey (2021) stated that Macron’s perception in the region was very weak, and that his
efforts to develop relations with the Gulf countries, especially during his term in office, led to a negative
reaction in Mediterranean countries. This situation may have created the impression that the Libyans,
especially the Mediterranean region, have been relegated to a secondary role in France’s foreign policy
compared to the Gulf region. The differences in the perception of Germany and France in Libya, when
viewed from another perspective, were a sign that the EU’s foreign and security policy was not common
among member states. Member states could not act together on foreign and security policy, which they saw
as their national authority, and shared common interests throughout the EU. This led to the EU and its
member states being exposed to different approaches in the international arena. The studies examining
three separate public opinions also supported the fact that interests, as in the case of Libya, were of decisive
importance instead of the normative values attributed to the EU.

3. Elite Opinions

Following the public opinion polls investigating the perceptions of the EU in Libya, it was the turn
of the elites to approach the issue. The most important issue that Libyan elites expressed their views on the
EU’s foreign policy was the wave of migration from the country to the European continent after the Arab
Spring. With the threat of refugees from the regions where civil wars were experienced at the EU borders
in 2014, the problem first became regional and then global in later periods. Refugees started to come to
Central Europe, especially to Greece, via Tiirkiye, and to Southern Europe, especially to Italy, via the
Mediterranean route from North Africa (Harchaoui, 2021). The wave of migration following the Greek route
was limited by the agreement reached with Tiirkiye by the EU in 2016 (Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Directorate for EU Affairs, 2016). However, no solution could be found for the Central
Mediterranean route, namely migrants coming from Libya (United Nations Support Mission in Libya, 2018).

The EU and its member states have cooperated with Libya to control the migration threat. The first
partnership was established by the EU in May 2013 to help secure Libya’s borders (EU Border Assistance
Mission in Libya (EUBAM) (The European External Action Service, 2021). The second was the Operation
Sophia’ launched in May 2015 to prevent human trafficking in the Mediterranean (European Parliament,
2025). The third was a memorandum of understanding signed between Italy and the Libyan Government of
National Accord® in February 2017 to prevent illegal migration (EU Immigration and Asylum Law and
Policy, 2017). Thanks to the agreement, the number of migrants reaching EU member states from the
Mediterranean in the summer of 2017 decreased compared to the previous year (Scazzieri & Springford,
2017). Because the tightening of controls under the agreement, the movement of migrants has limited their
capabilities.

The agreement between the EU and Libya aimed to prevent the flow of refugees to the European
continent, but it was criticized by the elites in numerous ways. Micallef and Reitano (2017) objected to the
way the agreement was implemented, even though the EU’s security threat had decreased. The fact that the
migrants sent back to Libya with the agreement fell into the hands of human traffickers created a negative
perception about the EU. Migrants were subjected to negative situations such as sexual abuse and torture
in repatriation centers (Amnesty International, 2017). Koenig (2017) stated that the inadequacy of vertical
consistency between the EU and its member states and the fact that Libya was treated with a colonialist
logic were criticized by the elites. The understanding that the EU and its member states prioritized their
interests by setting aside normative values, which was seen in Libya in previous years, has become evident
again.

In addition, a Libyan who holds a high-level position in an international organization working on
migration issues explained the EU’s policy during this period as follows: “Most of the people held in
migration centers were caught at sea by the Libyan Coast Guard in exchange for preventing refugees and
migrants from reaching European shores. The Europeans’ money was used to increase the capacity to
prevent people trying to escape from Libya and to detain them illegally” (Bilgic, 2022). This statement
revealed how the steps taken by the parties to secure migration contradict normative values. It also
revealed that the EU and its member states can abandon their own principles for security interests.

7 Operation Sofia was transformed into Operation Irini on March 31, 2020, to monitor the United Nations Security Council's arms
embargo on Libya.

8 According to the Libyan Political Agreement signed on December 17, 2015, under the leadership of the United Nations, it is the body
that holds the executive power of the country.
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Libyan elites have stated that their country’s advantages such as oil reserves and proximity to the
Mediterranean make it strategically important for EU member states. In this regard, the following words of
a former Libyan diplomat have been an important observation: “The fact that the country has rich oil
reserves is proof of why it has experienced civil war and external intervention” (International Peace
Institute, 2019). However, according to them, despite their energy and security needs, the EU and its
member states are divided rather than acting together (Colombo & Dessi, 2020). Among EU member states
in Libya, Italy and France came to the fore, followed by Germany. According to the Libyan diplomat, there
are unspoken prejudices between Italy and France (Akamo et al., 2023). Indeed, these two member states
supported separate groups® in Libya (Eljarh, 2020). Again, in the words of a Libyan diplomat, the Libya
impasse between Italy and France has negatively affected the country’s view of the EU and its member
states (Akamo et al.,, 2023). In addition to the differences of opinion between Italy and France, the EU’s
failure to force its member states to develop a common Libya policy has led to a negative perception of the
elites towards the Union.

The EU and its member states were only able to develop a common policy to resolve their disputes
over Libya in 2020. Elites emphasized that the failure of the EU and its member states to speak with a single
voice reduced their influence in Libya. According to them, the two Berlin Conferences in January 2020 and
June 2021 and the Paris Conference in November 2021 were organized so that the EU and its member states
would not lose their interests in Libya (Fishman & El Gomati, 2021). However, these efforts by the elites
were not enough to ensure that the EU and its member states could be defined as dependable actors in Libya
(The Libya Observer, 2021). The EU and its member states had difficulty convincing local actors in Libya
about their policies.

Conclusion

This article sought an answer to the research question “how is the European Union (EU) perceived
in the outside world as a supranational organization?” The study aimed to measure the perceptions of
Mediterranean countries that are within the geographical borders of the EU but are not members of the
Union. As a sample case study, it aimed to reach data on the perceptions of the Libyan public and elites
towards the EU and to make an analysis in the light of this data. As a result of the evaluation of the public
opinion surveys and publications examining the elite views, some outputs were reached in the study.

Firstly, the Libyan public and the elites have different perceptions of what the EU means. In the
survey studies in which the Libyan public’s views were learned, the EU was not seen as a monolithic
structure. To put it more clearly, the Libyan people evaluated the policies of member states such as Germany
and France instead of the EU. It is obvious that the fact that these two countries are considered as the “motor
of the EU” in the literature has a concrete response in the Libyan public. It is possible to describe such an
inference as the result of the guidance of the research organizations conducting the survey. However, it is
also possible that the Libyan public considers Germany and France as great powers instead of the Union as
a single EU. This has created a picture in which the EU’s presence in the Mediterranean is evaluated not as
a single institutional structure but as individual member states. Libyans or the organizations conducting
the survey measured the EU perception through Germany and France. Such a preference should be seen as
normal since the EU is one of the two largest countries. When we look at the Libyan elite’s perception of the
EU, we see that they tend to make a general EU assessment. This may have been caused by the elites
positioning the EU based on political issues in the region. They considered the EU’s policies in the post-Arab
Spring period.

Secondly, Libyans compared the EU’s perception in their country with the presence of other major
powers in the region. Accordingly, the EU has a positive perspective in Libya when compared to the US and
Russia, and a more negative perspective when compared to China.

Thirdly, instead of a monolithic EU, the Libyan public considered the strategies of Germany and
France regarding their countries and the region. Accordingly, ordinary Libyan citizens viewed Germany
more positively than France, and Merkel more positively than Macron. The reasons for this result may
include the negative memories of France’s colonial pastin the region and the potential created by Germany’s
active policy in development aid in recent years.

Fourthly, Libyan elites have drawn a more general EU perspective. According to the elites, the EU’s
Mediterranean, and Middle East policies, particularly in Libya, have been far from following a consistent
line since 2011. The EU has seen the influx of refugees as a problem to protect its borders rather than its

9 France supported Haftar and the Libyan National Army in eastern Libya, while Italy supported central government forces in the cities
of Misrata and Tripoli.
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own normative values, especially on the issue of migration. This perspective among the elites has
strengthened the impression that the EU prioritizes its interests rather than values. Such a determination
has also brought about a negative image of the EU in the eyes of Libyan elites.

Fifthly, the complicated situation for Libyan elites is that it is unclear who to address when the EU
is mentioned. Due to the existence of EU institutions on one side and member states on the other, the elites
have thought that they are in relations with two different actors. The failure of the EU and member states
to demonstrate a common policy will, especially on foreign policy and security issues, has created a
perception that portrays the Union as negative in the eyes of Libyan elites. For this reason, elites have been
more willing to establish relations with member states on political issues than EU institutions.

Considering the above outcomes, the following can be stated as a result: The EU has been subject to
different evaluations by the Libyan public and the elite. Ordinary Libyan citizens are more likely to
categorize the EU according to the balance of benefits and harms it provides to their country. For the Libyan
public, the EU’s efforts to integrate normative values into their country have been described as a more
concrete contribution by providing development assistance. The Libyan people have valued the EU’s
positive role in meeting their basic needs that will enable them to survive after the civil war. It has been
determined that the elites focus on the EU’s stance on political issues related to their country and region.
The security concerns created by the refugee crisis reaching Europe via Libya and the involvement of EU
member states in the civil war environment in their countries were among the topics that the elites were
most interested in. In both issues, the elites touched on the complexity created by the different foreign
policy positions between the EU and its member states. This complex environment has been defined by the
elites as the strongest indicator that the EU cannot function as a holistic actor.

All these explanations have revealed that the EU does not have a positive perception in the
Mediterranean, which is its neighbouring geography. While the EU has a strong motivation in the field of
economy, it has a perception of Libya as being stuck in the lack of coordination of member states in political
matters, having difficulty in acting quickly and effectively, and being able to organize interests better than
values. These perceptions do not lead to reductionism such as generalizing the EU’s Mediterranean vision.
Nevertheless, it has revealed in which areas the EU is deficient and needs a new Mediterranean strategy. It
would not be unreasonable to think that this research will take a more meaningful place in the literature by
measuring the perceptions of the EU in other regions.
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GORDIAN KNOTS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN FOOD SECURITY
Akdeniz’in Gida Giivenliginin Gordion Diigiimleri

Funda ERSOY?

Abstract

In this study, major challenges in the Mediterranean basin are defined as Gordian knots
implying their intricate position which need unorthodox ways for a solid solution. In this regard,
food security in the region is chosen as an anchor. Given that the climate change is expected to
exert a profound impact on the region and ecological degradation coupled with deeply unsettling
demographic shifts, food security in the region emerges as a critical concern. For this purpose,
Gordian knots in the region are first identified. These are respectively escalating ecological
degradation issue exacerbated by climate change, presumed energy sources such as oil or natural
gas in the Mediterranean Sea which have triggered a new geopolitical race among both regional
actors and external big powers, and highly unsettling social circumstances and demographic
transformations driven by either war/conflicts or economic hardship. These Gordian knots are
all examined through the lens of food security issue. Finally, the study concludes that there is an
urgent need for a responsible approach which is not a myopic one; otherwise, it would be harsh
for all region to have a bright future.

Keywords: Food security, Gordian knots, Climate change, Demographic changes,
Ecological degradation.

0Oz

Bu calismada, Akdeniz havzasindaki ana sorunlar karmasikliklarina ithafen geleneksel
olmayan ¢6zlim yollarina ihtiya¢ duyan Gordion diigiimleri olarak adlandirilmistir. Bu kapsamda,
bélgenin gida giivenligi bir capa misali ana unsur olarak belirlenmistir. Iklim degisikliginin en cok
etki gosterdigi bolgelerden biri olmasi beklenen Akdeniz havzasindaki ekolojik bozulma ile hayli
tedirgin edici demografik degisiklikler birlikte ele alindiginda, bolgenin gida glivenligi son derece
onemlidir. Bu nedenle, dncelikle bolgenin Gordion diiglimleri olarak degerlendirilen ana hususlar
ortaya konmustur. Bunlar sirasiyla iklim degisikligi ile birleserek artan ekolojik bozulma,
Akdeniz’de bulundugu varsayilan dogalgaz ve petrol gibi enerji kaynaklarinin tetikledigi, yeni
jeopolitik yarisin hem bolge tlkelerini hem de biiylik giicleri icine almasi, ilave olarak
savas/c¢atisma ya da ekonomik zorluklar gibi nedenlerle meydana gelen sosyal kosullar ve yiiksek
orandaki demografik degisikliklerin yaratmis oldugu tedirginliktir. Bahsedilen bu Gordion
diigiimleri, Akdeniz'deki gida giivenligi acisindan ele alinmistir. Sonug olarak, miyop bir bakis
acgisina sahip olmayan sorumlu bir yaklasimin bolge i¢in giicli bir ihtiya¢ oldugu kanisina
varilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gida giivenligi, Gordion diigiimleri, iklim degisikligi, Demografik

degisiklikler, Ekolojik Bozulma.

Introduction

As children, we were taught in school that Anatolia was the cradle of all civilizations. In one sense,
this holds true that many civilizations have emerged and declined through centuries such as Byzantine or
Ottoman Empires which left their significant blueprints on world history in many ways. Today, though
things are quite different, one thing remains the same; the geography upon which Anatolia rests, namely
the Mediterranean basin, still retains its status of being cradle.
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Gordian Knots of the Mediterranean Food Security

The cradle designation of the Mediterranean is often associated with its remarkable geography,
shining like a pearl. This landscape gives many charming characteristics to the region and has played a
formative role in shaping the Mediterranean basin; the Mediterranean civilizations have paved the way for
many cultural heritages starting from the very early ages, the famously healthy Mediterranean diet and
impressive array of ecological zones must also not be overlooked. Nevertheless, the Mediterranean basin
faces a series of uncertainties. Global climate change, ecological degradation, the discovery of potential
energy resources which intensify geopolitical competition among states, demographic shifts driven by
armed conflict or economic hardship put the basin itself in a precarious position. Therefore, the
Mediterranean basin states are now in a difficult position that they can easily find themselves trying to cut
their Gordian knots? which requires a bold action to solve long standing issues.

In this study, the major challenges in the Mediterranean basin are conceptualized as Gordian knots
of the region. For this reason, first, the Mediterranean basin must be defined. Though it has various
definitions, this study adopts the basic one; the basin comprises states surrounded by the Mediterranean
Sea such as Malta, or partially bordered by it, such as Italy or Syria (Head 2017). Then, the basin
metaphorically resembles an outstretched hand 3 filled with Gordian knots. To analyze these complexities,
food security is chosen as the analytical anchor.

First, the historical background of the region has been outlined particularly through the lens of food
security. Second, Gordian knots are woven into the analysis. In this context, ecological degradation of the
basin exacerbated by climate change has been linked to the study. A new geopolitical race and its connection
with food security constitute the second strand of this section since potential energy sources such as oil or
natural gas in the Mediterranean Sea have raised concerns not only about environmental sustainability but
have also accelerated a geopolitical race involving both regional and external actors. The final strand
focuses on the people in the region. The region dynamics are vulnerable to social instability and
demographic shifts, fueled by wars/conflicts or economic flames. This situation puts region states in a
difficult position to make hard choices and sometimes leads to unfortunate myopic choices. Migration and
its disorienting results, increasing flees from wars/conflicts or economic constraints through developed
countries represent both a cause and a consequence of regional instability. The dynamics of this flee carry
significant implications for food security in the region which are examined in the final. Ultimately, the article
concludes addressing these complex challenges requires a responsible approach which is not a myopic one
since solutions cannot be achieved through isolated efforts but rather a collective action is needed to cut
the Gordian knots confronting the Mediterranean.

In this context, this study utilizes both academic and grey literature to analyze the subject matter and
the primary challenge has been the extensive scope of literature on both the Mediterranean basin and food
security which required careful synthesis to keep them within the limits of this article a task that, it is hoped,
has been achieved.

1. Historical Background of the Mediterranean Basin: The Cradle of the Humanity

The Mediterranean Sea takes its name from the combination of two Latin words, medius (meaning
middle) and terra (meaning land). Therefore, it is the sea in the middle of the earth and has a single natural
opening at the Strait of Gibraltar, which connects it to the Atlantic Ocean (Clement, 2012). Although the
term dates to as early as the mid third century BC, it has only gained its universal acceptance as a term in
the nineteenth century and is about “geopolitical ambitions in a period of imperialistic rivalry” (Seirinidou,
2023)%

The Mediterranean is preeminently noted as the cradle of Western civilization (Seirinidou, 2023)
and its geographic position makes it quite possible since it is an enclosed sea which is surrounded by
numerous people and states. However, this feature also introduces ambiguity about being a Mediterranean.
For example, Whittow (2001) highlights this ambiguity in his review about the lengthy book, The Corrupting
Sea (Horden & Purdell, 2000). According to Whittow (2001), the central thesis of this book posits that being
Mediterranean is just about being micro regions. It is characterized by a fragmented environment full of
uncertainties; frequent natural disasters such as forest fires, earthquakes, drought, or floods never ends

2 The Gordian knot term is now used as a proverb to indicate that a grift solution to be solved by unthinkable and brave actions. The
proverb is about Alexander the Great who marched through Anatolia and reached the capital of Phrygia, namely Gordium. In Gordium,
he was shown an intricate knot that only destined to be untied by the future conqueror of Asia. Alexander the Great instead of trying
to solve the knot, he made a short work and cut it at one blow (Britannica, n.d).

3 The resemblance to an outstretched hand belongs to the author of this article.

4This imperialistic rivalry has even inspired to make a board game like monopoly. Simulating Braudel’s Mediterranean depiction, there
are four powers represented by players: the Spanish, Turks, Genovese, and Venetians. The aim is to extend the respective em pires and
gain wealth and prosperity (Gordon, 2003).
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and, in such conditions, people need to exchange goods and services with other micro regions. The diversity
of micro regions ensures that when one suffers, others may compensate. For example, if one micro region
is under effect of a severe drought, it can compensate its loss from other part of the basin or adapt internally
by using the advantages of being a micro region such as planting drought-resistant millet instead of failed
wheat. Thus, environmental fragmentation also fosters resilient connectivity (Whittow, 2001).

As previously noted, environmental fragmentation and climatic unpredictability are some
characteristics of the Mediterranean (Whittow 2001). However, identifying any common denominators in
the term “Mediterranean” is still a complex question. For this reason, the question has been defined “as
haunting as well as embarrassing one” largely because it lacks a singular or definitive answer. The term is
inherently flexible by everchanging circumstances, demographic or geopolitical, frequently marked by
contradictions. Therefore, these contradictions, rooted in diverse cultural backgrounds necessitate
adaptability and that is why “Mediterranean is a cultural construct” (Driessen, 2001)5.

Considering this, the physical boundaries of Mediterranean, either broader like Braudel’s definition
which includes places sometimes regarded as beyond the Mediterranean itself or narrower like Abulafia
(2011) who only sees the sea, the shores, and islands highlight the fragility of Mediterranean identity as
described by Driessen (2001). Therefore, “any rigid boundary drawing” should be taken as a mistake
(Driessen, 2001). In this perspective, this analysis is based on the definition of Mediterranean basin
including states either entirely enclosed by the Mediterranean Sea or partially bordered it refraining from
adopting rigid definitions (Head 2017)¢.

In sum, the Mediterranean can simply be taken as flexibility in all terms. While this kind of flexibility
sometimes carries positive connotations it can also reflect negative aspects as well. For example, although
there is a common reference to the Mediterranean as the cradle of Western civilization, the Mediterranean
is also referenced as an anomaly within Europe. This alleged inability of Mediterranean societies to fully
internalize norms or their recurring financial fragility observed in the region countries such as Greece,
Portugal, Italy, or Spain appear as common signs of this supposed anomaly (Seirinidou, 2023).

Describing the Mediterranean in such negative terms such as anomaly or inability, is likely
inconsistent with Braudel’s perspective. He asserts that “it is my belief that all the problems posed by the
Mediterranean are of exceptional human richness, and that they must therefore interestall” (Braudel, 1995,
p-19)7. While some may challenge the first part of the statement, the second part appears undeniably valid.
For one reason, the Mediterranean basin has historically served as a theater for imperial rivalries. Later, it
has evolved into a precious commodity for mass tourism. That is why it is argued that the Mediterranean as
a term has not always been shaped by high politics but sometimes has been shaped by popular culture and
the market terms as well (Seirinidou, 2023). Moreover, it has become a prominent reference in the culinary
world and the Mediterranean diet has gained a global legitimacy within gastronomic discourse (Gordon,
2003). In one culinary publication, for instance, the Mediterranean food is described as “more than a breath
of fresh air and as window to a more colorful future” set within a blessed geography of sun, sea, and olive
trees (Lloyd, 2024)8.

Despite this cheerful and romanticized image, a historical examination of the region reveals a
reality marked by famines, food shortages and severe food price inflation. For example, during the Italian
agricultural production crisis between 1548-1564, the shortage was only alleviated by Turkish wheat until
a food crisis on the Turkish side led to the imposition of export bans. Poor harvests, adverse weather
conditions or overpopulation were typical causes for such circumstances (Braudel, 1995, pp. 591-593),
indicating that the Mediterranean was not always as idyllic as it might seem. Food price inflation, for
example, was a particularly persistent issue. In 17t century accounts, the rapid growth of the demographic
overburden led to insufficient agricultural production and had become more serious with the farmers
shifting to more profitable products which ultimately triggered widespread food shortages. This inflationist

5 Driessen (2001) regards the definition of “the Mediterranean as the cradle of Western civilization” as an academic stereotyping like
every day clichés of “warm sociability” or “social coldness” attributed to different regions in the world. Though Driessen (2001) takes
the definition of “the Mediterranean as the cradle of Western civilization” as a stereotype, it is not a complete fallacy. For example,
according to Braudel, the Mediterranean as a zone was balanced between the west (Spanish Empire) and the east (Ottoman Empire)
and was the main force in Western civilization until it had lost its muscles (Gordon, 2003). Besides, the Mediterranean was where
Greek and Rome civilizations originated and the Italian Renaissance reconceptualized by using their heritage (Clement, 2012).

6 The Mediterranean basin map in the Library of Congress by United States Central intelligence Agency is also useful in this re gard
(United States Central Intelligence Agency, 1998).

7 The author of this article admits that this sentence has come to her attention first with a quotation in Clement’s article (Clement,
2012).

8 The worth mentioning book about Mediterranean cuisine here is namely “A Book of Mediterranean Food,” written by Elizabeth David.
In the 1950s which the book first published, rationing food was still in force in Britain and the book including collection of recipes
from different Mediterranean countries such as France, Italy, the Greek Islands and Egyptinduced a great interest in the Med iterranean
diet. The book has recently re-published in 2024 and reviewed by Lloyd (Seirinidou, 2023; Gordon 2003; Lloyd, 2024).
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tendency was pervasive and culminated in financial crises. Under these circumstances, the basin states were
financially squeezed and they perforce had to gauge the financial talents of their bureaucracies (Tabak,
2021, pp.126-127). Evidently, the Mediterranean region has never been an uninterrupted heaven of
prosperity. Quite on the contrary, it has been long entangled in profound Gordian knots awaiting either to
be untied or decisively severed.

2. The Gordian Knots

In this second part, the Gordian knots of the Mediterranean have been explored through the lens of
food security. Inspired by the Gordian knot legend which gives the title to this article, each part has been
linked to symbolic references such as an iconic painting or a quotation but before that it is essential to define
the concept of food security as it forms the central thread connecting the Gordian knots of the article.

Like the term “Mediterranean,” the concept of food security, is inherently flexible. Even in the 1990s,
the number of published definitions of the concept were up to two hundred. Although its origin can be
traced back to the mid-1970s, a period marked by a severe global food crisis, the concept has gradually
evolved to reflect its multi-dimensional nature. The definition of the food security concept has usually been
shaped within the documents of either World Food Summits, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) or
World Bank. The initial step was in 1974 World Food Summit defining the concept as: “availability at all
times of adequate world food supplies of basic foodstuffs to sustain a steady expansion of food consumption
and to offset fluctuations in production and prices”. Over time, its attire has been garnished with new
dimensions such as “access to the basic food,” “enough food for an active and healthy life,” “safe and
nutritious food,” and “food preferences.” (Clay, 2002). One of the most widely accepted definitions which
frequently cited in academic literature comes from the FAO: “Food security [is] a situation that exists when
all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that
meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life” (FAO, 2001).

In this context, the Mediterranean basin faces potential food security challenges primarily driven by
ecological degradation which are likely to be further exacerbated by the negative effects of climate change.
The deterioration of environmental conditions is compounded by a new geopolitical race which considers
the eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea as a freshly baked cake to taste due to its presumed natural gas
and oil reserves. The final issue examined in this part relates to social and demographic dynamics which
pose additional pressures on food security and present challenges for all states in the region.

2.1. Ecological Degradation and Climate Change: Last Supper in Mediterranean

Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper portrays one of the most emotionally charged scenes for Christianity
and is regarded as “a complex study of varied human emotion.” In the painting, Jesus is depicted sharing
his last supper with his disciples, during which he foretells the impending betrayal by one of them. His
gesture towards a glass of wine and a piece of bread is interpreted as the institution of the Holy Communion
rite (Zelasko, 2025). In a symbolic parallel, the deteriorating ecological conditions of the Mediterranean Sea
evoke a similarly unsettling emotional response and resembles a sense of betrayal against the region’s
natural heritage.

One of the earliest alarming signs of ecological degradation in the Mediterranean Sea is the loss or
“waning”? of bio-diversity. The waning of bio-diversity in the Mediterranean means that ranging from water
purification to carbon storage or food supply, a wide array of ecosystem services is about to be lost. To
elaborate this waning, it must be noted that the Mediterranean Sea is a host to over seventeen thousand
marine species, and about a quarter of these species are endemic which is the highest rate in the world. Still,
studies and projections about this ecosystem are not very optimistic. Though there are Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs) and some area-based conservation initiatives, forecasts suggest that more than thirty
endemic species will become extinct by the year 2100. In addition to this, the Mediterranean has already
lost almost half of its top predators including mammals between the years of 1950 and 2011. Coralligenous
ecosystems which are crucial for climate resilience and fisheries as well are also under threat a from
multiple stressors such as pollution, invasive species!? or destructive fishing. Finally, the loss of Posidonia

9 One who studies the Mediterranean frequently come across the word “waning.” For example, Braudel describes the Mediterranean
using such words: “greatness” or “waning.” The greatness of the Mediterranean refers to the age of Columbus and Vasco da Gama and
the waning starts in the seventieth century (Braudel, 1995). Similarly, the name of Tabak’s book is “The Waning of Mediterrane an”
(Tabak, 2021). Thus, the phrase of “waning of bio-diversity” seems as a convenient choice here.

10 [nvasive species in the Mediterranean are also called as non-indigenous species which normally do not exist in the Mediterranean.
These non-indigenous species are lately a source of concern since their invasiveness do not allow others to survive. Global warming
and the Suez Canal are among main vectors in this sense (Deval et al.,, 2010); with global warming, numerous invasive species such as
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oceanicall habitat is particularly concerning since it is expected to be lost up to 70 % until 2050 (UNEP,
2021).

Pollution is one of the primary drivers responsible for this degradation. The Mediterranean
Sea is considered the most polluted sea in Europe, particularly regarding plastic waste (Atvur
2020). For example, the half of the pollution in the Mediterranean Sea consists of plastic waste.
According to World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Report in 2018, littoral states are mostly
responsible for this plastic pollution12 (WWF, 2018). The Mediterranean suffers from wide variety
of pollution (earth, water, or marine pollution) (Planbleu, 2020) and the situation underscores
that there needs to be an extraordinarily effective management to safeguard ecological, cultural,
or scientific values, bearing in mind that only 0.04% of the Mediterranean’s surface is no-go, no-
take, or no-fishing character (UNEP, 2021).

In response to the pressing need for such an effective management, preservation efforts in the
Mediterranean have been ongoing for over three decades. For an early start, the Mediterranean Action Plan
(MAP) launched by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established in 1975 as the
first regional framework aiming at combatting marine pollution and promoting the sustainable use of
marine resources. One year later in 1976, The Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution, commonly known as the Barcelona Convention, was signed and gradually complemented
by protocols addressing different concerns (Atvur, 2020; UNEP n.d.). Although the Barcelona Convention
and its protocols remains as the most comprehensive legal arrangements, there are numerous other
international agreements also include specific provisions for Mediterranean protection. Despite these
extensive efforts such as setting up the legal protection frameworks and organizational structures, and
holding regular meetings among parties, environmental problems in the Mediterranean continue to
intensify (Atvur, 2020). As such, one might conclude that the problems in the Mediterranean are as deep as
the Sea itself.

From a food security perspective, it must be noted that the ecological degradation of the
Mediterranean Sea has significant adverse implications. These impacts are twofold; one is closely related to
pollution and the other is about waning bio-diversity. For one thing, sectors such as fisheries and agriculture
are in the lead and particularly vulnerable to the effects of pollution. At that point, one should add that this
ecological degradation is not only limited to the Mediterranean Sea but it also affects the surrounding
terrestrial environment. Tirkiye and Italy respectively serve as notable examples. In Tiirkiye, The Biiyiik
Menderes River (The Great Meander) named for its winding course, has been severely polluted by chemical
wastes from textile industries, causing the river’s color turn into red or pink hues which illustrates that the
black is not always the color symbolizing death. Another disturbing sign of pollution is that nearby trees
appear to grow their roots away from the river, as if in retreat. This pollution has also contributed to the
loss of bio-diversity in the region. A resident and environmental foundation member has lamented the
disappearance of pigeons that once frequently filled the skies in the area and watched by a great feast. In
addition to this, snakefish populations seem to have shared a similar fate (Sik, 2024). Similarly, Italy’s Po
Valley, a huge geographical area including Piedmont, Lombardy, Veneto, and Emilia-Romagna which is also
known for its rich agricultural history, is also under a pollution threat, risking lives of more than sixteen
million people (Giuffrida, 2023; Harper, 2024). The Po, often referred to as a” wounded giant,” is a polluted
and overexploited area though it still plays a crucial role in Italian agriculture accounting for 35% of the
nation’s agricultural production (Liberti, 2023).

Both The Po River in Italy and Biiyiik Menderes River (The Great Meander) in Tiirkiye serve as
symbols of the adverse effects of climate change in the region. Thus, it is not surprising to see that the Po
River in Italy has been labeled as “a litmus test for increasingly marked effects of the climate crisis in Italy,”
due to its extreme conditions ranging from record low water 13 to overflowing tributaries. (Liberti, 2023).

balloon fish or lion fish have come to the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal from tropical waters. This may be the sign of
tropicalizing of the region which may have devastating effects for the region. Not only global warming but also additional human made
factors such as dam constructions on Nile River or the deepening of the Suez Canal by Egypt are noted as contributing factors for
tropical fish species influx. As an example, the first balloon fish appeared in Tiirkiye nineteen years ago but there are currently seven
different kinds of balloon fish in Tiurkiye (Milliyet, 2021; Atvur, 2020).

11 The Posidonia Oceanica which is also known as Neptune grass is an extremely important seagrass which is endemic to the
Mediterranean Sea. Its carbon absorption capacity is fifteen times more than a similar sized Amazon rainforest. This endemic functions
by forming large underwater meadows. It is widely known as the olive of the sea due to its fruit resembling olive (Atlas, 2021; Elginoz
etal, 2011).

12 These littoral states are respectively Tiirkiye (144 tons in a day), Spain (126 tons in a day), Italy (90 tons in a day), Egypt (77 tons
in a day), and France (66 tons) (WWF, 2018).

13 International Agency for the Po River (Aipo) working on hydrographic survey states that the Po River is under great strain due to
lack of rain (Liberti, 2023).
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The consequences of climate change are equally evident in Tiirkiye. Regarding the average temperature
rising, there are several academic studies in Tiirkiye covering the period between 1973 and 2013 which
found that temperature changes’ negative effects on agriculture prevails the positive effects of rainfall
amount which eventually led to the overall impact of climate change to be negative (Dumrul & Kiligarslan,
2017). For example, in an Aegean province of Tirkiye, Aydin, the city governor announced that half of the
region’s agricultural lands would not be irrigated in the summer of 2025 due to insufficient water flow in
the Biiyilk Menderes River. Consequently, farmers have been advised to consider adopting dry farming
methods (Yildirim, 2025).

Climate crisis in the Mediterranean has often been marked by such drought or flood news which
adversely affect agricultural productivity. The reason behind that is the atmosphere circulation patterns.
When atmosphere circulation patterns disrupted, they lead to either rising average temperatures or
extreme weather fluctuations (Liberti, 2023)14. As a result, destructive consequences of these sudden shifts
are becoming increasingly severe. For example, it is surprising that Cukurova (known as Cilician plain in
English), renowned for its fertile land and sunny climate, unexpectedly encountered with severe frost event
that devastated citrus production. In a similar manner, following an extremely dry season?® in the Aegean
Turkish town, Salihli, graperies were struck by a harsh overnight frost causing substantial crop losses
(Yildirim, 2025). These cases illustrate how climate change through increased weather volatility poses a
significant threat to food production and overall food security. Given that the adverse effects of climate
change on agricultural production are more frequent and common than any potential benefits, countries
which are particularly vulnerable (Tirkiye) to those shifts must prioritize research on agricultural
production systems and crop yield resilience (Ttrkes, 2020)16.

To conclude this section, the Mediterranean is facing serious threats from both pollution and climate
change. The negative effects of these factors serve as amplifiers of food insecurity in the region. Severe
drought, flooding, and various forms of pollution are key factors that hinder sustainable food security across
the basin. To avoid a figurative “Last Supper” in the Mediterranean, a region symbolically betrayed, as
illustrated in Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic painting, it is imperative to preserve its environmental integrity.
Failure to do so may not only jeopardize food security but also represents a deeper betrayal of the region’s
ecological and cultural soul. As Turkish writer Aziz Nesin once noted in a foreword that wherever there is
an environmental pollution, there is also a profound corruption of the human spirit (Kislalioglu & Berkes,
1997).

2.2. Supposed New Energy Resources and a New Geopolitical Race: Let Them Eat Cake

The phrase “Let Them Eat Cake,” attributed to the Queen of France as an oblivious rich reply to the
suffering of poor and almost starving peasants. Her supposed original saying, though, may have referred to
not to a cake but “brioche,” a kind of luxurious bread made with eggs and butter (Cunningham, 2023). In
this context, the newly discovered energy resources in the eastern Mediterranean are viewed as the modern
day “brioche,” attracting not only regional states but also major global powers and big energy corporations
as well.

The Mediterranean basin, particularly its eastern part, has become again a focal point of geopolitical
interest (Atvur, 2020; Sezek& Sanzon-Maya, 2025; Ozkan, 2025) due to “this new brioche”. However, it
seems that no single actor possesses all the necessary ingredients; some states have access to raw resources,
while others possess capital or infrastructure. This imbalance has a dual effect: while it encourages regional
agreements in certain cases, it also holds the potential to ignite significant conflict. A closer look at the
Eastern Mediterranean reveals this strategical fact. First, the Eastern Mediterranean functions as a gateway
to the Middle East which holds over half of the world’s oil reserves and has seabed rich in terms of natural
gas and petroleum. Furthermore, the region features one of the busiest maritime corridors responsible for

14 Atmospheric physicist Antonello Pasini explains this situation with a comparison. Italy once protected from weather disturban ces
in Northern Europe or African heat by Azores anticyclone acting like as a buffer zone is now vulnerable to African anticyclones entering
the Mediterranean and eventually reaching Italy. Anthropogenic global warming is responsible for this northward expand. When those
African anticyclones move back, humid, and warm air meets with cold currents. This means a huge thermal contrast, in other words
extreme weather events (Liberti, 2023).

15 Similar extremely dry season in Italy noted as such: “Itis April 2023. Not a single drop has fallen for two-and-a-half months.” (Liberti,
2023); Turkish State Meteorological Service (TSMS) has also published a dryness map covering the three-month period (January 2025-
March 2025), which is prepared by standardized precipitation index method. In this map, particularly the Mediterranean and Ae gean
regions of Tiirkiye are colored as exceptionally dry, extremely dry, and severely dry. Thus, the map is not promising under any scenario
(TSMS, 2025).

16 Tiirkiye has programs and projects to mitigate the effects of climate change such as strategic plan or national rural developm ent
strategy (Bozoglu et.al,, 2019).
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30% of the world’s total maritime traffic (Ozkan, 2025). In this light, it is not only resource-rich but also it
qualifies as a Gordian knot in international affairs.

In this context, the most critical issue appears as the delimitation of the marine boundaries,
particularly the unilaterally declared Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ)17 which are essential for regulating
energy exploration and exploitation. The resource-rich Eastern Mediterranean has prompted states to seek
advantageous arrangements to secure their best interests, a dynamic that risks finally turning the region
into a geopolitical powder keg!8. This new geopolitical race, fueled by the strategic military presence of
major powers and the intense appetite of big energy corporations carries both destabilizing and
unpredictable results for the region.

Growing ecological pressures have also come to the fore. In this sense, several concerns have been
raised; seismic waves used in offshore oil exploration can harm marine mammals; drilling and pipeline
installations may cause irreversible damage to the seabed; any probable accident during these operations
could result in catastrophic ecological disasters; offshore drilling contributes to greenhouse gas emissions;
and migratory species routes have been disrupted in addition to increased air and noise pollution (Atvur,
2020). While these concerns are scientifically sound and acknowledged they must be understood within the
air of real politic which offers a framework where ecological risks are often subordinated to strategic and
economic interests. First and foremost, intense competition over vital resources such as energy, water, and
food (and undeniably other resources as well) continues to serve as main pillars in the geopolitical
strategies of related states (Ogiitcii, 2017). It is argued that the primary drivers of most contemporary
conflicts are rooted in struggles over access to critical resources and has nothing particular in cultural or
civilizational clashes. Thus, global competition is bound to intensify for an interrupted supply chain (Klare,
2002; Klare 2005). Moreover, oil drilling has evolved into one of the economically dominant and a highly
professionalized business area by the twenty first century (Chavis, 2022)19. Considering these factors, it is
unsurprising that both regional actors and global powers are eager to secure control over resource-rich
zones disregarding ecological concerns and even accepting the possibility of conflict including military
confrontation.

From a food security perspective, however, competition over natural resources introduces its own
set of risks. The well-established nexus between energy, water and food security has become increasingly
evident, as future of states will largely depend on access to these vital resources (Ogiitcii, 2017). Within this
context, any ignition of conflict in the East Mediterranean basin could have substantial repercussions for
regional food security. Notably, even conflicts occurring outside the basin such as the Russian-Ukrainian
confrontation over Crimea have demonstrated the far-reaching impacts on regional food security.

Another contributing factor is the vulnerability of Eastern Mediterranean countries to fluctuations
in food prices. Socio-economic conditions across the region often undermine price stability. Furthermore,
many of these countries rely heavily on food imports which makes Ukraine important in this sense. Ukraine
is recognized for its black soil which is exceptionally fertile and rich in humus. This fertile black soil is known
as “chernozem” which covers over half of the landmass of the country and offers exceptional production
circumstances (World Bank Group, 2014). Ukraine’s agricultural exports, particularly cereals, are essential
for feeding populations from Africa to Asia. Consequently, any disruption in Ukrainian grain exports due to
Russian interference, may trigger severe spikes in food prices and even sociopolitical unrest may be
inevitable (Smith, 2022).

At that point, it must be noted that the Russian-Ukrainian war has underscored that Russia is not
solely an energy superpower, it also plays a pivotal role in global food security. In addition to the systemic
risks posed by industrial agriculture across the Mediterranean region, the conflict has heightened concerns
about regional food insecurity (Unal, 2022). Although European Union countries are among the most food

17 EEZ are important from the point of international law. Maritime areas fall into two categories which are subject to national
jurisdiction or not. The high seas, the ocean floor and the sea bed are considered as the common heritage of humanity and are out of
national jurisdiction but there are some areas which states have exclusive rights arising from their sovereignty. EEZ are are as in which
states retain their exclusive rights to the exploration of natural resources (Ozkan, 2025).

18 The term “powder keg” is in fact used for Balkans which in most part of the European history, has been acknowledged by either
ethnic conflicts, political instability, or economic underdevelopment (Munter & Ruzicka, 2025).

19 To illustrate this boom in oil industry, it may be useful to recall history. The method that allows for deeper exploration has been
created by Edwin Drake. His aim was to refine the oil into kerosene and sell it instead of expensive whale oil. Though his last financial
supporter was at the edge of his rope, he had successfully drilled the oil in 1864. This small place called Pithole in Pennsylvania with
no more than fifty residents had turned into a place which had at least ten thousand inhabitants with many hotels, post offices and
telegraph stations. What makes this performance staggering was that all took place just within a year. Although this boom did not
survive for long, it indicated that “our thirst for the fuel grew and the modern economy is drenched in oil” (Harford, 2019); it should
be noted here that Pamir (2015) urges that quite long before Edwin Drake in America, Azerbaijan was the first in this rodeo and
progressed a lot in this area (Pamir, 2015.).
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secure countries in the world (Caprile & Pichon, 2022)20, this is not case for much of the broader
Mediterranean since Russia and Ukraine together account for more than half of the cereal imports in the
region (Unal, 2022). The disruption of trade flows caused by the war has thus threatened one of the world’s
major food exporting regions. Countries such as Lebanon or Egypt are particularly reliant on grain exports
from Russia and Ukraine (Abay etal, 2022; Gibon, 2022; Unal 2022)2L. Tiirkiye also relies heavily on grain
and sunflower oil from Ukraine and Russia (Reidy, 2022; Unal 2022). When combined with other factors
such as high energy dependency on Russian sources, rising wheat imports must be a concern for Turkish
side which certainly lead to an increasingly asymmetrical relationship with Russia (Ersoy, 2022)22,

To conclude this section, although Ukrainian grain exports were successfully facilitated through the
Turkish Straits23 under the Black Sea Grain Initiative jointly coordinated by the United Nations and Tiirkiye
(UNCTAD, 2023; Unal 2022), such instances underscore that food issue is not only a humanitarian issue but
also a strategic tool in world politics. Indeed, food insecurity is increasingly being used as a component of
hybrid warfare?*, where the fear of food shortages is weaponized for political leverage (Caprile & Pichon,
2022; Ersoy, 2022). Given these dynamics, it would not be surprising if future resource conflicts in the
Eastern Mediterranean further exacerbate food insecurity in the basin bringing the focus inevitably back to
people.

2.3. People in the Region and Unsettling Demographic Changes: Let them Eat Bread/Bread Riots

Bread riots have been a recurring phenomenon throughout history and the Mediterranean region is
no exception. In the 16t century, for example, Europe experienced widespread food inflation. Authorities
sought to stabilize grain prices to ensure affordability, but their efforts were not always successful. In 1585,
during a crisis in Naples, the city council announced a reduction in loaf sizes while maintaining the same
price. The decision was not considered as a wise one and triggered public outrage, culminating in the
lynching of a council member accused of price manipulation. Thus, the demand for purchasing bread at
lower price was the stubborn fact (Weisner-Hanks, 2009).

Rapid spikes in bread prices, even tripling or quadrupling due to poor harvest, were also quite
common in Europe between the late 17t and early 18t centuries (Davis, 2017; Nelson, 2022). Similarly, in
the Ottoman Empire, bread price-related protests emerged led by Turkish women. A notable example
occurred in 1828 in izmir, where Turkish women organized protest due to rising bread prices. It lasted for
three days, ultimately leading the city governor, Hasan Pasha, to reverse the decision (izmir Biiyiiksehir
Belediyesi, 2011)25. These historical episodes suggest that people across the Mediterranean basin have long
been familiar with the struggle for affordable bread.

20 For example, Spain appeared more vulnerable to Russian-Ukrainian conflict since its industry was already trapped in high input
costs and a lengthy drought. Its status of being net importer of cereals which is highly reliant on Ukraine did not help much. Specifically
animal feed supply was under adverse effects because grain and corn as animal feed supplied from Ukraine. Thus, this war severely
harmed Spanish livestock farmers’ profitability which also doubled with inflation (Rabbi et al., 2023). But still o ne must admit that
there was no harm comparable to other Mediterranean countries such as Egypt or Lebanon. The European Union (EU) links this
resilience to EU’s common agricultural policy (CAP) since 1962 which develops capacity to ensure a high degree of food security over
years (Caprile & Pichon, 2022).

21 One must note that like the game of dominoes, one countries’ stumble affects the other. For example, Egypt’s export ban due to
Russian-Ukraine war also shifts the burden to a neighboring country with poor crisis management capacity like Yemen. Limiting food
exports to that country means drastic humanitarian problems (Abay et.al., 2022).

22 [t has been narrated that the Romans were extensively exposed to lead. The city’s water supply flowed through lead pipes, wine was
stored in lead containers, and Romans even applied lead power to their faces for cosmetic reasons. Consequently, lead poisoning
impaired their sense of taste. To compensate this, they used excessive amounts of spices in their meals to enhance flavor (Giirsoy,
2012). Turkiye’s wheat imports from Russia can be interpreted as a modern parallel example to this phenomenon. As domestic
production falls shorts but wheat still needed -analogous to the effects of lead poisoning- there arises a growing need to compensate
domestic production by increasing spice usage, in this case through heightened levels of Russian wheat importation (Ersoy, 2022).

23 [ronically, Turkish Straits are not always safe for transportation. If one must recall, The Independenta maritime accident in 1979
was one of the most dreadful accidents in the world. The accident was the result of a collusion between a Romanian tanker,
Independenta, carrying tons of crude oil (94,600 tons) and the Greek freighter at the entrance of the Bosporus. The explosion after the
collusion did crash all nearby building windows. The accident did not only cost lives of crew but the heavy marine pollution caused
by the spread of oil lasted for many years; marine species were dead and fishery was almost impossible (Kara Balci, 2020; Ogii t¢i,
2017).

24 Hybrid war entails a wide range of methods instead of conventional military action.

25 This era was marked by extravagancies too. There were bread riots on one hand and lavish architectural structures built were on
the other. During this symbiosis between poor and rich, the Potato Eaters painted by Vincent van Gogh, completed in 1885, was
depicting the harsh life of peasants in coarse faces and bony hands with limited food and drink (Buchholz et. al, 2012; Van Gogh
Museum, n.d.)
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In the Mediterranean context, political legitimacy has long been intertwined with state subsidies 26.
Especially in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) countries, domestic subsidies are instrumental to
maintain and preserve the governmental power because even slight increases in food prices have the
potential to incite social unrests and political upheavals as seen during the Arab Spring (Woertz, 2017;
Ersoy, 2023). Although rising food prices were not the sole cause of Arab uprisings in 2011, MENA states’
vulnerability to price shocks significantly contributed to the unrest (Engelke, 2017). Consequently, the
phrase “let them eat bread” became emblematic of political imperative to provide subsidized food as a
means of preventing riots and preserving regime stability (Ciezadlo, 2011).

In Egypt, for example, wheat has historically been a staple commodity prompting the development
of subsidy programs. During Nasser’s era, Arab nationalism was at its peak and the state implemented
subsidies on essential goods such as food and gasoline to promote a more equitable distribution of national
resources. These subsidies ensured artificially low prices through direct government support. Any attempt
to reform these subsidy programs were pushed back by public resistance. Just as Anwar Sadat’s attempt to
restructure Nasser’s subsidy system, Mubarak’s administration also faced protests from 2008 onwards due
to rising food prices. This underscores the notion that food prices played a critical and undeniable role in
sparking the Nile Revolution in 2011 (Dirioz, 2012).

Egypt’s agricultural system is highly vulnerable to global price shocks for several reasons. First, it is
heavily reliant on wheat imports, with over sixty percent of its wheat sourced externally. This dependency
significantly limits a resilient stance on food related issues given that country’s population is huge (up to
105 million). Second, Egypt suffers from a lack of diversification in import resources, partly due to the
timing of harvests but mostly due to higher shipping costs. For that reason, Russia and Ukraine are more
viable importers rather than distant producers such as Canada or Argentina. Third, food price fluctuations
have severe implications for the national budget. Any rise in global food prices poses threat to both fiscal
stability and consumer purchasing power. This is especially critical considering Egypt’s major subsidy
programs. Its bread subsidy program, “Baladi,” provides subsidized bread to millions per month at an
annual cost of $3.24 billion and nine million tons of wheat, and “Tamween” which offers ration cards for
various basic foodstuff. These figures demonstrate how sensitive the supply chain is to external disruptions
(Abay et.al, 2022)77.

Food security challenges have also manifested in rising human mobility pressures in the region. It
seems that the Mediterranean future is to be marked by “massive illicit flows.” (Engelke, 2017). While the
Mediterranean basin has historically been densely populated and highly mobile (Atvur, 2020), current
trends suggest more alarming case. First, the scale of the flow (millions) is staggering. It is stated that only
3.770 people in 2015 alone were dead in their attempts to cross the sea (Engelke, 2017). It is hard to forget
the haunting photograph that a Turkish Gendarmerie carrying the lifeless body of three-year-old Syrian boy
who drowned in a failed attempt to cross the sea (Alarabiya News, 2015). Second, countries such as Tiirkiye,
Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt have been significantly impacted by these flows (Engelke, 2017). The
demographic pressures exerted on these states strain their social systems and carry further instability risks.

The escalating pressures in the Mediterranean have compelled states to adopt counter measures
regarding the massive flow. Among the most prominent is the reinforcement of border policies. European
Union member countries appear to be drawing a geographic and political dividing line between northern
and southern shores of the region to contain these flows (Seirinidou, 2023). In practical terms, this” line”
terminates at Greece?8. As a result, the most distressing part, hosting the large influx, has been left upon
disproportionately on the shoulders of countries such as Tiirkiye, Algeria, or Morocco?°. This kind of myopic
realism has produced equally narrow policy responses, most notably the use of migrant card as a diplomatic
bargaining chip. Several cases demonstrate how stopping (or letting in) the influx is employed as a foreign
policy instrument to advance the national goal in question (Sezek & Sanzon Maya, 2025; Dailyummah, 2022;
Perspektif, 2021).

26 The roots of subsidies are originally far back in history. Selling out wheat or barley in discounted prices was a state policy called
“anona” which expanded later into the distribution of free wheat or bread and other basic foodstuff as well. This was such a policy
which covered one out of three Roman people at the time. The distinctive aspect of this “anona” for recipients was its approval as a
right of succession from father to son. According to one view, Roman politicians adopted this policy from Hellenes to mitigate extreme
poverty in urban area (Kiple, 2010; Unsal, 2021).

27 One of the adverse effects of those subsidy programs in Egypt is related to health issues. Egyptians has high rates of overweight and
obesity due to energy dense foods financed through those subsidized products (Abay et.al, 2022).

28 Greece has constructed a 40 -kilometer- long wall along its Turkish border with an electronic surveillance system to stop possible
flows (Cumhuriyet, 2021).

29 It suggests that the Barcelona process which aims at EU stability in the Southern Mediterranean has simply fallen apart (Alessandri,
2015).
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From a food security standpoint, the influx of people into the Mediterranean region holds significant
implications. First, the prevailing approach of curbing the influx is treated as a panacea which is
fundamentally flawed. At best, it only offers a temporary fix. Second, many of the proposed solutions fail to
constitute genuine win-win strategies but quite the contrary. For example, although Italian Foreign Minister
Tajani has acknowledged the importance of food security in an interview, what he proposed was “Mattei
Plan” which envisages a development plan in Africa aiming at reducing the human flow and mitigating
climate change impacts primarily through raw material extraction3? and energy cooperation agreements,
but certainly not predatory ones (Il Messaggero, 2023). Third, demographic asymmetry presents another
challenge. While some Mediterranean countries face an aging population, the African Sahel is home to one
of the world’s fast growing youth demographics, a disparity likely to fuel the influx under any scenario. In
this light, it is no exaggeration to describe the Mediterranean as “a global super highway to host high volume
of goods, people and ideas from all over the world” (Engelke, 2017).

To conclude this part, the prevailing perspective must be noted as the Mediterranean region is
increasingly destined to be in fragmentation, instability, and persistent conflict (Alessandri, 2015). This
brings us full circle to the article’s initial premise; securing a prosperous future for the Mediterranean
requires a responsible approach which is certainly not a myopic one.

Conclusion: What Needed to Loosen or Cut Gordian Knots in the Mediterranean

The Mediterranean region is rich in natural beauty, renowned culinary traditions, and abundant
natural resources. Yet, it simultaneously faces a complex set of challenges that may fuel instability. This
article has framed these challenges as the Mediterranean’s Gordian knots, issues so entangled that resolving
them requires exceptional attention particularly through the lens of food security. First, ecological
degradation of the Mediterranean Sea has been examined compounded by the waning of bio-diversity and
adverse effects of climate change from a food security standpoint. Second, the growing geopolitical interest
in the eastern Mediterranean part of the region due to its natural gas and oil reserves has been on the table
to analyze, revealing the potential for serious repercussions on regional food security. Third, the article
addressed the social and economic vulnerabilities of Mediterranean populations, especially those reshaped
by demographic changes and large-scale influx. Given these multi-dimensional vulnerabilities, the words of
Harari (2017) resonate strongly recalling his argument that as a biggest fraud in human history, “the
essence of agricultural revolution is the ability to keep more people alive under worse conditions.” (Harari,
2017, p.95).

Given the Mediterranean basin’s current and anticipated food security challenges, it is imperative to
seek sustainable and effective solutions to loosen the region’s Gordian knots. If the argument that dietary
patterns shape social behavior holds true, the Mediterranean may possess a cultural advantage. According
to this perspective, what people consumes influences how they perceive and solve problems. For example,
in societies where hunger is masked by fast food, solutions tend to be palliative and postponing in nature
(Kurtoglu, 2018). Still, solving structural issues requires more than inspiration from the Mediterranean diet.
Drawing from Confucian philosophy, three elements are vital for a stable government, namely weapon, food,
and trust. When sacrifices are necessary one should relinquish weapon first, then food but never trust
(O’Neill, 2002). In the Mediterranean context, regional countries must find a way of cultivating mutual trust.
This mutual trust requires not only abandoning narrow self-interest but also embracing long-term vision.
The danger here is that many political actors either lack the time or appetite to think beyond short electoral
cycles and develop long-term plans (Ogiitcii, 2017). As noted in a United States presidential campaign,
foreign policy has succeeded only “when it has combined realism and idealism” (Snyder, 2004)3. The same
balance of principles should be employed in the future recipe book for the Mediterranean.

Peer Review: Independent double-blind
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30 This extraction issue of raw materials is unfortunately like a blue note. For example, though their flag is defined by the red maple
leaf as a symbol of Canadian identity (Government of Canada, 2023), Canadian mining companies are frequently associated with
environmental disasters in Tiirkiye. Such kind of a disaster ironically happened just two days before the Canadian Flag Day, on 13
February 2024 in Erzincan-Ilic. After the collapse of the cyanide pool at the gold mine, mining workers were trapped under a landslide.
The disaster did not only end up with fatalities but also with the spill of cyanide waste into the soil. Although Canadian Ambassador to
Ankara denied that the gold mining company was Canadian, a Turkish journalist replied him that the company was subject to the
Canadian Companies Act according to the company’s own internet site (Bianet, 2024).

31 This quote belongs to Senator John Kerry (Synder, 2004).
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CLIMATE CHANGE, COASTAL EROSION, AND DISPLACEMENT: REVISITING
TRANSBOUNDARY ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE THROUGH THE CASE OF EGYPT’S
NILE DELTA

iklim Degisikligi, Kiy1 Erozyonu ve Yer Degistirme: Misir'in Nil Deltas1 Ornegi
Uzerinden Sinirasan Cevresel Adaletin Yeniden Gézden Gegirilmesi

Nur Seda Temur!

Abstract

This paper examines how environmental migration, justice, and governance intersect in the
context of climate change. The study focuses on Egypt’s Nile Delta as case. The Nile Delta, which is
one of the most vulnerable regions in the World in terms of climate, has the risk from sea level rise
and consequently land loss. The main argument of this research is that due to these factors, people
are forced to migrate from Nile Delta region both just because of social and political inequalities but
also due to environmental pressures. There is the lack of resources, unequal resource access,
exclusion of society from decision-making process and fragmented governance. From a justice-
oriented perspective, this study assesses the top-down adaptation strategies of the government
which focuses on the infrastructure over the needs of populations. Under this claim, this study first
discussed the theoretical framework which is environmental justice and environmental migration.
Then, the sea level rise and migration risk in the Nile Delta are examined as a case. After that, the
governance, participation and climate justice in the Nile Delta are considered. Before the conclusion,
the discussion on environmental migration, transnational justice and regional governance are
conducted from the case of the Nile Delta.

Keywords: Environmental Migration, Climate Change, Environmental Justice, Governance.

0z

Bu makale, iklim degisikligi baglaminda ¢evresel goc, adalet ve yonetisimin nasil kesistigini
incelemektedir. Calisma, Misir'in Nil Deltas érnegine odaklanmaktadir. iklim agisindan diinyanin
en hassas bolgelerinden biri olan Nil Deltasi, deniz seviyesinin yiikselmesi ve buna bagl olarak
toprak kaybi riski tasimaktadir. Bu arastirmanin temel argiimani, bu faktérler nedeniyle
insanlarin hem sosyal ve siyasi esitsizlikler hem de cevresel baskilar nedeniyle Nil Deltasi
bolgesinden go¢ etmek zorunda kaldiklaridir. Kaynak eksikligi, esit olmayan kaynak erisimi,
toplumun karar alma siirecinden dislanmasi ve pargalanmis yonetisim s6z konusudur. Bu
calisma, adalet odakli bir bakis acisiyla, hiikiimetlerin niifusun ihtiyacglarindan ziyade altyapiya
odaklanan yukaridan asagiya uyum stratejilerini degerlendirmektedir. Bu iddia altinda, bu
calisma ilk olarak ¢evresel adalet ve cevresel go¢ olan teorik cerceveyi tartismistir. Ardindan, Nil
Deltasi'ndaki deniz seviyesinin yiikselmesi ve go¢ riski bir vaka olarak incelenmistir. Daha sonra
Nil Deltasi'nda yonetisim, katilimcilik ve iklim adaleti ele alinmistir. Sonug béliimiinden dnce, Nil
Deltas1 6rneginden hareketle ¢evresel gog, ulusotesi adalet ve bolgesel yonetisim ilizerine bir
tartisma yturiitilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cevresel Gog, iklim Degisikligi, Cevresel Adalet, Yonetisim.

Introduction

When the climate change concept first emerged, it was perceived not only as an ecological and
scientific challenge but also as a political and ethical one. One of the adverse impacts of this change is the
environmental migration, which includes both forced and voluntary displacement of people or communities
as a reaction to changing environmental issues. Some of these environmental issues are rising sea levels,
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extreme weather conditions, desertification, and lack of resources. These extreme conditions have an
impact on human settlement and their mobility around the world. Although all these changes are seemed
as a result of environmental challenges, this is not the case. Inequality, exclusion and power of states shape
who moves, how they move and what kind of help they get. Therefore, environmental migration cannot be
perceived separate from the principles and politics of environmental justice.

Environmental justice, as a conceptual and practical tool, helps us to understand how environmental
burdens and benefits are distributed across different social groups. It's not just about pollution or toxic
waste; it's also about whose interests are serviced, whose voices are repressed, and who gets to participate
in environmental decision-making. What started out as a U.S.-based campaign against the disposal of toxic
waste in underprivileged areas has since grown into a global dialogue on intergenerational equity, climate
vulnerability, and the right to maintain one's community roots. When viewed in this light, environmental
migration compels us to consider the following important issues: Who is most vulnerable to displacement?
Who has the money to move or adapt? Importantly, who can influence the laws that dictate such results?

This study poses a central research question: In what ways can governance in the Nile Delta be
restructured to embed environmental justice more effectively within climate adaptation and migration
strategies, with particular attention to the needs and voices of vulnerable populations? By referring this
question, this study goes beyond documenting the impacts of climate change or critiquing centralized
governance. Through an in-depth case study of the Nile Delta, this research offers a valuable contribution
to the literature that connects environmental migration with justice-oriented governance frameworks.

This study combines conceptual understanding with empirical research to examine the relationship
between environmental justice and environmental migration. An important example is the Nile Delta in
Egypt, where millions of people are at risk due to the gradual threat of sea level rise and land subsidence,
which disproportionately affects those who are already marginalized politically and economically. In
addition to documenting a vulnerable geography, the goal of examining this case from the perspectives of
justice and migration is to reveal the governance shortcomings and moral conundrums that are present.
Major policy frameworks around the world have started to acknowledge the connection between migration
and climate change. Environmental factors of migration are included in documents such as the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Global Compact for Migration (2018). However,
acknowledgment is not the same as action. Many of these initiatives lack enforcement power, funding
mechanisms, or legal clarity by leaving displaced communities in a policy limbo. This disconnects between
global acknowledgment and local reality reinforces the need for grounded, critical research.

Biophysical vulnerabilities, sea-level rise scenarios, and infrastructure responses have been the main
topics of previous studies on environmental migration and climate adaptation in the Nile Delta (Frihy, 2003;
El Raey, 2010). These studies frequently take a technocratic approach, providing engineering solutions and
projections while mainly ignoring concerns about community agency, governance, and justice. Few studies
have systematically connected environmental migration with environmental justice principles in the Nile
Delta context, although more recent publications (Laczko & Aghazarm, 2009; Bettini, 2014) starting to
recognize the socio-political aspects of environmental displacement. By investigating how governance
institutions might be changed to more effectively incorporate justice-based methods into migration
planning and climate adaptation, this study aims to close this gap. By connecting environmental migration
studies with the environmental justice literature through a targeted, region-specific lens, it makes a
significant and unique contribution in the process.

Crucially, environmental migration is not just about abstract policy gaps, but it is already part of lived
experience of people. Across coastal zones, small islands, and increasingly dry farming regions,
communities are being forced to adapt in real time, often with limited resources and even less support.
While climate models can predict when and where the water will rise, they cannot capture what it feels like
to lose one’s home, one’s history, or one’s ability to stay. These are human stories, not just statistics. For this
reason, the analysis ahead embraces not just scientific data but also social, emotional, and cultural
dimensions of displacement.

The structure of the paper reflects this holistic approach. First, it introduces a theoretical framework
that brings together environmental justice and environmental migration. Then, it turns to the specific case
of the Nile Delta, exploring the region’s social and ecological vulnerabilities. Following that, the discussion
shifts toward regional governance and transnational justice, asking how broader political structures shape
both the risks people face and the support they receive. The paper concludes by reflecting on what it will
take legally, ethically, and politically to respond to environmental migration in ways that are not just
effective, but fair.
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1. Theoretical Framework: Environmental Justice & Environmental Migration

In recent years, as the impacts of climate change have intensified, the concept of environmental
justice has gained significant attention worldwide. This is especially true when vulnerable communities face
disproportionate exposure to environmental hazards yet lack the necessary resources to adapt or relocate.
As a result, climate change is increasingly understood not just as an environmental challenge, but also as a
pressing justice issue. Before going into the details, it is important to clarify what environmental justice
actually means. The term was first introduced by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
which defines its goal as “ensuring that all people, regardless of race, national origin, or income, are
protected from disproportionate impacts of environmental hazards” (U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Office of Environmental Justice, 2000; Holifield, 2001). This highlights the principle that no one
should bear an unfair share of environmental risks based on their background. Similarly, the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) expand this concept into
transportation, emphasizing that “minority and low-income populations should proportionally benefit from
transportation projects” (U.S. Department of Transportation, 2000). Beyond official agencies, grassroots
activists offer an even broader perspective, demanding “the cessation of the production of all toxins,
hazardous wastes, and radioactive materials” (Principles of Environmental Justice, 1991; Holifield, 2001).
Holifield also highlights that government agencies tend to interpret environmental justice differently,
noting that “all federal environmental justice programs include provisions for both distributive justice—
which focuses on the fair distribution of environmental quality among communities—and procedural
justice, which ensures citizens’ access to decision-making processes affecting their environments”
(Holifield, 2001). In sum, environmental justice encompasses both equal environmental conditions and
equitable participation in environmental governance.

Although the U.S.-based EPA concept of environmental justice, which emphasizes the fair distribution
of environmental benefits and responsibilities, has been used extensively, viewpoints from the Global South
provide important additions to this framework. Indigenous and postcolonial studies emphasize the close
connections between colonialism's legacy, resource exploitation, and epistemic dominance and
environmental injustices (Martinez-Alier, 2002; Whyte, 2018). Indigenous philosophers from Africa and
Oceania emphasize the need for relational and land-based understandings of justice, while western
development models are challenged in Latin America, which emphasize harmony with nature and
community rights. The significance of cultural identity, historical marginalization, and spiritual ties to land
are highlighted in these comments. A more pluralistic and decolonial approach to climate adaption and
displacement in areas like the Nile Delta, where structural inequalities are influenced by both local and
global power dynamics, is made possible by including various viewpoints.

Moving beyond definitions, it’s crucial to recognize how the scope of environmental justice has
expanded well beyond traditional pollution concerns. While government efforts often center on classic
pollution issues, activists emphasize a wider range of concerns, including military activities, housing rights,
and local autonomy (Holifield, 2001). Cutter (1995) further broadens the focus to include social
mobilization, shifts in public and private policies, and empowerment at the local level. Despite its broad
appeal, environmental justice faces practical and conceptual challenges, especially when assessing its
effectiveness in real-world policy and empirical research. Cutter (1995) points out that while
environmental justice is a compelling moral framework, it suffers from methodological inconsistencies,
ambiguous empirical evidence, legal constraints, unresolved causal questions, and challenges related to
scale. For example, evidence of environmental injustice often varies depending on the type of hazard
studied, the geographic scale, demographic group examined, and timeframe considered. Without clear
methodological standard, such as consistent thresholds or spatial units, claims of injustice can be hard to
substantiate. Legal hurdles also exist; under civil rights law, claimants must prove intentional
discrimination, which is a high bar and weakens the power of law to enforce environmental justice (Cutter,
1995). In addition to this, local activism both block dangerous land uses and forces polluting industries to
poorer regions. Local activism also illustrates the complexity of justice (Cutter, 1995). In a nutshell,
environmental justice on the one hand offers a perspective to understand environmental harms, on the
other hand, its application is complex due to ambiguity in definition, difficulties in methodology and also
legal constraints. Discussing the real-world issues including sea level rise and migration threats in regions
like Nile Delta makes the case even more curial.

When we move to environmental migration issue, it refers to a large are of research that focuses on
the forced displacement of people because of harsh environmental changes like sea level rise,
desertification, and extreme weather conditions. (I0OM, 2009). Migration due to these extreme conditions
can be perceived as a response for adaptation and an indicator for structural injustice because of forced
displacement due to lack of management and unstable conditions. (Black et al, 2011). Thence, when
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environmental justice and environmental displacement concepts were taken into consideration together,
both the social and political forces including providing resources, delivery of aids and displacement can be
understood better. One of the most important component of the concept is to make sense the vulnerability.
Environmental injustice occurs due to social, economic or political rejection over time. Therefore, it could
be stated that environmental displacement occurs not because of a specific issue, but the cumulative impact
of the exclusion, extended neglect and environmental degradation. This multiple-dimension reflects that
migration due to environmental reasons is not a prompt response to the crisis, but a response due to a long-
term systemic failure. This point of view highlights those past losses have an impact on the present risks
and future mobilities and actions of communities.

In recent years, the literature on environmental migration has evolved significantly, emphasizing the
multidimensional nature of mobility under climate stress. Scholars such as Boas et al. (2019) and Heslin
(2021) have highlighted the role of structural inequalities, historical marginalization, and governance
deficits in shaping migration patterns. Unlike earlier deterministic approaches that viewed environmental
migration as a linear response to climatic events, contemporary studies stress the importance of agency,
place attachment, and political context. The concept of trapped populations (Black et al,, 2011; Zickgraf,
2018) has also gained traction, recognizing that immobility can be just as critical as mobility in the face of
climate risks. Furthermore, there is growing attention to the intersectionality of displacement experiences,
particularly how gender, age, class, and legal status affect adaptation capacity and migration choices (Kalin
& Schrepfer, 2012; McNamara et al, 2021). By integrating these insights, this paper aims to bridge
environmental migration and justice frameworks to provide a more nuanced understanding of
displacement dynamics in the Nile Delta.

Moreover, environmental justice challenges the traditional models of development rooted in top-
down and one size fits all policies. Rather, environmental justice advances solutions that are community
driven and identifies the different responsibilities that are rooted from inequalities in terms of structure
and history. Considering this perspective, it could be argued that both researchers and policymakers can
comprehend both the reason of migration and how people migrate, also analyze the way governance, aid
mechanisms and strategies of adaptation can support or precent transitions.

When displacement occurs, disadvantaged groups become sometimes the least equipped to recover
or receive support. Indeed, they frequently exist in high-risk places due to systemic differences (Adger et
al, 2013). Furthermore, policies that focus on environmental migration are frequently rooted in risk
management or national security concerns, not on the principles of justice. (Bettini, 2014).

Establishing a justice-oriented strategy needs a shift toward rights-based and participatory
frameworks, such as community-led removal plans, redistributive approaches, legal identification, and
security against forced displacement (Farbotko & Lazrus, 2012). By establishing a connection between
environmental justice and environmental migration, the socio-political reasons of vulnerability can be
understood better and proper climate adaptation approaches can be created. Considering this, Nile Delta,
which is an example for complex cases, reflects the intersection of environmental hazards and migration
forces. These kinds of cases can be analyzed under this theoretical framework.

2. Case Analysis: Sea-Level Rise and Migration Risk in the Nile Delta

This study employs a qualitative content analysis of policy documents, academic literature, and
international frameworks, focusing on how climate adaptation and migration governance in the Nile Delta
addresses principles of environmental justice. Climate change causes important environmental changes.
One of these changes is the sea level rise. The Nile Delta, one of Egypt's most productive and livable regions,
is particularly at risk. Over six million people might be displaced, vital infrastructure and agricultural land
could be lost, and over 19% of the Delta's land area could be submerged with a one-meter rise in sea level,
according to projections (El Raey, 1997). Factors caused by humans exacerbate this vulnerability even
more. For instance, the construction of the Aswan High Dam has disrupted natural sediment flows, while
ongoing land subsidence continues to reshape the region’s geomorphology (Stanley & Warne, 1993). In fact,
in many low-lying parts of the Delta, the land is sinking faster than sea levels are rising, making these areas
even more prone to flooding and saltwater intrusion (Frihy, 2003). The following map shows the Nile Delta.
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Figure 1. Geographical Overview of the Nile Delta
Source: UNDP, 2023.

Beyond the environmental dimension, the Delta’s situation has significant social and economic
implications. Millions of residents in this region live in poverty and depend heavily on natural resources,
especially land and water, for their livelihoods. As freshwater becomes scarcer and agricultural yields
decline, climate-related migration becomes both a coping strategy and a critical policy issue (Omar &
Bardsley, 2024). Yet, despite these challenges, internal displacement in Egypt remains poorly understood
and insufficiently addressed within national adaptation strategies (Black et al.,, 2011). As a response to the
increasing threat of sea level rise in the Nile Delta, authorities have implemented a range of physical
interventions. Some of these are building sea walls and bulwarks, to more recent efforts focused on
restoring areas of wetlands (Sharaan etal., 2022). Although these measures can diminish some of the crucial
impacts of coastal flooding and erosion, they do not focus deeply on systemic issues that create
vulnerability. Structural problems such as uneven access to vital resources, established socioeconomic
inequalities, and inequitable governance structures that lack justice remain largely unaddressed by these
interventions.

Fragile social groups are more sensitive to consequences of climate change and the adaptation to
climate change excessively means that protection of these groups from extreme outcome of climate change
such as, drought or extreme weather events. In other words, environmental justice requires taking care of
vulnerable groups against climate change results. As Adger (2006) indicated that adaptation strategies must
take into account disadvantageous groups as inclusive participation in decision making process. One of the
best examples for such climate change vulnerability can be observed in the Nile Delta where environmental
challenges meet with fragile social groups. As a consequence of climate change-oriented movement, there
is an immediate need for climate change adaptation strategy by focusing on environmental justice.

At the first glance, inclusive decision-making process to overcome climate resilience for goodness
of all parts within the society is urgent need. Although Egypt made formal commitment to Paris Agreement
as its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution, the implementation at local level of this agreement and
obtaining successful results are not possible due to unstructured governmental system (UNFCCC, 2015).
This can be observed at high level with illegal living areas due to lack of expertise and financial capacity
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(OECD, 2023). Due to poor planning in informal settlements, effect of climate change is harsher, and the
consequences of climate change is the increase in social injustice and income inequality.

Because of this, poor rural communities are significantly under the risk. Low-income rural
communities, fishing villages and illegal urban settlements through southern bank of the Nile River are
under the climate change threat. Housing facilities, clean water, sanitation facilities, legal structure of land
ownership are first vulnerable points in terms of climate change. The increase in soil salinity and extreme
weather conditions such as storm surges are the causes for vulnerability (Adger, 2006; Black et al., 2011).
When people in these communities are displaced, they often lose not only their homes and livelihoods but
also their social networks and political agency. Displacement under these circumstances is not just physical
but also economic, emotional, and political.

Addressing such multi-layered vulnerabilities requires more than reactive infrastructure. It calls for
an integrated and multidimensional approach, one that combines ecological restoration with strong social
safety nets and inclusive institutional reform. Nature-based solutions, including dune stabilization and
wetland rehabilitation, have shown potential for reducing coastal vulnerability while also enhancing
biodiversity (Frihy, 2003). But these efforts must be matched with initiatives that strengthen public
participation in planning, ensure fair access to relocation resources, and embed environmental justice
principles at the core of national adaptation policies. When adaptation is guided by a rights-based approach,
it becomes not just a means of managing environmental change, but a tool for correcting historic patterns
of exclusion and promoting long-term, inclusive resilience (Adger, 2006).

Encouragingly, there has been a noticeable increase in civil society engagement within the Delta in
recent years. Local NGOs, university researchers, and youth-driven groups are beginning to advocate more
forcefully for inclusive, participatory approaches to climate planning. All these new initiatives illustrate the
crucial change in the way that governance is though about. The programs have larger impact on
comprehensive adaptation plans both at the national and international levels. They address the local
expertise and influence the perspectives of populations. The initiatives of these local communities
significantly force climate solutions. The institutional solutions are socially proper and environmentally
sustainable.

The Nile Delta continues to be one of the world's most climate-vulnerable low-lying coastal regions,
according to recent climate modeling and satellite-based estimates. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC AR6, 2022) projects that Egypt will see more frequent extreme weather events,
increased intrusion of saltwater, and rising temperatures, all of which pose serious threats to freshwater
availability in the Delta and agricultural livelihoods. Large areas of the Delta are also vulnerable to flooding
under even modest sea-level rise scenarios, according to recent research employing high-resolution remote
sensing (El-Nahry & Doluschitz, 2023; Climate Central, 2019). These results highlight how urgent it is to
move away from solutions that are only partially constructed and toward more comprehensive, justice-
focused adaption plans that take sociopolitical vulnerabilities and local demands into account.

In addition to this, the main motives behind human movement in the Nile Delta should be scrutinized
through cultural structure and cognitive decision-making process at individual level. The land ownership
does not just mean the tool for income revenue but strong tie with ancestors, society as well as person
herself. In other words, the land that they live and cultivate defines these people and their strong part of
their identities. Therefore, the movement from “fatherland” is not for sure easy decision-making process.
Such migration has certain and very deep effect on these people’s psychology. Such psychological rupture
also has different level of impact on peoples from different generations. Elderly people have more tendency
to stay where they live either lack of support for mobility or their emotional fragility. For young people,
migration is relatively easy decision for new way of life. Yet, it has serious consequences natural social
“insurance” within the community because the elder people have more responsibility to support young
generation when they establish their own lives. In other words, the support chain between young and older
generation in fragile society has been broken through migration movement. Moreover, the break in such
social insurance system makes more fragile the groups who have already very scarce financial and other
resources for sustainable livelihood. Therefore, environmental displacement has deep effect on survival
abilities as well as identities which persists for centuries.

3. Governance, Participation, and Climate Justice in the Nile Delta

In order to understand the action of communities to climate change in terms of their adaptation,
preparation and recovery, there is a need for technical knowledge. Therefore, the design and operation of
government is crucial at this stage. Governance in the context of environmental migration is more complex
than institutional planning or legal frameworks. It is closely related to the distribution of power, the
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inclusiveness of decision-making procedures, and the degree of agency communities have in determining
their own reactions. Climate policies run the risk of sustaining the vulnerabilities they are intended to
address when these systems do not incorporate justice at their core. This disparity is particularly noticeable
in Nile Delta. The Delta attempts to put fair and practical climate adaption plans into action have been
severely hampered by centralized authority and the marginalization of local voices.

A significant concentration of authority is a defining feature of Egypt's approach to environmental
regulation. Decisions applied to climate change are usually made at the federal level with little participation
from local communities or regional stakeholders (Sowers & Weinthal, 2010). Although Egypt has intention
to achieve what was promised at Nationally Determined Contributions under the Paris Agreement through
highly centralized planning and programming though centrally decision-making process, with often
neglecting minority and vulnerable groups. Large-scale infrastructure operations like coastal walls,
desalination plants, and extensive drainage networks are the result of this central planning and financing
system. These infrastructure operations could be helpful direct consequences of climate change but such
large initiatives with extensive financial resources but they may neglect the needs of vulnerable groups. In
other words, just focusing on infrastructure fails to address sociological and psychological needs of people
(Agyeman et al., 2003).

The intentional exclusion of underrepresented groups in decision-making process related to climate
change is the urgent issue to be addressed for environmental justice. Small scale farmers, people in poverty
at urban areas and people in illegal residents are the social groups which are affected seriously by the
climate change. Unfortunately, the central government actions and plans do not pay attention to the needs
of these groups. Therefore, the central government actions do not meet the needs of these groups and their
effectiveness is under question. For instance, relocation plans without any consultation to people whom are
going to be affected has tendency to create antagonism between governmental bodies and local people and
they can erode social and cultural structure on those soils (Elasha, 2010). Such governmental mistakes
demonstrate the misconnection between people’s need and governmental plans.

Lack of democratically structure at national level also leads the diminishing accountability and lack
of involvement in decision-making process. The people in vulnerable groups usually have lack of
information about climate change measurements, especially these people’s displacement. Low level of
education in these groups creates also another barrier to take part in decision-making process. Centrally
planned actions without these people’s consent directly affects them. According to Agyeman et al. (2003),
the right to information and participation in decision making process which impacts their future is not
subsidiary but essential part of environmental decision along with material resources distribution.

These challenges are made worse by the split of institutional responsibilities among various
ministries and sectors. Numerous government agencies in Egypt deal with climate-related issues, ranging
from disaster response and water management to housing and land use. Nevertheless, there is often little
or no coordination amongst these authorities (UNDP, 2013). This disjointed structure leads to inconsistent,
reactive policy responses that are typically driven by short-term political considerations rather than long-
term resilience planning. As a result, efforts to adapt to climate change often lack coherence, efficiency, and
the capacity to meet the diverse demands of vulnerable communities.

Nonetheless, research from all across the world demonstrates that community-based adaptation, or
CBA, can support more inclusive, efficient, and sustainable climate solutions. Reid et al. (2009) claim that
approaches that involve local involvement have produced outcomes that are more affordable, socially
cohesive, and tailored to local needs. Even though these models are still in the early stages of development
in Egypt, promising examples are starting to appear, such as livelihood diversification programs in coastal
areas and urban greening projects, which demonstrate the important role that locally led efforts can play in
enhancing climate resilience. But, for these efforts to reach scale, major institutional reforms are needed.
Decentralizing authority and building the capacity of grassroots organizations, local councils, and NGOs will
be critical to expanding bottom-up adaptation.

Equally important is the integration of gender and generational perspectives into participatory
governance. In many rural communities across the Delta, women are among the first to experience the
burdens of climate change, facing food shortages, water scarcity, and heightened caregiving responsibilities,
yet they are frequently excluded from formal planning and decision-making processes (Elasha, 2010).
Similarly, despite their ability to spur innovation and promote long-term resilience, young people, who
comprise a sizable section of Egypt's population, are often disregarded in policy discussions. Truly inclusive
adaptation measures must go beyond mere symbolism of participation to provide youth and other
marginalized groups a real voice in deciding climate solutions.
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In conclusion, if the Nile Delta is to have effective climate governance, centralized, infrastructure-
focused models must make way for systems that place a higher priority on fairness, participation, and
accountability at all levels If the project is implemented without consent of all stakeholders, it fails more
likely in spite of the high level of expertise involvement. Therefore, environmental justice passes through
just decision-making process. For this purpose, the decision-making process must be transparent and open
to suggestions from local level.

The conditions also illustrate close tie between climate policy though professional perspective and
social and psychological structure. The Delta fragmentation is as a result of global injustice within
international power struggle and wide range of national governmental structure. Therefore, climate change
policy within the Delta requires interaction with international financial and legal system. Therefore, the
understanding of migration in the Nile Delta requires inquiries international dynamics at regional and local
level. Due to this reason, following part focuses on trans-border justice system and possible responsibilities
for regional governments in order to equitable responses to environmental migration.

4. Discussion: Environmental Migration, Transnational Justice, and Regional Governance

The Nile Delta is a noticeable case for the interdependent problems of environmental degradation,
environmental migration and environmental justice. Because of climate change, sea level rises and
instability in ecology increases. At this stage, migration due to environmental hazard become very complex
and important for the adaptation strategy of coastal populations. These populations need to give crucial
decisions about the place they need to go, the way to protect their identities and to survive. This movement
is typically far from voluntary. Rather, environmental migration usually takes place in the context of
historical marginalization, institutional failure, and persistent structural inequality, all of which
significantly limit the alternatives, agency, and dignity of impacted individuals (Adger et al,, 2013; Foresight,
2011).

Technocratic solutions are insufficient to achieve environmental justice in this situation. It calls for a
critical interrogation of who is displaced, by what forces, and under what circumstances. Migration,
therefore, should not be reduced to a demographic trend or security issue but it must be understood as the
product of broader socio-environmental injustices (Schlosberg, 2007). In the Nile Delta, already
marginalized groups, like smallholder farmers and residents of informal settlements, face disproportionate
exposure to coastal hazards while simultaneously lacking the political influence, economic resources, or
institutional support necessary to adapt or relocate effectively. These distributional injustices are
compounded by procedural exclusion, as those most affected are routinely sidelined from decision-making
at all levels of governance (Walker, 2012).

Central to these challenges is a persistent governance gap. Egypt’s climate adaptation strategies
remain overwhelmingly centralized and technocratic, emphasizing infrastructural defenses, such as sea
walls and drainage networks, rather than social vulnerability and community engagement. While such
measures may reduce physical risks, they do little to address the deeper, more complex realities of
displacement, particularly for those already living in precarious conditions or unable to migrate
autonomously (Frihy, 2003). Furthermore, the absence of legal recognition or policy frameworks for
internally displaced persons (IDPs) affected by environmental factors leaves these populations without
adequate rights, support, or visibility. This legal vacuum is not unique to Egypt but reflects a broader
international trend: most countries have yet to formally recognize or protect people displaced by climate-
related factors (McAdam, 2012).

At the regional and global levels, governance mechanisms for addressing climate-induced
displacement remain fragmented and underdeveloped. In the Mediterranean context, there is currently no
binding multilateral agreement to manage climate-related migration or to ensure the rights of displaced
people across borders. International frameworks such as the Global Compact for Migration (2018) and the
Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage under the UNFCCC have acknowledged
environmental migration, but they lack enforceable provisions or robust funding mechanisms to support
long-term adaptation and relocation (IOM, 2022). This governance gap could result in reactive, exclusive,
or securitized actions as climate hazards increase, especially in politically delicate areas like North Africa
(Bettini, 2014).

However, there are some avenues for more equitable and well-coordinated solutions through
regional administration. Institutions such as the Union for the Mediterranean and the Arab League have
made general commitments to climate action, but their frameworks remain underdeveloped with regard to
cross-border migration. A Mediterranean Climate Migration Framework, which modeled on instruments
like the Kampala Convention in Africa, could help establish shared legal standards, promote policy
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coherence, and facilitate the pooling of resources. For such a framework to be effective, however, it must be
rooted in principles of climate justice and acknowledge the stark power asymmetries between northern
and southern Mediterranean states. Only through a fair and cooperative regional approach can the policy
vacuum between national inaction and global indecision be addressed.

This discussion also highlights the ethical and political responsibilities of the Global North. Countries
and corporations most responsible for historical emissions carry a disproportionate burden for the
displacement crises now affecting regions like the Nile Delta (Gardiner, 2011). Yet, despite repeated
commitments, climate finance flows remain inadequate. Moreover, adaptation aid is often shaped by donor
priorities or cost-effectiveness metrics rather than by the justice imperative (Roberts & Parks, 2007). A
meaningful commitment to transnational climate justice would involve expanding access to relocation
support, investing in community-led adaptation, and enabling safe cross-border movement while ensuring
that displaced individuals retain voice, rights, and dignity.

Equally important is the recognition that not all climate-affected populations will migrate. Some will
remain due to poverty, immobility, or restrictive state policies; others may choose to stay due to cultural,
emotional, or ancestral ties to their land (Black et al,, 2011; Foresight, 2011). Therefore, justice-based
responses must be multi-dimensional by serving both those who move and those who remain. This requires
integrating planned relocation with in-situ resilience strategies and fostering inclusive governance at local,
national, and transnational levels.

The way that mobility is framed is another crucial aspect of the discussion of international justice.
While some academics support formal international legal recognition of climate refugees, others caution
that doing so would perpetuate restrictive and securitized narratives. Rather, mobility ought to be
acknowledged as a resource as well as a right, an adaptive tactic that can help people pursue opportunities,
safety, and independence. At this state, the Mediterranean region is crucial. Migration is involved in racially
and politically charged narratives. The case is shown as a catastrophe that needs to be dominated, not as a
reality that needs to be comprehended. By adapting justice-focused point of view on the movement of
people can change the discussion about migration. Migration can be perceived as an opportunity for shared
responsibility, regional solidarity and cooperative solutions. Hence, it is not a matter of danger but a chance.

The Nile Delta is a crucial example to show what happens when government authorities fail to include
justice. Hence, the Delta demonstrates the failed governmental solutions to displacement. Some of these
solutions are infrastructure projects, border control and technocratic adaptation. Although these solutions
are crucial, they are not enough. The governmental strategies need to be multi-layered. The strategies need
to empower local communities to lead their own adaptation initiatives. At the same time, the strategy needs
to connect national protection mechanisms and international financial and legal assistance. An
environmental justice is crucial at this stage because it extends legal protections of individuals who are
displaced, reassess the allocation of funds and gives responsibilities to organizations for right-based results.
In a nutshell, the Nile Delta case is not an exception for environmental justice to take some actions. The case
show that there is a potential if environmental justice is prioritized. Also, it reflects the losses if there is lack
of action for adaptation to environmental changes. In order to highlight environmental migration, a proper
and future focused resilience is necessary. The consequences of these findings will be discussed in the
following part.

The UNDP-led project "Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation in the North Coast of Egypt" (2018-
2025), which is co-financed by the Green Climate Fund, is one of the most important ongoing initiatives to
improve resilience in the Nile Delta. Through a combination of low-cost dike systems and nature-based
solutions, the initiative seeks to safeguard 17 susceptible locations along the Mediterranean coast from
flooding and seawater intrusion. In addition to implementing early warning systems and community
outreach initiatives to boost local adaptation ability, the project has finished preventive measures in a
number of high-risk regions, including Damietta and Kafr El Sheikh, as of 2024 (UNDP Egypt, 2024).
Nevertheless, despite these successes, criticisms of the project's low community involvement and its
comparatively limited emphasis on physical infrastructure persist, reiterating larger worries about Egypt's
top-down approach to climate adaptation.

Conclusion

This paper indicates clearly that environmental justice is especially significant topic for the Nile Delta
due to vulnerable social groups from environmental migration perspective. Saltwater intrusion, sea level
rise, and unexpected climate events are drivers for environmental migration. Yet, political structure in
decision-making process, economic inequality and marginalization and underrepresentation of fragile
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groups in political structure folds consequences of physical factors. Therefore, the adaptation to climate
change also requires focusing on human made structure to establish environmental justice.

The fragmented social structure in the Nile Delta at al level, i.e. local, national and global, is not well
prepared for climate change oriented migration. The adaptation strategy in Egypt focuses on physical
infrastructure by omitting fragmented social structure and economic disperse. At international level, the
measurements against climate change resulted social vulnerability is inadequate. Fragile groups, such as
low-income rural communities, coastal fishing villages, and informal urban neighborhoods are out of
protection; neither they can raise their voices on political agenda.

As a result, there is an immediate need for reconsideration of environmental justice and policy
making process, which usually omits underrepresented groups in the society. By saying environmental
justice, it requires climate adaptation plan by taking into account environmental migration and long-term
resilience structure for fragile groups. Therefore, there is a need for giving voice to vulnerable groups in
resource allocation and functioning of governmental bodies from democratic perspective, especially at local
level. Such strategy could help paving a way to environmental justice because the public resources should
not focus on the people who have already access to decision-making process though strong lobbying
activities. Therefore, legal protection to people who resides at informal neighborhoods. In addition, a larger
collaboration in the Mediterranean and MENA region is requirement for effective dealing with severe
consequences of climate change on disadvantaged groups. In addition, historically high emission rate states
should be more responsible for such vulnerable groups though financial means to decrease climate change
effects. Crucially, a justice-oriented approach must also prioritize the empowerment of affected
communities: enabling their participation in planning processes, ensuring equitable access to resources,
and respecting their cultural and emotional ties to place.

This study also highlights the need to integrate climate adaptation into broader frameworks of social
justice and inclusion. Adaptation cannot be conceptualized purely in technical or infrastructural terms. Its
success hinges on how effectively it addresses historical inequalities and supports communities in shaping
resilient, self-determined futures. In the Egyptian context this means embedding adaptation strategies into
national development planning, labor policies, education systems, and urban planning initiatives. Only
through such holistic integration can we address the underlying causes of displacement, rather than merely
its symptoms.

Looking ahead, future research should center the lived experiences of environmentally displaced
individuals and communities. Ethnographic and participatory approaches can provide valuable insights
into how people navigate displacement, construct resilience, and maintain their sense of identity and
belonging amid environmental upheaval. In the context of the Nile Delta, longitudinal studies could help
policymakers understand the evolving nature of vulnerability, adaptation, and displacement over time.
These insights are essential for designing responsive, ethical, and effective policy interventions.

Ultimately, this paper argues that bridging the conceptual gap between environmental justice and
environmental migration is not only an analytical imperative but also a moral one. Climate-induced
displacement should not be treated as a series of disconnected emergencies. Rather, it offers a critical lens
through which to examine deeper global injustices and, more importantly, a potential entry point for
reimagining migration, governance, and climate action in more inclusive and transformative ways. If justice
remains sidelined, adaptation risks entrenching exclusion. But if justice becomes central, it opens the door
to a more equitable and humane response to one of the defining challenges of our time.
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SURIYELI DUZENSiIZ GOCMENLERIN ENTEGRASYONU UZERINE BiR DERLEME
A Compilation on the Integration of Syrian Irregular Migrants

Leyla OCAKLI?

0z

Suriye’de 2011 yilinda baslayan i¢ karisikliklar ve catisma ortami, Suriyelileri daha giivenli
bir hayat aramaya itmis, boylece Suriyeliler kitleler halinde giivenli bulduklar: iilkelere gog
etmislerdir. Meydana gelen bu go¢ hareketleri yillardir siirmekte olup milyonlarca Suriyeli cevre
tilkeler ve Avrupa ilkelerine ulasmistir. Yogun olarak gerceklesen diizensiz go¢ hareketleri
Akdeniz’i bir go¢ bolgesi haline getirmistir. Suriyelilerin yasa disi olarak gerceklestirdigi gocler,
goc edilen toplumlarda entegrasyon konusunun giindeme gelmesine neden olmustur. Zira sayilari
aniden ve hizla artan Suriyeli diizensiz gogmenlere yonelik belirsizlik ortami gerek Suriyeliler
gerekse goc edilen tlkenin halkinda tedirginlik yaratmaktadir. Bu noktada, toplumda huzurun
saglanmasi adina devletlerin basarili bir go¢ yonetimi saglamasi 6nem tasimaktadir. Calismada
Turkiye ve Avrupa'ya siginan Suriyeli diizensiz gd¢menlerin toplumda yarattigi etki ve
entegrasyon konusuna yer verilmistir. Calismada nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmis, giincel
mevzuat ile kurum ve kuruluslarin raporlari, internet siteleri ve diger ikincil belgeler tizerinden
dokiiman analizi yapilmistir. Bu kapsamda; Suriyelilere yonelik temel insani ihtiyaglarin
karsilanmas1 ve sosyal imkanlara erisim entegrasyonun olumlu tarafini gostermekte olup,
Suriyeliler ile yerli halk arasinda iletisim ve sosyal kabul konular: iyilesmeye muhta¢ konular
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bunun nedeni olarak toplumsal gruplarin birbirini tanimamasi ve
belirsizlik ortaminin devam etmesi gosterilebilir. Bu noktada devletler ve sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin sosyal iletisimi giiclendirmek ve karsilikli 6nyargilari en aza indirmek igin
onlemler almasi gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Suriye, Diizensiz Gog, Entegrasyon, Uyum, Sosyal Kabul

Abstract

The civil unrest and conflict that began in Syria in 2011 prompted Syrians to seek a safer
life, causing them to migrate en masse to countries they considered safe. These migration
movements have been ongoing for years, with millions of Syrians reaching neighboring countries
and European countries. These irregular migration movements have turned the Mediterranean
into a migration zone. The migration of Syrians has brought the issue of integration to the
forefront in the host communities. The uncertainty surrounding the sudden and rapid increase in
the number of irregular Syrian migrants is causing anxiety among both Syrians and the host
country’s population. At this point, it is important for states to ensure successful migration
management in order to maintain peace in society. The study focuses on the impact of Syrian
irregular migrants who have sought refuge in Tiirkiye and Europe on society and the issue of
integration. The study used qualitative research methods and conducted document analysis
based on current legislation, reports from institutions and organizations, websites, and other
secondary documents. In this context, meeting the basic humanitarian needs of Syrians and
providing them with access to social opportunities demonstrate the positive side of integration,
while communication and social acceptance between Syrians and the local population are issues
that need to be improved. This can be attributed to the lack of mutual understanding between
social groups and the ongoing uncertainty. At this point, governments and civil society
organizations must take measures to strengthen social communication and minimize mutual
prejudices.
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Suriyeli Diizensiz Gé¢cmenlerin Entegrasyonu Uzerine Bir Derleme

Giris

Entegrasyon, gd¢menlerin alici toplumun farkli alanlarindaki hayat siirecine dahil edildigi, ev sahibi
toplumlar ve gégmenler arasindaki karsilikli uyumun iki yonli siireci olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bu nedenle,
entegrasyon gocmenler ve ev sahibi toplumlar icin bir dizi ortak sorumluluk gerektirmektedir. Bu genis
anlayis, sosyal katilim ve sosyal uyum gibi diger ilgili kavramlar icerir. Bu baglamda; saglifa ve egitim
imkanlarina erisim gibi toplumsal alanlara katilim, isgiicii ve ekonomik hizmetlere erisim gibi iktisadi
katilim ile sivil ve siyasi katilim gé¢cmenlerin hayata dahil edilmesi kapsaminda ele alinirken ayrimcilikla
miicadele, yabanci diismanligina karsi miicadele ve karsilikli anlayisi tesvik etmek sosyal uyum kapsaminda
ele alinmaktadir. Fakat entegrasyon ve sosyal uyumla ilgili terminoloji olduk¢a tartismalidir ve
entegrasyonun sosyal uyum ile es anlamli olup olmadig1 ve dolayisiyla kiiresel baglamda kullanim icin
onerilmesi gerekip gerekmedigi konusunda sorular devam etmektedir. Her ne olursa olsun ortak payda,
entegrasyonun istikrarli ve kapsayici toplumlara katkida bulunan bir siire¢ olmasidir (Abdirahman, 2017).
Bu calismada, Suriyelilerin toplumlara karsilikli uyumu kapsaminda entegrasyon terimi kullanilmistir.

Son donemde, diinya ¢apinda yasanan siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal sorunlar nedeniyle kitlesel gocler
meydana gelmistir. Ozellikle Orta Dogu’daki catismalar, kisileri tilkelerini terk etmeye ve Bati iilkelerine go¢
etmeye zorlamistir. Boylece, Akdeniz, goclin yogun olarak yasandigi bir bolge olmustur. Go¢ hareketlerinin
sikligl, kabul eden iilkelerde gé¢cmen niifusun artmasina neden olmus, bu iilkelere ve halklarina baz
yiikiimliiliikler getirmistir. Ozellikle, Suriye’de yillardir siiren catisma ve savas nedeniyle milyonlarca
Suriyeli baska iilkelere siginmistir. Suriyelilerin sigindig tilkelerin basinda Tirkiye gelmektedir. Tiirkiye,
kimi Suriyeliler i¢in Avrupa’ya ge¢mek icin bir transit iilke konumundayken kimi Suriyeliler a¢isindan ise
yerlestikleri hedef tilke konumundadir.

Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menler, gtivenli iilkelere gecmek icin Dogu Akdeniz rotasini kullanmaktadir.
Dogu Akdeniz rotasi, Suriye’den Tiirkiye’ye yapilan ve ardindan da Yunanistan ve Bulgaristan gibi
Avrupa’ya geciste ilk durak noktasi olan iilkelere yapilan diizensiz gocii ifade eder (FRONTEX, 2024). Bu
noktada, Avrupa’ya geciste Ege Denizi yogun olarak kullaniimaktadir. Bunun yaninda, Akdeniz tizerinden
Avrupa’ya yapilan go¢ hareketlerinde en yogun olarak kullanilan rota Dogu Akdeniz rotasi olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir (Euronews, 2025). Calismada, Tirkiye ve Avrupa’ya siginan Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menlerin
entegrasyon konusu ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalar derlenmistir.

Sekil 1’de Suriyelilerin en fazla oldugu iilkeler verilmistir. Tiirkiye, Suriyelilerin savastan kacarak
sigindigl iilkelerin basinda gelmekte olup en fazla Suriyeliyi barindiran iilke konumundadir. Avrupa’da ise
Almanya, en fazla Suriyelinin bulundugu iilkedir. Almanya’ya giden Suriyelilerin sayisinin fazla olmasinin
baslica nedeni olarak iilkenin Suriyeli go¢menlere kars: acik kapi politikas1 uygulamasi oldugunu séylemek
mimkiindir (Albarosa&Elsner, 2022). Milyonlar1 asan Suriyeli go¢menler gittikleri toplumlarda
entegrasyon olgusu karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Birlesik Kralllk 1 14,830
) 1 15,873
Ispanya 1 16,219

116,807
Danimarka 1 17,398
1 18,669
Bulgaristan 1 20,305
1 31,004
Yunanistan = 44,757
= 50,759
Avusturya = 65,622
) = 86,956
Isve¢ == 97,939
=== 156,465

Irak == 786 099

] 628[135

Urdiin  ee—— 716,728
] 774[697

Tﬁrkiye - ___________________________ | 3[112[683

0 500,000 1,000,000 1,500,000 2,000,000 2,500,000 3,000,000 3,500,000

Sekil 1: Suriyeli diizensiz gocmenlerin en fazla oldugu iilkeler
Kaynak: Statista, 2025.
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1. Entegrasyon Kavrami

Entegrasyon, kisilerin toplumsal yasamda siirdiirmesi gereken gorevlerini birbirleri ile is birligi
icerisinde icra etmesini ifade etmektedir. Bu noktada, entegrasyonun saglanabilmesi i¢cin toplum iiyelerinin
birbirine benzemesi ya da ortak degerlere sahip olmasi s6z konusu degildir. Entegrasyon farkliliklari
birlestiren ve kullanan bir olgu olup dislamaya yer vermez. Bir toplum {iyesinin hosgoriilii olmas1 ve
yasalara saygi duymasi, ayrica toplumun diger iiyelerinin de ayni sekilde davranacagina giivenmesi,
toplumla is birligi yapmasina daha yatkin olmasini saglar. Bu bakimdan hosgorii ve digerlerinin haklarina
saygi, karsilikli hosgort ve is birligini gliclendirecek ve hiikiimetlerin bu {i¢ unsuru temel alan sosyal uyumu
tesvik etmeye yonelik politikalar gelistirme cabalari, sosyal barisi saglamaya 6nemli olgliide katkida
bulunacaktir (Stanley, 2003).

Entegrasyon, iki yonlii bir caba olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir ve entegrasyon girisimleri uzun vadeli
bir perspektife oturtulmasi gereken siirectir (Hamza, 2021). Uyum konusu, gégmenlerin kendi kimliklerini
terk etmeden gittikleri iilkedeki topluma uyum saglamalari ve ev sahibi toplumun da kurumlariyla birlikte
gocmenleri kabul edip onlarin ihtiyaglarimi karsilamasi seklinde gelisen iki yonlii bir durumdur. Her iki
taraf da uyum ve hosgoérii tutumunu korudugu takdirde, olumlu bir durumun ortaya ¢ikmasi olasidir
(Agcadag Celik, 2021).

Genel olarak entegrasyon, gogmen ve yerli halkin kiltiirel cesitliligi kabul etme ve tek bir siyasi
sistem altinda esit katilimi tesvik etme stratejisidir (Berry, 2011). Entegrasyon soz konusu oldugunda,
insanlarin temel ihtiyaclarini karsilamanin 6tesinde, gé¢menlerin kabul eden toplumla baris icinde bir
arada yasayabilmeleri, uyumu koruyabilmeleri ve kendi kiiltiirel degerlerini kaybetmeden o toplumun
belirli sosyokiiltiirel degerlerini 6ziimseyebilmeleri siirecini, sosyal kabul ve uyum siireci olarak
adlandirabiliriz (Agcadag Celik, 2021).

Entegrasyonun Kkiiltiirel boyutu, go¢menlerin yerli topluma kiiltiirel degerler, tercihler ve inanglar
acisindan ne olciide yaklastiklarini kapsamaktadir. Her iilkede, baskin grup genellikle kendi temel
degerlerini belirler. Ancak normlar, degerler ve inanglar sabit olmayip, kabul eden toplum icinde de
degiskenlik gostermektedir. Bu da bir iilkenin kiiltiirii icin “kiiltiirel kiiltiirlesmenin” élciilebilecegi bir
standart olmadig1 anlamina gelmektedir (Damen vd., 2022). Entegrasyon ¢ok yonlii bir stirectir ve dil
engelleri, sosyal iletisim, giivenlik duygusu, hizmetlere ulasim, medya tiiketimi ve gelecekteki beklentilerin
entegrasyon lizerinde 6nemli bir rol oynadigini unutmamak gerekir (ipek vd., 2004).

Gocmenler, becerileriyle orantili ve kiiltiirel degerleriyle uyumlu bir sekilde ev sahibi ekonomiye
katilabiliyorlarsa, ayrica hayat standartlar1 asgari gereklilikleri karsilar bir duruma ulastiysa, gecirdikleri
sosyokiltiirel donlisiim kendi kimliklerini kaybetmeden yeni yasamlarina ruhsal olarak uyum
saglamalarina olanak saglar. Ayrica ev sahibi toplumun iiyelerinin yasam standartlar1 ve ekonomik
firsatlar1 go¢ akini nedeniyle kotiilesmemisse; yerli niifus ile gogmenler arasindaki anlagsmazlik yerli halkin
kendi igerisindeki anlagmazliktan daha ciddi boyutta degilse ve yeni gogmenler, daha dnce ev sahibi
toplumda yerlesik olan yabancilardan daha ¢ok ayrimciliga ugramiyorlarsa o zaman go¢menler gercekten
entegre olmus demektir (Feinstein vd., 2022).

Crisp’e gore (2004), gdgmen entegrasyonunda siirec¢ iic boyutludur. ilk boyut, kabul eden iilkenin
gdecmenlere genis haklar ve ayricaliklar tanimasidir. ikinci olarak, gégmenlerin devlet destegine veya insani
yardima bagimli olmadan siirdiirtilebilir ekonomik bagimsizlik elde etme becerisi entegrasyonu tesvik eder.
Son olarak, gogmenlerin kabul eden iilkenin vatandaslariyla birlikte giivenli bir sekilde yasayabilecekleri
sosyal siirecler olusturulmalidir. Bu siireclerin olusturulmasi icin hem gé¢menlerin hem de kabul eden
iilkenin vatandaslarinin ¢abalar1 ve 6zenleri gereklidir.

Kiiltiirel ¢esitliligi kabul etme stireci, hem gogmen hem de yerli halkin bir yandan topluma katilirken
bir yandan da bir dereceye kadar kiiltiirel biitiinliigii korumak i¢in bir strateji benimsemesi anlamina gelir.
Her iki niifusun da bu stratejiye ilgi duymasina ek olarak, kiiltiirt siirdirmek ve topluma katilmak i¢in
firsatlar gereklidir. Cesitli firsatlara erisimin kisitli olmasi, gogmenlerin kendi toplumlarinda sosyal baglar
kurma becerilerini sinirlayarak kiiltiirel bitiinligiin korunmasini ve ev sahibi topluma katilimini
sinirlamaktadir (Feinstein vd., 2022). Go¢menlerin geldigi topluluk ile kabul eden topluluk arasinda kiiltiir,
din, dil, irk, etnik kéken, inang, yasam tarzi gibi bir¢cok agidan farkliliklar varsa, sosyal kabul ve entegrasyon
siireci kacinilmaz olarak daha uzun zaman alir. Farkliliklar ne kadar fazla olursa, go¢menlerin entegrasyon
siireci ve yerel halkin sosyal kabul siireci o kadar zorlasmaktadir (Agcadag Celik, 2021).

Gogcmenlerin toplumla olan etnik ve kiltiirel ayriliklari, kimi zaman onlarin toplumsal kabuliiniin
onlinde bir engel olusturabilmekte ve toplumdan izole edilmesine neden olabilmektedir. Boylece
toplumdan dislandiklarim1 hisseden go¢menler, kendilerini etiketlenmis olarak disiiniirler. Bu durum
entegrasyonun saglanmasi oniindeki biiyiik bir engel olarak goriiliir. Bu nedenle, gogmenlerin etiketlenmis
ve dislanmis hissetmemeleri icin sosyal izolasyonu 6nlemek gerekir. Bu amaca ulasmak i¢in, “zenofobi” ile
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miicadele etmek gereklidir.

Zenofobi, gogmenlere ve yabanci olarak algilananlara karsi bir tiir davranigsal, duyusal ve tutumsal
onyargi olarak degerlendirilmektedir (Yakushko, 2009). Bu bakimdan zenofobi; uluslararasi go¢ ve insani
kalkinma arasindaki iliskiye zarar veren, uluslararasi go¢iin ekonomik ve sosyal faydalarini engelleyen, hem
gocmen hem de ev sahibi niifusu birgok farkli sekilde olumsuz etkileyen bir olgu olarak karsimiza
¢ikmaktadir. Gogmenlere yonelik artan zenofobi diizeyleri, bu gruplarin kirilganligini ve sémiirisiinii
artirarak gécmen ve gocmen olmayan niifus arasinda uzun vadede esitsizliklere yol agar. Diger bir deyisle
zenofobi, esitlik, sosyal adalet ile sosyal uyum ilkelerine zarar vermektedir (Crush & Ramachandran, 2009).

Yabancilara ve onlarin kiiltiirel yasam tarzlarina karsi duyulan korku olarak zenofobi, toplumlar
arasinda onyargilarin olusmasina neden oldugundan gé¢menlerin topluma entegre olmalarini ve kabul
eden iilkenin halki ile uyumlu bir sekilde yasamalarimi zorlastirmaktadir. Bu durum, toplumsal
entegrasyonu engelleyen bir faktordiir. Béylece, entegrasyonun saglikli bir sekilde gergeklesebilmesi i¢in
oncelikle toplumlarin birbirini tanimasina olanak saglanmalidir.

2. Tiirkiye’de ve Avrupa’da Entegrasyon ve Sosyal Kabul

Diizensiz go¢, sosyal hayatta meydana getirdigi etkiler nedeniyle toplumlarin karsilikl iletisim ve
etkilesimine dogrudan tesir etmektedir. Bu noktada sosyal kabul ve entegrasyon konusu 6n plana
¢ikmaktadir. Calismada, Tiirkiye’de ve Avrupa’da entegrasyon konusundaki ¢alismalara yer verilmis; nicel
arastirma yontemi kullanilarak toplum ve devletlerin diizensiz goce yonelik tutumlari a¢giga ¢ikarilmaya
calisiimistir.

Goc alan toplumlarda gécmenlere yonelik kimi kaygilar, ev sahibi tilke vatandaslarinin gégmenlere
mesafeli yaklasmalarina neden olmaktadir. Ozellikle gécmenlerin istihdami diisiirdiigii, ev ve Kkira
fiyatlarinda artisa neden olduklari gibi disiinceler toplumda ekonomik endise yaratmaktadir. Ayrica,
gocmenlerin iilkenin yiikiinli artirdig1 ve kamu hizmetlerinin aksamasina neden oldugu algisinin yani sira,
gocmenler belirli hastaliklarin yayilmasinin ve suglarin nedeni olarak goriilmektedir. Bu durum, toplumda
onlara karsi sosyal mesafe yaratmakta ve entegrasyonlarinin éniinde engel teskil etmektedir (Tung, 2015).

Entegrasyonun basarili bir sekilde saglanmasi, go¢menler ve yerli halkin birbiri ile uyum icinde
yasamasl ile miimkiin olmaktadir. Go¢iin sosyal hayati nasil etkiledigi 6nemli bir etken olup komsuluk ve
sosyal gruplar arasindaki saygi uyumu destekleyen faktorlerdir (Saggar vd. 2012). Toplumda karsilikli
tanima entegrasyon icin hayati 6nem tasimaktadir. Toplumlarin birbirini tanimasi, haklarin korunmasi ve
dayanisma ile miimkiindiir (Goksel, 2019). Toplumda entegrasyon, gécmenler ve yerli halkin birbirlerine
uyum sagladiklari, irksal veya etnik farkliliklarin sosyal hayati olumsuz etkilemedigi ve hayat kalitesine
iliskin kaygilarin gécmenlerle ilgili problemleri icermediginde miimkiin olabilmektedir (Saggar vd., 2012).

Entegrasyon konusunun diger bir boyutu da vatandaslik konusudur. Vatandaslik, kimi iilkelerde
entegrasyon politikalarinin bir araci olarak goriilmektedir. Fransa ve Almanya bu iilkelere érnek olarak
gosterilebilir. Vatandaslik elde etmek icin temel kosullardan biri, go¢gmenlerin entegrasyon siirecini
tamamlamis olmalaridir. Almanya ve Fransa’da, diizensiz gégmenlerin vatandaslik elde etmek icin yerine
getirmeleri gereken kosullar, 6zellikle de yasal ikamet siiresi konusunda diger gé¢menlere uygulanan
kosullardan daha kolaydir. Fakat vatandaslik elde etmek i¢cin entegrasyon kosullar1 diizensiz gogmenler,
yerlesik yabancilar ve diger yabancilar i¢in aynidir. Fransa’da diizensiz go¢gmenlerin vatandaslik kazanmasi
diger gocmenlere gore daha kolaydir. Genellikle yabancilar Fransiz vatandasligi elde etmek igin 5 yillik
ikamet sartin1 yerine getirmek zorundadir, ancak diizensiz gogmenler kararname ile Fransiz vatandashgi
elde edebilirler. Vatandaslik verilmesi i¢cin genel sartlar sunlardir: kisilerin sabika kaydi olmamasi, Fransiz
toplumuna entegre olmasi, yeterli Fransizca bilgisine sahip olmasi, Fransiz tarihi ve kiiltiirel degerlerini
anlamasi ve iyi ahlaka sahip olmasi (Yildiz, 2017).

2015 yilinda karsilastign diizensiz go¢men akini sonrasi Almanya, aldigi yogun gogle birlikte
toplumsal degisim yasamis ve entegrasyon siirecinin tamamlanmasini vatandasliga erisimin vazgecilmez
bir sart1 olarak ortaya koymustur. Siginma basvurusu kabul edilen yabancilar, alti yil ikamet sarti
sonrasinda ve gerekli kosullar1 sagladiklarinda Alman vatandashig icin basvuruda bulunabilmektedirler.
Bahse konu sartlar incelendiginde, go¢gmenlerden Alman toplumuna pek ¢ok alanda uyum saglamis
olmalarinin beklendigi goriilmektedir. Diizensiz gd¢menler ve yerlesik yabanci uyruklular arasindaki farki
inceledigimizde, vatandaslk konusunda her iki gruba da entegrasyon kosullarinin esit olarak uygulandigini
gorebiliriz. Ancak, ikamet kosullar1 agisindan diizensiz go¢menlerin siiresi nispeten daha kisadir (Yildiz,
2017).
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Tiirkiye’de ise vatandaslik hakk: kazanilmasi; iilke ile irtibatinin yakin olmasi, uyum ve entegrasyon
saglamasi, gogmenin iradesi ve yetkili makamlarin karari ile miimkiindiir. Vatandagslik alabilmek igin;
ikamet izni, yerlesme karari olmasi, Tiirkce konusmak, saglikli olmak, iyi ahlakli olmak, yasam masraflarini
karsilayacak gelir veya is sahibi olmak, milli giivenlik ile kamu diizeni agisindan engel yaratacak bir durumu
gibi sartlar aranmaktadir. Ancak, Suriyeli gogmenler icin 6zel bir diizenleme bulunmamaktadir.Suriyelilere
verilen gecici koruma belgesi, uzun siireli ikameti garantilemediginden vatandaslik basvurusu hakki
vermez. Fakat, tlim yabancilara saglanan; Tiirkiye'ye sanayi tesisleri getiren veya bilimsel, teknolojik,
ekonomik, sosyal, sportif, kiiltiirel, sanatsal alanlarda olaganiistii hizmeti gecen ya da gececegi diisliniilen
kisilere ve ilgili yonetmelikte 6ngoriilen miktarda yatirim yapanlara istisnai vatandaslk verilmesi
hususundan sartlari saglayan Suriyeliler de faydalanabilir (Dogan, 2022).

Entegrasyonda go¢ dncesi gostergeler de etkilidir. Zira egitim ve sosyoekonomik statii farkliliklar
sosyal kabulde s6z sahibi olabilir. Bu durum homofili ilkesiyle de aciklanabilir. Zira bireyler kendilerine
benzer kisilerle sosyal iligkilere girmeyi tercih ederler. Bu durum 6zellikle egitimsel homofili i¢cin gecerlidir
ve go¢ gecmisi olmayan yerli toplum tiyeleri genellikle daha yiiksek egitimli oldugundan, kendi tilkelerinde
daha yiiksek sosyoekonomik statiiye sahip olanlarin yerli topluma daha giiclii bir sekilde yonelmis bir
sosyokiiltiirel tipe ait olmalar1 beklenebilir (Damen vd., 2022).

Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menler cesitli travmatik olaylar yasamislardir ve sosyal entegrasyon boyutuna
daha duyarli olabilmektedirler (Hannafi & Marouani, 2023). Go¢ gostergelerine bakildiginda, kisinin gog
yolculugu ne kadar uzun ve zor gecmisse, yeni ¢evreye katilmaya hazir olmasi da o kadar uzun olabilir
(Damen vd., 2022). Bunun yaninda, iilkelerinde ve go¢ siirecinde olumsuz deneyimler yasayan, yiiksek
egitim diizeyine sahip Suriyeli diizensiz go¢gmenlerin entegrasyona daha yatkin olduklar1 gézlemlenmistir
(Damen vd., 2022).

Gogcmenlerin topluma entegrasyonu ve kabulii konusunda bir diger 6nemli faktér, medyanin
gocmenlerle ilgili haberleri ve bunlar1 aktarma bicimidir. Toplumsal algilar ve toplumsal kabul, diizensiz
gocmenlerin uyum siiregleri acgisindan kritik 6neme sahiptir. Ayrimcilik ile nefret dili ise uyumu
engelleyecek onemli sosyal bariyerler olusturmakta, toplumsal huzursuzluk ve c¢atisma ortaminin
hazirlayicilar: olmaktadir (Unutulmaz, 2022). Ispanya’da yapilan bir arastirma, medyanin gé¢cmenlerle
ilgili haberlerinin toplumun onlara bakisini etkiledigini gostermektedir. Aslinda, medyada gogmenlerle
ilgili olumsuz haberlerin toplumda gé¢men karsit1 duygular uyandirdigi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bunun yaninda,
gocmenlerle ilgili olumsuz haberlerin giderek azalmasi ve medyanin giindeminden kaybolmasi ile birlikte
gocmenlerin giderek daha az tehdit olarak algilandig1 goriilmistiir. Ayrica, medya ve siyasi sdylemlerde
aktarilan igeriklerin gé¢menlerin imaji ve toplumda olusan alg iizerinde ¢ok etkili oldugu ve toplumun
gocmenleri bir tehdit olarak algilamasinda énemli bir rol oynadig1 ortaya ¢ikmistir (D’Ancona, 2015).
Elazig’da yapilan bir arastirma bu goriisii desteklemektedir. Buna gore (Budak vd. 2017), Suriyeli
gocmenlerin neredeyse hi¢c yasamadig1 bolgelerdeki yerel halk, medya haberleri nedeniyle onlar1 bir¢cok
sorunun kaynagi olarak goriirken, Suriyelilerin yogun olarak yasadig1 bolgelerdeki yerel halk, Suriyeliler
ile ilgili haberlerin gercegi yansitmadigy, Suriyelilerin medyada ¢ikan haberlerden dolay: toplum tarafindan
kotii algilandiklar: goriistine sahiptirler. Bu baglamda, medyanin haberleri, Suriye'den gelen diizensiz
gocmenlerle yakindan ilgisi olmayan veya onlar hakkinda neredeyse hic¢bir bilgisi olmayan kesimlerde ¢cok
olumsuz bir etki yaratmaktadir. Boylece, medyanin toplumu etkilemedeki giicliniin, go¢gmenlerin sosyal
uyumu ve toplumsal kabuliinde Kkilit bir 6neme sahip oldugu goértilmektedir. Benzer bir sonu¢ Adana,
Gaziantep, Hatay, Kilis ve Sanliurfa’da yapilan calismada da goriilmiistiir. Buna gore (Gok, 2019); Suriyeli
gocmenlerle mahallelerinde hi¢ karsilasmayanlarin ¢ok fazla karsilasanlara gore daha fazla giivenlik ve
gelecek kaygis1 duyduklari belirtilmistir. Bu sonug, toplumun bilinmeyene karsi 6nyargi diizeyinin 6nemini
gostermektedir.

Tiirkiye’de Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menlere yonelik sosyal kabul egilimi ekonomik duruma gore
farklilik gostermektedir. Diisiik gelirli kesim, Suriye’den gelen diizensiz gé¢gmenlere karsi orta ve yiiksek
gelirli kesime kiyasla daha gii¢lii bir zenofobi egilimi gostermektedir. Bu agidan, insanlarin ekonomik
durumlarina iliskin olumsuz algilar1 derinlestikce, dis gruplara karsi olumsuz tutumlarinin da ayni sekilde
giiclendigi sonucuna varilabilir (Padir, 2019). Ozellikle, kotii ekonomik kosullar ve gdcmenlere karsi
kullanilan olumsuz séylemler sosyal uyumu bozarken, hizmet sunumunun ve ekonomik kosullarin
iyilesmesi sosyal uyumu giiclendirmektedir (Myers vd., 2024).

Gog, yalnizca goc¢ eden insanlar lizerinde degil, gidilen tilkenin sosyal yasami iizerinde de derin bir
etki yaratan iki yonlii bir olgu olma 6zelligine sahiptir. Memleketlerini terk edip baska bir tlilkede yeni bir
hayat kurmaya ¢alisan insanlar, birgok sorunla karsilasabilirler. Bunlar arasinda yalmzlik hissi, sosyal
izolasyon, yabanci olma hissi, vatan hasreti, degersizlik hissi gibi pek cok duygusal zorluk sayilabilir. Farklh
kiiltiir yapilarina sahip toplumlarin bir arada yasamasi ic¢in, birbirlerinin farkliliklarim1 kabul etmek
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kagmilmazdir. Bu kapsamda, go¢ edilen iilke entegrasyon igin dnemli bir rol iistlenmekte ve etkili uyum
politikalarinin uygulanmasi kaginilmaz olmaktadir (Keskinel & Dogan, 2020).

Diizensiz gociin yogun olarak meydana geldigi ve diizensiz go¢men sayilarinin milyonlarla ifade
edildigi Tiirkiye’'de, 04 Nisan 2013 tarihinde kabul edilen 6458 Sayili Yabancilar ve Uluslararasi Koruma
Kanunu gé¢menlerin uyum konusuna da yer vermistir. Buna gére; Goc idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii, tilkenin
ekonomik ve mali imkanlari 6l¢iisiinde, basvuru sahibinin veya uluslararasi koruma statiisii sahibi kisilerin
iilkemizde toplumla olan karsilikli uyumlarini kolaylastirmak ve iilkemizde, yeniden yerlestirildikleri
iilkede veya geri dondiiklerinde iilkelerinde sosyal hayatin tiim alanlarinda tgiinci kisilerin aracilig
olmadan bagimsiz hareket edebilmelerini kolaylastiracak bilgi ve beceriler kazandirmak amaciyla, kamu
kurum ve kuruluslari, yerel yonetimler, sivil toplum kuruluslari, tiniversiteler ile uluslararasi kuruluslarin
oneri ve katkilarindan da faydalanarak uyum faaliyetleri planlayabilir (Yabancilar ve Uluslararasi Koruma
Kanunu, 2013).

Tiirkiye'deki Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menlere karsi kimi zaman olumsuz tepki gosterilse de bazi
arastirmalar sosyal kabul diizeyinin yiiksek oldugunu gdstermektedir. Bu durum, savas magduru olmalari
sebebiyle Tiirk halkinda onlara karsi insani bir duyarlilik olusmasiyla agiklanabilir. Ancak Tiirk toplumunda
Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menlere yonelik “misafirlik” olgusu agir basmakta ve bu anlamda uyum saglama
yuktimlilagi oldugu goriisii yaygin olarak kabul géormektedir. Burada “misafir” kavraminin esas olarak
“sinirlama” kavrami olarak ifade edilmesi dikkat ¢cekmektedir (Erdogan, 2014). Bu kapsamda, Suriyeli
diizensiz gogmenlerin savasta ugradiklari zararlar Tiirk toplumunda temel insan haklarina saygi olarak
kabul edilmektedir, ancak onlarin misafir olduklar1 ve ev sahibi toplumun diizenine saygi géstermeleri
gerektigi diistincesi yaygin bir sekilde kabul gormektedir.

Fakat Suriyeli diizensiz gd¢menlerin issizligin artmasina, toplumun ahlak yapisi bozduguna, kira ve
ev fiyatlarindaki artisa neden olduklarina, kamu hizmet yiikiinii artirdiklarina, ¢alisanlarin iicretlerinin
azalmasina neden olduklarina, giiriiltli yaptiklarina, asayis sorunlarinin artmasina neden olduklarina dair
toplumda yaygin bir kani da mevcuttur (Karasu, 2018). Diizensiz gé¢men sayisinin yogun oldugu
Turkiye’de, niifus yogunlugu ve mevcut kaynaklarin sinirhiliklar: distiniildiigiinde, diizensiz gé¢gmenlerin
toplum nezdinde tehdit olarak degerlendirilmesi dogaldir (Padir, 2019). Diizensiz gé¢menlerin dislanmasi
ve goemenlerin ulusal kimlige karsi bir sorun olarak diisiiniilmesi, onlarin kimliklerine, 6zellikle de etnik ve
kiltiirel farkliliklarina dayanmaktadir. Ayrica, niifus yapisinin dengesi iizerine dayanan tehdit algisi,
gocmenlerin toplumda dengesiz bir sekilde dagilmis olmasi durumunda daha giiclii bir sekilde hissedilir
(D’Ancona, 2015).

Diizensiz gocler, genel olarak toplumda kimi kaygilara neden olabilmektedir. Bunlarin basinda; sug
ve asayis sorunlari, saglik endisesi, glivenlik tehdidi, kiiltiirel ve ekonomik tehditler, is ve ev bulmada zorluk,
ahlaki bozulma ve terér tehdidi gibi algilar gelmektedir (Avaner & Ocakli, 2024; Cimen & Quadir, 2018;
Oktay vd., 2019; Sen & Simsek, 2019; Moodley & Adam, 2015; Yakushko, 2009; S6nmez & Adigiizel, 2017;
Cetin, 2017; Tunca, 2019; Gok, 2019; Tekin Oniir & Onur, 2021; Alptekin vd., 2019; Nshom vd.,2022;
Aldemir, 2020; Karasu, 2018; Boyraz, 2015; Doner, 2016; Budak vd., 2017). Bu durum toplumsal yasamda
basta Suriyeliler olmak iizere diizensiz go¢menlere mesafeli yaklasiimasina neden olmakta ve sosyal
uyumun saglanmasina engel olusturmaktadir.

Manisa’nin Sehzadeler ilgesinde yapilan c¢alismada ise (Tekin Oniir & Onur, 2021); calismaya
katilanlarin yarisindan fazlasi Suriyeli dizensiz goé¢menlerin kendi tilkelerine geri goénderilmesini
istediklerini, Suriyelilerin kendileri i¢in giivenlik sorunu yarattigini ve Suriyelilerin su¢ oranlarini
artirdiklarim1 dusiindiiklerini belirtmislerdir. Anilan calismada Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menlerin isgiicii
piyasasinda iicretleri diisirdiigiing, is imkanlarinmi Tiirk vatandaslarinin elinden aldiklarini ifade etseler de
bir baska calismada (Oktay vd., 2019); Suriyelilere verilen diisiik iicretler yiiziinden ¢alisma tiicretlerinin
dustiigii fakat calismaya katilanlarin %45,2’sinin yanlarinda Suriyeli is¢i calistirma konusuna sicak
baktiklarin belirttikleri gorilmustiir.

Tirkiye’de Suriyeli diizensiz gd¢menlerle yakin bir sosyal iletisim halinde bulunan sinir kentleri
Gaziantep, Kilis ve Hatay illerinde yapilan bir ¢alismada; uyum ve toplumsal kabul konularina iliskin
gostergeler islenmis ve Suriyeliler ve anilan kentlerin toplumunun etkilesiminin yogun oldugu, toplumsal
kabul ve wuyum alanlarinda iyilestirilmesi gereken noktalar olsa da olumluya dogru gittigi
degerlendirilmistir (Agcadag Celik, 2021). Arastirmanin sonuglari, yerel halk ile Suriyeli gé¢menler
arasindaki sosyal etkilesim ve iletisimin arttigini ortaya koymustur. Suriyeli gé¢menler, anilan sehirlerin
farkl bolgelerine dagilmis olarak yasamaktadir ve bu sayede komsuluk iliskileri kurulmustur. Suriyeliler
Tirkge 6grenmeye caba gostermektedir, ancak bu sehirlerde Suriyelilerin yogunlugu, marketler, manavlar,
giyim magazalar1 vb. yerlerde kendi vatandaslarinin galismasi ve hastaneler gibi kamu kurumlarinda
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terciimanlarin istihdam edilmesi, bu bélgede giinliikk yasamda Tiirk¢e kullanma ihtiyacini biiytk 6l¢iide
azaltmaktadir. Bunun yaninda Kilis, Gaziantep ve Hatay yerel halkindan Kkisiler ile yapilan ¢alismada
katilimcilarin yarisindan fazlasi Suriyeli gogmenlerin, halktan uzak ve kopuk bir sekilde kentin belirli
yerlerinde toplu olarak yasamalarini ve gettolasmasini dogru bulmamaktadir (Agcadag Celik, 2021).

Gaziantep, Hatay, [stanbul, Bursa, Denizli, Sakarya, Mersin ve Osmaniye illerinde yasayan 40 Suriyeli
diizensiz gégmen ile yapilan ¢calismaya gore; katilimcilarin ¢ogunlugu uyum problemi yasadigini, bazen
ayrimciliga maruz kaldiklarini, Tirklerin Suriyelilere karsi dnyargi tasidigini, fakat Tiirk toplumuna karsi
olumlu duygular tasidiklarini, iletisim probleminin ise az diizeyde oldugu ve bunun da dil probleminden
kaynaklandigini, dil probleminin entegrasyon oniinde bir engel oldugu ve medyanin Suriyeliler konusunda
olumsuz igerik sundugu, 6zellikle sosyal medyada Suriyelilere kars: yiiriitiilen olumsuz propagandanin
Tiirklerde ényarg: olusturdugunu diisiindiikleri goriilmiistiir (ince & Shiko, 2021). Bu bakimdan gé¢gmen
kokenli Kisiler icin kabul eden toplumun ana dilini 6grenmek birgok agidan avantaj saglar. Dil, iki grup
arasindaki diyalogu tesvik etmek, ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel faaliyetleri ortaklasa yiirtitmek, dostane
iliskiler kurmak ve uyumlu bir sekilde yasamak icin son derece énemlidir. Ozellikle sinir sehirlerinde, kamu
kurumlari ve sivil toplum kuruluslari, Suriyeli diizensiz go¢gmenlere yonelik Tiirkce ve okuma yazma
kurslar1 diizenlemektedir. Suriyeli diizensiz gogmenlerin bu kurslara katilim gosterdigi gortulmektedir.
Tiim egitim kurumlarinda, Suriyeli cocuklar ve gengler, yerli sinif arkadaslariyla birlikte derslere katilarak,
ogrenciler ve dgretmenlerle etkilesim icinde Tiirkce 6grenme olanagi bulmaktadir. Okullarda, Suriyeli
diizensiz gé¢menlere yonelik Tirkce 6grenme hazirlik kurslari da diizenlenmektedir (Agcadag Celik,
2021).

Ankara’da yasayan 60 Suriyeli diizensiz go¢men ile yapilan ¢alismada; Suriyeli gégmenlerin Tiirk
halkindan kopuk bir sekilde, kendi aralarinda dayanisma ag1 olusturduklar1 ve Tirkege dilini 6grenme
gayreti icinde olmadiklari, bunun sebebi olarak Tirklerin Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menleri komsu ya da
arkadas olarak gorme egiliminde olmamalarini diisiindiikleri ve sosyal iliskilerinde ciddi bir mesafenin
varligina isaret ettikleri gériilmektedir (Ipek vd., 2004). Bunun yaninda, Suriyeliler ve Tiirkler arasindaki
dostluk ve komsuluk iliskilerinin son derece zayif oldugu, Suriyeli dizensiz gogmenlere gore, bu durumun
Tirklerin Suriyelileri komsu veya arkadas olarak benimsemediginden kaynaklandigi belirtilmektedir.
Calismaya katilan Suriyelilerin ¢ogunlugu, Tirklerin Suriyeli diizensiz gé¢menleri sevmediklerini ve
onlarla dostluk veya komsuluk iliskileri kurmaya yanasmak istemediklerini diisiindiiklerini belirtmistir.
Suriyelilerin ¢ogu, Tiirkiye’nin sundugu hizmetlerin yeterli oldugu gériisiinii dile getirmistir (ipek vd.,,
2004).

Unutulmaz (2022) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismaya gore ise; Tiirk toplumunun genis kesimleri arasinda
Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menlere yonelik hizla yiikselen bir nefret dili vardir ve Suriyeliler giivenlik tehdidi
olarak goriilmektedir. Zira, belirsizligin mevcut oldugu ortamda, dogru bilgiye ulasmakta sikint1 yasayan
toplumlar, Suriyeli gogmenler hususunda kontroliin yitirilmis oldugu algisina sik¢a kapilabilmektedirler.

Avrupa iilkeleri ise entegrasyon konusunda gdé¢menlerin bazi siiregleri tamamlamalarini talep
etmektedir. Bunlar; iilkede konusulan dili, ayrica kiltiir ve tarihini bilmek, ahlaki iyi olmak, toplumsal
diizene uyum gibi birtakim kosullar1 barindirmaktadir. Ornegin Almanya'ya gelen sigimmacilar,
varmalarinin hemen ardindan entegrasyon siirecine dahil edilmektedirler. Bu siire¢ onlarin Almanca
6grenmesi, meslek egitimlerine katilarak meslek sahibi olmas1 gibi konular:1 icermektedir. G6¢gmenlerin
entegrasyon egitimlerine katilimi zorunlu kilinmis olup bu kurslarda Alman toplum degerleri
ogretilmektedir (Yildiz, 2017). Hiikiimet destekli entegrasyon kurslarinin, Alman halkinin Suriyeli
gocmenlerle arkadaslik kurma oranlari ile diger yerlilerle arkadaslik kurma oranlari arasindaki farki
kapattig1 ve goreceli arkadaslik tizerinde énemli bir olumlu etkiye sahip oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu bulgu,
entegrasyon sonug¢larinin  degismez  olmadigini, ancak hiikiimet politikalar1  tarafindan
sekillendirilebilecegini vurgulamaktadir (Bailey vd., 2022). Fakat Suriyelilerin Almanya’da ev bulmasi
olduk¢a zor bir durum olarak goriilmekte olup barinma sorunu o6nemli bir problem olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Suriyeli oldugu icin ev sahiplerinin evlerini kiraya vermek istemedikleri
anlasilmaktadir. Ayrica, hiikiimet tarafindan saglanan sosyal yardimlarin yetersiz oldugunu ve saglanan
yetersiz yardimla kiranin tamamini 6deyemediklerini belirtmislerdir (Feinstein vd., 2022). Almanya'daki
Suriyeli go¢menler i¢in entegrasyon olanaklarinin éniindeki sosyoekonomik zorluklar ve kalici sistemik
engeller konusu lizerinde c¢alisilmaya ve iyilestirmeye muhta¢ oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Ayrica,
gocmenlerin ev sahibi lilkedeki destek programlarinin ve sosyoekonomik durumlarinin yeni topluma uyum
ve entegrasyon deneyimlerini 6nemli 6l¢iide etkiledigi dikkate alinmalidir (Dibo, 2024).

Almanya’da oldugu gibi Fransa’da da diizensiz gégmenler iilkeye ulastiklarinda “karsilama ve
entegrasyon” anlasmasi imzalamaktadirlar. Boylece, zorunlu entegrasyon egitimi ve lisan egitimlerine
katilmayi, Fransiz toplumunun ve Cumbhuriyetin temel degerlerini kaniksayip kabul etmeyi taahhiit
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etmektedirler (Yildiz, 2017). Fakat Suriyeli diizensiz gd¢menler, 6zellikle dil programlarina erisimin
Fransa’da zor oldugunu ve ayrimcilia ugramaktan kaginamadiklarinmi bildirmislerdir. Bunun yaninda
Fransa’da Suriyelilerin, daire bulma konusunda devlet tarafindan saglanan hizmetlerden genel olarak
memnun oldugu belirtilmistir. Hiikiimet sosyal konutlar saglamis ve bu konutlarin bulunmasinda emlak
acenteleriyle yakin is birligi icinde ¢alismistir. Buna ragmen Fransa’daki milteciler, sosyal konutlarin izole
bir bolgede ya da toplumun disinda yer almasi gibi bazi olumsuzluklara dikkat ¢ekmistir. Toplulugun geri
kalanindan bu sekilde ayr1 tutulma, topluluk tiyeleriyle iliski kuramama ve birbirlerine asir1 given duyma
ile sonuglanmistir. Fransa’daki gogmenler, bu dislanmanin entegrasyonlarini ve yasam kalitelerini olumsuz
etkiledigini, hiikiimetin tiim yabancilar1 tek bir bolgede ya da mahallede toplamasinin Fransizlar ve
goemenler arasindaki iletisimi kestigi icin entegrasyon siirecini engelledigini, hiikiimetin gé¢menlerin
yasadig1 mahalleleri ihmal etmesi ile de su¢ oranlarinin arttigini bildirmislerdir. Ev sahibi toplumdan ayr1
tutulmak, miiltecileri Fransiz sakinlerinden daha da uzaklastirmis, gé¢menler, bu uygulamanin kendileri
hakkindaki mevcut kliseleri nasil giiclendirdigini ve icinde bulunduklari kosullar1 nasil daha diismanca hale
getirdigini anlatmiglardir (Feinstein vd., 2022).

Almanya, Fransa ve Isvicre’de Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menlerle yapilan bir ¢cahsmada; Gogmenlerin
genel olarak tcretsiz saglik hizmetlerinden ve saglanan hizmetlerin diizeyinden memnun oldugu
gorilmistir. Ozellikle Fransa’da saghk sigortasinin ¢ok iyi oldugunu, ¢ok fazla saghk yardimi aldiklarini,
Fransa’da hizmetlerin ¢ok iyi oldugunu ve giinliik yasam i¢in her seyin giivence altinda oldugunu
belirtmislerdir (Feinstein vd., 2022). Fakat ayni durum sosyal hayatta goriilmemekte olup 6zellikle din ve
giyim kusam farkliliklari nedeniyle ayrimciliga maruz kalmislardir. Anilan iilkelerde ayrimciligin yaygin
oldugu, entegrasyon agisindan olumsuz sonuglar dogurdugu goérilmektedir. Yerli halk, Suriyeli
gocmenlerin ekonomik, siyasi ve sosyal olarak katilimina izin verirken, ayrimcilik tiim entegrasyon
alanlarinda devam etmekte ve katilim sistematik olarak esitsiz kalmaktadir. Ozellikle Isvicre'de oturma
izinlerinin miltecilerin haklarimi diger tlkelere gore daha fazla kisitladig1 gosterilmistir (Feinstein vd.,
2022). Her tg¢ tlkedeki miiltecilere konut saglandiginda bile kiiltiirlerini bu konutlara tasimalari
engellenmis ya da sadece gogmenlerin yasadigl mahallelerde yasamalarina izin verilmistir. Ev sahipleri,
kiracinin Arapc¢a televizyon kanallar1 veya Arapca miuzik ¢alamayacagimi dikte etmek gibi ayrimci
kisitlamalar uygulamislardir. Miizikleri, televizyonlar: ve kiyafetleri olmadan miiltecilere sadece fiziksel bir
barinak saglanmis ama geleneksel anlamda bir evleri olmamistir. Konut sahibi olabilmeleri i¢in kiiltiirel
pratiklerini terk etmeleri gerekiyormus gibi goériinmektedir (Feinstein vd., 2022).

Hollanda’da Suriyeli go¢menler ile yapilan bir calisma (Damen vd., 2022); Suriyelilerin %36’sinin
koklerine bagli ve entegrasyona daha kapali oldugunu gosterirken %24’ gii¢lii bir Hollandali kimligi ortaya
koymustur ve entegrasyona uyumlu olduklar: gériilmiistiir. Bunun disinda “cifte bag” olarak tanimlanan
%40’l1ik bir katilimc1 grubu, hem Suriyelilerle hem de gé¢menlik ge¢misi olmayan ve gé¢men kabul eden
toplum tiyeleriyle oldukea sik temas kurmaktadir.

Medyada genellikle Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menlerin ne pahasina olursa olsun Avrupa’ya ulasmak
istedikleri varsayilmaktadir. Fakat go¢menler zaman ic¢inde ilk ulastiklari iilke kiiltiirtine yakinlhk
kurmalar1 ve giiclii sosyal aglar gelistirmeleri halinde Avrupa’da elde edeceklerini diisiindiikleri yasam
konusunda zamanla daha kusku duyar hile gelmekte, go¢ kararlari transit iilkedeki deneyimlerden giiclii
bir sekilde etkilenmektedir. Boylece, gogmenler kiltiir, din ve toplumsal cinsiyeti birbiriyle yakindan
iliskilendirmekte ve bazen Miisliiman go¢menlere diismanca davrandigl s6ylenen Avrupa’ya karsi Suriye
ve Tirkiye kiiltiirlerini benzer olarak konumlandirarak bir kiltiirel yakinlik insas1 6rmektedir. Bu sebeple
Tirkiye’de sosyal olarak daha 6zglr olacaklarini diisiinerek Tiirkiye’de kalma istekleri yayginlasmaktadir
(Rottmann & Kaya, 2021).

Gocmenler, Avrupalilarin kendilerini topluma kabul etmesi konusunda endiselere sahiptir. Zira
gliniimiz go¢cmenleri sosyal medya ve diger iletisim teknolojilerinin yogun kullanicilaridir; bu da
gocmenlerin yurtdisinda gordiikleri muamelenin ve Avrupa’da karsilasabilecekleri potansiyel zorluklarin
farkinda olduklari anlamina gelmektedir. Avrupa’da 6zellikle dinlerinin ve kiiltiirlerinin hos karsilanmadigi
hissi yasayan go¢gmenler vardir (Rottmann & Kaya, 2021). Suriyeli diizensiz go¢menler, Avrupa’da yerli
halk tarafindan ayrimciliga ugradiklarina dair benzer deneyimler yasadiklarini ifade etmis, ayrimciligin en
sik olarak stereotiplerin ve dinin asir1 genellestirilmesiyle ilgili oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Biiyiik bir kismi
geri kalmis, asag), terérist ya da islam Devleti ISID destekgisi, tembel, is hirsizi, suclu ve dini agidan radikal
olarak stereotiplestirildiklerini ifade etmistir. Bu 6zellikler rutin olarak ayni niifustan gégmen kitlelerini
tanimlamak i¢in kullamlmistir. Ornegin, bir gégmenin eylemleri, yerlesik toplumdaki kisiler tarafindan bir
topluluktaki tiim gd¢menlerin egilimlerini temsil ediyormus gibi anlasilabilmektedir. Gruplarin asir
genellestirilmesi ve yanlis temsil edilmesi, onlar1 yekpare olarak etiketleyen ve varliklarini genel olarak
istenmeyen bir durum olarak goren bir dil kullanarak gogmenler hakkinda dikkatsizce konusma egiliminde
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olan medya tarafindan rutin olarak desteklenmistir. Avrupa’da yerli niifus, yeni azinliklardan ve 6zellikle
de diizensiz gogmenlerden korktugunu sik sik dile getirmekte, dislayici ulusgularin yakin zamandaki se¢im
kazanimlari, bu korkularin giiciine isaret etmektedir (Feinstein vd., 2022). Tirkiye’'deki Suriyeli diizensiz
goecmenlerin go¢ arzular: biiyiik 6lciide Tiirkiye ve Avrupa ekonomisine, Tiirkiye ve Avrupa’nin siyasi
istikrarina, gd¢menlerin Avrupa ve Tiirkiye’de toplumsal kabuliine gore sekillenmektedir (Rottmann &
Kaya, 2021).

Entegrasyon ve sosyal kabuliin saglanmasinda devletler kadar STK’lar da ¢alismalar yliriitmektedir.
Bu kapsamda, Uluslararas1 Miilteci Orgiitii (IOM), toplumsal entegrasyonu kolaylastirmak icin egitim,
yetiskinlere yonelik beceri ve dil egitimleri, ekonomik destek, psikososyal destek, barinma destegi ve
konaklama yerlerinin iyilestirilmesi gibi alanlarda destek saglamaktadir. Ayrica spor, sanat, kiltiir ve
iletisim araciligiyla sosyal uyumun desteklenmesi i¢in ¢alismalar yiiriitmektedir (IOM, 2025).

Egitimin entegrasyon lizerindeki 6nemi dikkate alindiginda Milli Egitim Bakanligi (MEB) tarafindan
Tiirk Kizilayi, Birlesmis Milletler Miilteci Orgiitii (UNHCR) ve Birlesmis Milletler Cocuklara Yardim Fonu
(UNICEF) gibi ulusal ve uluslararasi kuruluslarin da destegiyle gecici koruma altindaki Suriyeli ¢cocuklara
okula kaydolmalari icin yardim ve destek saglamaktadir. Tiirkiye’de gecici koruma altindaki Suriyeli
cocuklarin okulla baginin kopmamasi ve kayip bir nesil olusmamasi adina Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler
Bakanligi, Milli Egitim Bakanligi, Go¢ Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii ve STK'lar koordineli olarak Suriyeli
cocuklarin egitime erismesi i¢in calismalar yapmaktadir. Suriyeli ¢ocuklarin devlet okullarina egitim
gormeleri ve Tirkgelerini gelistirmeleri Tiirk toplumuna entegrasyonlarinda onemli bir adim olarak
gorilmiis ve devlet okullarina kabul edilmislerdir. Bu kapsamda; UNICEF tarafindan mifredat gelistirme,
hizmet i¢i egitim, ailelere maddi destek, kitap, kirtasiye ve giysi yardimi gibi alanlarda MEB’e teknik ve mali
destek saglanmistir. Bunun yaninda; Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanligi, Go¢ Idaresi, Genglik ve Spor
Bakanligy, Kizilay ve diger STK’larin yardimiyla okulla bagi kesilen Suriyeli cocuklar tespit edilerek ailelerle
goriisme saglanmakta ve ¢ocuklar egitime kazandirilmaktadir. Egitim alamayan 6zel gereksinimli Suriyeli
cocuklar da tespit edilerek 6zel durumlarina goére egitim almalar1 saglanmakta, kimi bolgelerde okula
ulasimin zor olmasi nedeniyle STK'lar tarafindan ulasim yardimi yapilmaktadir (UNICEF, 2022).

Mersin’de yapilan bir ¢alismada ise STK’larin Suriyeli ¢ocuklarin yasitlariyla sosyallesmesini, bunun
yaninda toplumun kiiltiiri, yasayisi ve anlayisi konusunda bilgilenmesini saglamak amaciyla satrang, spor,
dans ve drama gibi faaliyetler diizenledigi, ayrica kiiltiirlerarasi giinler organize ederek geng Suriyeliler ile
yerel halkin bir araya geldigi futbol maglarinin diizenlendigi gériilmiistiir (Sever, 2023).

Devletler ve devlet dis1 aktorlerin entegrasyona iliskin calismalari olsa da gerek gé¢gmen sayisinin
¢ok fazla sayida olmasi, gerekse farkl dil, din ve kiiltiirdeki insanlarin birbirlerini anlamakta zorlanmasi
nedeniyle entegrasyonda zorluklar yasanabilmektedir. Zira, bilinmeyene karsi olusan algilar oldukc¢a
glgcliidiir. Bu baglamda entegrasyonun uzun bir siire¢ oldugunu unutmamak gerekir.

Sonug¢

Diizensiz gog, toplum yasami iizerinde derin etkiler yaratan bir olgu olma 6zelligine sahiptir. Hem
goc eden kesim hem de goc¢ alan toplum iyeleri bu sosyal olgudan etkilenmektedir. Diizensiz gdg,
belirsizligin hakim oldugu ortamda korku hissine neden olmaktadir. Ozellikle birbirini tamimayan ve
anlamayan topluluklarin birbirine 6nyargi ile yaklasmasi olumsuz algilara neden olmaktadir. Bu baglamda,
toplumsal entegrasyonun saglanabilmesi toplumsal huzurun saglanmasi agisindan 6énem tasimaktadir.
Go¢menlerin entegrasyonu sadece temel yasamsal ihtiyaglarin karsilanmasindan ziyade topluma saglikl
katilimi da icermektedir. Bu baglamda, topluma ve ekonomiye faydal bireyler olarak calisan, lireten ve
kimseye ytlik olmadan kendi kendine yeten kisiler olmalari toplumsal kabulii kolaylastirip entegrasyonun
saglanmasina fayda saglamasi olasidur.

Suriyeli dlizensiz go¢menlerin gerek Avrupa’da gerekse Tiirkiye’de genel olarak sunulan hizmet ve
yardimlardan memnun oldugu gériilmektedir. Fakat ev sahibi toplumlar Suriyeli go¢menlere karsi mesafeli
yaklasmaktadir. Zira giindelik hayat pratiklerine iliskin rutinlerin bozulacagi endisesi toplumda tedirginlik
yaratmaktadir. Suriyeliler, Tiirk toplumuna dini olarak yakin olsa da Avrupa’daki gibi toplumsal korkular
benzerdir. Bu durum, bilinmeyene karsi korku duymay: ac¢iklamaktadir. Suriyelilere sunulan temel
hizmetler her ne kadar olumlu olsa da bu hizmetler tek basina entegrasyon ve sosyal kabul konusunda
yeterli goriinmemektedir. Bu kapsamda toplumlarin birbirini tanimasi ve anlamasi, birbirine saygili olmasi
onem tasimaktadir. Entegrasyon, toplumlarin refahi i¢in gerekli bir olgudur. Uyumun dniindeki engelleri
kaldirmak ve toplumsal huzursuzlugun 6ntine gegmek i¢in halkin bilgilendirilmesi elzemdir. Zira 6zellikle
gbc¢ konusu manipiilasyona ve yanlis anlamaya miisait bir konudur ve bu sebeple halkin seffaf bir sekilde
bilgilendirilmesi gerekmektedir. Aksi takdirde toplumlar arasi mesafenin artmasi ve ilerleyen dénemde
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catismalara neden olmasi olasidir. Boylece gelecekte toplumun refahi icin entegrasyon gereklidir. Bu
kapsamda, devletler tarafindan sadece ihtiya¢larin karsilanmasi ile yetinilmemeli, mesleki kurslar, dil
kurslari, toplumlarin birbirini daha iyi tanimasi i¢in egitim/faaliyetler gibi sosyal uyuma yonelik calismalar
artirilmalidir. Tirkiye’de de Avrupa iilkelerinde uygulandig1 gibi diizensiz gégmenlere yonelik zorunlu
entegrasyon egitimleri verilmesi, go¢cmenlerin uyumu ve toplumsal kabulii i¢in ve toplumsal huzur
acisindan olumlu katki saglayabilir. Zira diizensiz gdo¢menlerin bilmedikleri bir kiiltiirde yasamaya
baslamalar1 her iki taraf icin de bilinmezliklerle doludur. Bu sebeple entegrasyon kurslarinin bu
bilinmezlikleri en aza indirmeye yardimci olacagi muhtemeldir. Entegrasyon kurslar1 sayesinde
goecmenlerin ev sahibi toplumun kiiltiirii ve hassasiyetlerini 6grenmesi ve buna saygili bir sekilde yasamasi,
sosyal iliskilerde yanlis anlamalarin 6ntine gegebilecegi gibi gogmenlerin topluma entegrasyonunu daha
kolaylastirabilecegi diisiiniilebilir.
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Oz

Bu makale, Tiirkiye’nin 1960-1980 yillar1 arasindaki karmasik siyasi ortaminda ortaya
cikan Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi (YMMH) ve onun yayin organi olan derginin Tiirk dis
politikasina, o6zellikle de Kibris meselesine bakis acisini incelemektedir. Soguk Savas’in
sekillendirdigi bu dénemde YMMH, antikomiinizm, antisiyonizm ve antikapitalizm ilkelerini
merkeze alarak Tiirkiye'yi “yar1 somiirge” konumundan kurtarmayi hedeflemektedir. Dergi,
Kibris sorununu milli bir dava olarak gérmekte ve bu davayr Tiirk-islamci miiktesebatin
turnusol kagidi olarak degerlendirmektedir. Yayinlarinda, Yunanistan'in tarihi emellerini ve
uluslararasi giiclerin (ABD, ingiltere, Rusya, israil) Kibris iizerindeki stratejik c¢ikarlarini
vurgulamaktadir. YMMH, Tiirk dis politikasinin “gayrimilli” oldugunu elestirerek, Kibris'in tam
ilhakin1 veya bagimsiz bir Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulmasimi savunmaktadir. Hareket,
sadece kinama ve sdylem diizeyinde kalmayip, proaktif askeri ve siyasi adimlar atilmasini
ogiitlemektedir. Bu ¢alisma, YMMH’nin ideolojik evrimini ve Tiirk siyasal hayatina etkilerini
Kibris 6rnegi iizerinden analiz etmeyi amaclar. Bu ¢cercevede Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi'nde
Kibris konusunda yayimlanan calismalar incelenerek ve derginin, Kibris meselesini sadece bir
dis politika sorunu olarak gdérmesinden ziyade, kendi milliyet¢ci muhafazakar ideolojisinin
yaylilmasi i¢in bir arag olarak da kullandig1 ortaya konulur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Fikir Dergileri, Kibris Meselesi, Tiirk Dis Politikasi, Milliyetcilik,
Muhafazakarlik
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Giris

Tirk siyasal hayatinda 1960 ile 1980 yillar1 arasindaki dénem, birgok agidan iilkenin en karmasik
evrelerinden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Diinya genelinde ve Tiirkiye 6zelinde 6grenci hareketlerinin
hizla ivme kazandigl, uluslararasi siyasette ise Cift Kutuplu Soguk Savas sisteminin hakim oldugu bir
doénemdir. Bu siirecte Tiirkiye icinde sag ve sol ideolojileri destekleyen kesimler arasinda yasanan
kutuplasma derinlesmis, toplumsal hareketler bu ideolojik ayrismanin énemli bir tezahiirii olmustur. Bu
i¢ siyasal gerilimler, disaridan gelen ideolojik akimlarin etkisiyle daha da siddetlenmistir (Yalgin, 2021).

Soguk Savas, Tiirk entelektiiel hayatini derinden etkilemis, antikomiinizm siyasal dokunun ayrilmaz
bir pargasi haline gelmistir. Tiirkiye, ABD liderligindeki kapitalist Bati bloguna biiyiik bir istekle dahil
olmus ve bu angajmani Soguk Savas'in sonuna kadar siirdiirmiistiir. Bu yonelim, iilkenin i¢ siyasetinde de
karsilik bulmus, antikomiinizm Tiirk siyasal hayatinin baslica yonelimlerinden biri haline gelmis ve farkh
sag siyasal yelpazedeki aktorler arasinda birlestirici bir unsur olmustur (Ornek, 2015).

Bu ortamda, milliyetgilik, Islamcilik ve Baticilik gibi farkh siyasi akimlar, dis politika konularinda
ortak bir zeminde bulusabilmistir. Bu ideolojiler, kendi i¢lerinde belirgin farkliliklar tasisa da 6zellikle dis
tehdit algilar1 s6z konusu oldugunda ortak tepkiler verebilmistir. Bu yakinlasma, ¢ogu zaman altta yatan
gerilimleri ve pragmatik uzlagsmalar gizlemistir (Ozkan, 2022).

Soguk Savas agisindan 1960’ yillar Kiiba krizi ve sonrasinda yumusama (détente) gibi gelismelerin
etkisiyle bir gecis donemi niteligi tasimistir. Yumusama dénemi, Tiirkiye gibi blok icinde goreceli olarak
daha zayif konumda bulunan devletler lizerinde olumsuz etkiler yaratmistir. Sovyetler Birligi'nden
algilanan dogrudan tehdit azalsa da bu durum blok i¢i catismalarin, Tiirkiye acisindan 6zellikle Yunanistan
gibi miittefiklerle yasanan sorunlarin agiga c¢ikmasina yol acmustir (Ornek, 2015). Kibris'ta 1963 ve
sonrasinda yasananlar bu durumun acik bir érnegidir.

1. Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi’'nin Ortaya Cikisi ve Ozellikleri

1960'lh yillarin baslarinda tohumlar atilan, 1960'larin sonlarina dogru kurumsallasan ve 1970'ler
boyunca etkili olan Miicadele Birligi (ayn: zamanda Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi (YMMH) olarak
da bilinir) Tiirkiye siyasal yasaminda milliyetci muhafazakar bir kadro hareketi olarak 6ne ¢ikmistir. Bu
yillar, Tirkiye'de siyasal ideolojilerin giderek kitlesellestigi, kdyden kente gocle kentlesmenin ve
yliiksekdgretimin yayginlasmasinin yasandigl, ayni zamanda 1961 Anayasasi’nin getirdigi orgiitlenme
ozgirliiklerinin de etkisiyle canli bir siyasi ortamin olustugu bir dénemdir (Selcuk, 2018).

Hareketin kurucu kadrosunda Aykut Edibali, Yavuz Aslan Argun ve Necmettin Erisen gibi isimler
yer almistir. Aykut Edibali, hareketin birincil lideri ve ideologu olarak 6ne ¢ikmistir. YMMH, 6zilinde bir
kadro hareketi olup, “zeki, ¢aliskan ve fedakar genclerden olusan oncii bir elit grup yetistirmeyi”
hedeflemistir. Bu kadronun, devlet aygiti icinde etkili pozisyonlara gelerek “yukaridan entelektiiel
miidahale” yoluyla toplumsal degisimi gerceklestirecegine inanilmistir. Bu amac hareketi kitle tabanh
hareketlerden ayiran dnemli bir 6zelliktir. Bu bakimdan YMMH’nin dikkat c¢ekici 6zelliklerinden birisi,
Tirk siyasetine ve biirokrasisine 6nemli simalar kazandirmis olmasidir. Aykut Edibali'nin “okul” olarak
tanimladigl bu hareket, Cemil Cicek, Melih Gokcek ve Taha Akyol gibi daha sonra Tiirk siyasetinde,
medyasinda ve akademisinde taninmis bir¢ok ismin yetistiren bir siyasi hareket olmustur. Hareketin ig
disiplini, kontrollii okuma listeleri ve “Ilmi Sag” ile “Inkilap ilmi” gibi kavramlar etrafinda sekillenen
sistematik ideolojik egitimi, iiyelerini gelecekteki liderlik rolleri i¢in hazirlamistir. Bu durum, YMMH’nin
dogrudan siyasi basarilarindan ziyade, Tiirk sag elitinin 6nemli bir kesimi icin entelektiiel ve ideolojik bir
kulugka merkezi olarak islev gérmesine, fikirlerinin ve kadrolarinin devlet ve toplum yapilarina niifuz
etmesine olanak tanimistir (Yal¢in, 2019).

Calismada Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi'nin Tiirk dis politikasina bakis acisini, 6zellikle Kibris
sorunu etrafinda bir vaka incelemesi olarak ele alarak kapsamli bir analiz sunmak amaglanmistir.
Hareketin ideolojik cercevesi ve uluslararasi aktorlere ve tehditlere iliskin algilar1 cercevesinde Kibris
sorununa yonelik somut duruslarinin ve onerilerinin nasil sekillendigi derinlemesine incelenecektir.
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2. Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi'nin ideolojik Cercevesi ve Evrimi

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi'nin (YMMH) ideolojisi, “millilik” kavrami etrafinda sekillenmis ve
baslangicta milliyetci ve muhafazakar ilkelerin bir sentezini amaglamistir. Hareketin temel amaci,
Tiirkiye'de “ulusal bir bilincin olusturulmasi ve giiclendirilmesi” olmustur. Bu baglamda hareket, islam
dininde inanilmasi gereken esaslarin biitiinii manasina gelen Akaid prensiplerine siki sikiya sarilmistir.
Hareket, donemin Tiirkiye'sinin icinde bulundugu yaygin krizlerin kékenini “Yahudi politikalari, komiinist
ideolojinin yayilmasi ve kapitalizmin yikici etkileri” olarak tanimlamistir (Demir, 2011).

Bu belirtilen tehditleri asmak icin YMMH, “milli kadrolarin” bes temel ilkeyi benimsemesi ve
uygulamasi gerektigini savunmustur: antisiyonist, antikapitalist, antikomiinist olmak, milli degerlere bagh
kalmak ve Islam’a saygi duymak. Bu ilkeler, hareketin tiim sdylemlerinde ve yaymnlarinda siklikla
vurgulanmistir.

Antisiyonizm hareketin en ¢ok iizerinde durdugu ve vurguladig: ilkelerden biri olmustur. Siyonizm,
“emperyalizmin beyni” olarak tanimlanmis ve hem kapitalist hem de komiinist bloklar araciligiyla isleyen,
kiiresel bir diktatorliik kurmayl amaglayan sinsi ve inkar edilemez bir diisman” olarak resmedilmistir.
Hareket, ABD ve Sovyetler Birligi'ni Siyonist ¢ikarlara hizmet etmekle su¢lamistir. Antisiyonizme bu gtiglii
vurguya, Tirk siyasal hayatinda o donemde hem sagda hem solda mevcut olan antisiyonist egilimler ve
Siyonizmi olumsuz géren islami literatiir neden olmugtur.

Antikomiinizm: YMMH i¢in komiinizm Tiirk milli kimligine, ahlaki degerlerine ve kurumlarina, 6zellikle
de Tiirk ordusuna ydnelik 6nemli bir tehdit olarak goriilmiistiir. Komiinizmin ateist bir ideoloji oldugu ve
Tiirk ordusunu tasfiye etmeyi hedefledigi ileri siiriilmistiir. Hareketin bu antikomiinist durusu, Soguk
Savas doneminde devletin de komiinizmi diisman olarak gérme politikasiyla biiyiik 6lciide ortiismistiir
(Ornek, 2015). “Komiinist Ihtilale Kars1 Tedbirler” gibi bircok eser yayimlanmustir.

Antikapitalizm: YMMH, kapitalizmi komiinizmle birlikte yapisal bir sorun ve Tiirkiye'nin zorluklarina
katkida bulunan yabanci bir ideoloji olarak degerlendirmistir. Kapitalizmi “Siyonizm'in kiiresel
hegemonyasinin bir arac1” olarak elestirmis ve “Batill kapitalist giiclerin islam ve Ugiincii Diinya
tilkelerinin zenginliklerini somiirmesini” kinamistir. Ancak, antikomiinizme verilen mutlak 6nem,
YMMH'in zaman zaman kapitalist egilimli partilerle ve Batili gliclerle Sovyet bloguna kars1 pragmatik
ittifaklar1 onaylamasina yol agmis, bu da hareketin dis politikasinda karmasik ve zaman zaman geliskili bir
tablo ortaya ¢ikarmistir (Selcuk, 2018).

islam'a Saygi: YMMH’nin Islam anlayis1 ve vurgusu zamanla degismistir. Baslangicta modernist Islami
hareketlerden (Seyyid Kutup, Mevdudi) etkilenmis olsa da daha sonra tasavvuf ve tarikatlari reddeden
daha geleneksel bir anlayisa yonelmistir. Hareket, "Islami devrim" icin Kur'an ve Siinnet gibi birincil
kaynaklara déniisiin gerekliligini vurgulamistir (isler, 2021).

Milli Degerlere Baghlik: Zamanla hareket milliyet¢i karakterinin artan bir sekilde belirginlestigi bir
noktaya evrilmistir. Nihai amac, ekonomiden siyasete, ahlaktan egitime kadar devletin tiim unsurlarinin
“milli ilkelere uygun” hale getirilmesi olmustur. “Millilik” anlayislar1 baslangicta genis bir cerceveye sahip
olsa da zamanla daha acik bir Tirk milliyetciligine dogru kaymistir.

Ayrica hareket “kiifiir tek millettir” sloganiyla somutlasan sekilde Islam disindaki tiim ideoloji ve
inanclarin “kiifiir, inkdr veya sirk” oldugu ve mevzu islam karsithgr oldugunda tiim diismanlarin
birlestigini 6ne siirmiistiir. Bu sayede Siyonizm, Komiinizm ve Kapitalizm dahil olmak {izere hareketin
karsit gordugi tim fikirlere tek bir diisman olarak bakan bir perspektif gelistirilmistir. Bu sayede YMMH
uluslararasi siyaseti karmasik ve ¢ok yonlii olmaktan c¢ikarip, tek, biitlinciil bir diismana kars: yiiriitiilen
acik bir ahlaki savasa dontistiirmistiir (Yalgin, 2021).

3. Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi'nin Tiirk Dis Politikasina Bakisi

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi (YMMH), Soguk Savas'in hakim oldugu iki kutuplu uluslararasi
sistem icinde Tirkiye'yi “yar1 sOomiirge” olarak gormiis ve “llkeyi yabanci etkilerden ve dis
bagimlhiliklardan” kurtarmayi hedeflemistir.
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Hareket, kendisini hem kapitalist hem de komiinist sistemlere karsi bir “liclincii kutup” olarak
konumlandirmistir. Tiirkiye'nin sorunlarimin, bu iki baskin blok arasinda sikisip kalmasindan
kaynaklandigini ve ancak kendi 6zgiin “milli” yolunu takip ederse bu sorunlarin ¢6ziilecegini belirtmistir.
Hareket, Tiirkiye'nin islam diinyasinda ve Tiirk halklar1 arasinda “tarihsel liderlik roliinii” yeniden
kazanmasi gerektigini ve bu sayede Tiirkiye'nin farkl bir medeniyet modelini temsil eden saygin ve etkili
bir kiiresel gii¢ haline gelecegini savunmustur.

YMMH'nin “Ug¢lincii kutupluk” vizyonu, sadece bir dis politika konumlanmasi olmaktan ote
milliyetcilik ve Islamcihigin sentezine dayanan bir uluslararas: siyaset yorumudur. Bu yorum, mevcut
kiiresel sistemleri reddetmeye ve kendi milll ve Islami perspektifini savunmaya dayanir. Hareket,
Tirkiye’'nin sadece bolgesel bir gii¢ degil, ayn1 zamanda kendi tarihsel ve kiiltiirel degerlerine baglh, Bati
kapitalizminin ve Sovyet komiinizminin “yozlasmalarindan” uzak alternatif bir medeniyet modeli olmasi
gerektigini savunmustur. Bu perspektif hareketin kadrolar:1 icin uzun vadeli, ilham verici bir hedef
saglamis, hareketin pratik siyasi etkisi sinirli kalsa bile tyeleri icin giiclii bir birlestirici amag islevi
gormustur.

4. Yeniden Milli Miicadele (YMM) Dergisinde (1970-1980) Kibris Sorunu

Hareketin baslica yayin organi Yeniden Milli Miicadele (YMM) dergisi kisa siirede Tiirkiye'de
milliyetci, muhafazakar ve mukaddesatci diisiincenin 6nde gelen yayin organlarindan birine déniigsmiistiir.
Dergi Kibris meselesini milli bir dava olarak ele alir. On yili agkin yayin hayati boyunca yayimladigi bes
ylzl askin sayida, dogrudan ya da dolayli olarak Kibris bahsine deginen alt1 yiizden fazla haber, yorum ve
makaleye yer verir. Bu ¢alismada derginin Kibris giindemini derginin kapagina tasiyacak kadar 6nem
verdigi sayilar incelenmistir. Kibris sorunu, derginin derinlestirme gayretinde oldugu Tiirk-islamci
miiktesebatin 6nemli konularindan biri olarak 6ne cikar ve derginin kendi yaklasiminin teyit edildigi bir
vaka o6rnegi olarak degerlendirilir.

4.1. Baslangic¢: Baski ve Kamuoyu Olusturma Cabalar

Kibris sorununun iginden c¢ikilmaz bir hal aldigi O R ET IO A
1970'lerin basinda yayin hayatina baslayan derginin asil e M CADELE
amacl, donemin Adalet Partisi hiikiimetine bu milli davanin -
¢6zimi icin baski yapmak ve kamuoyu olusturmaktir. Bu E N I Z Mm
¢abalarin ilk driinii olarak, derginin ilk sayisindan bir ay : :
sonra ¢ikan 3-10 Mart 1970 tarihli 6. sayisi, kapaginda
“Elenizm Karsisinda Tiirkiye” basligiyla yayimlanir. Kapakta
Makarios, bir omzunda Yunan askeri, diger omzunda
kulagina fisildayan bir EOKA militaniyla resmedilir ve bu
gorsele orak-ceki¢, Davut yildizi ve hag¢ gibi semboller
eklenir. Béylece, ayni1 sayidaki “Kiistahlagan Elenizm ve iflas
Eden Teslimiyet Politikast” bagslikli basyazi ile Kibris Qd
meselesine giris yapilir (YMM, 3-10 Mart 1970). Basyazida, wls e

.
7
|
i

dénemin Yunan cuntasinin silahlanma girisiminin tarihi bir G + \
ihanet oldugu belirtilerek, bu durumun Milli Miicadele N - &
donemindeki gibi Osmanli'y1 yikima gotiiren tehlikeler T U RK IY
tasidigl savunulur. Yazi, yiiz yili askin siiredir “Yunan

yilaninin” Tiirk milletine zuliim ve felaketten baska bir sey
getirmedigini iddia eder (YMM, 3-10 Mart 1970). Bu sistematik zulmiin ardindaki sebebi anlamanin, Tiirk
milletinin bugiinkii en énemli gérevi oldugu ifade edilir. Kibris ve Bati Trakya’daki Yunan zulmiinii 6rnek
gosteren yazi, “palikaryalar, Yunan siiriileri ve papazlar” gibi asagilayici ifadeler kullanarak, biitiin bu
olaylarin ardindaki asil motivasyonun Bizans’it yeniden kurmak, Anadolu'yu Hristiyanlastirmak ve giiya

Ispanya'da oldugu gibi “Islam istilasina” son vermek oldugunu ileri siirer. Yiiz elli yildir bu amacina adim
adim ilerleyen Yunanlilarin, son Kibris hamlesiyle Bizans'in yeniden canlanmasi yolunda 6nemli bir esigi
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daha atladig1 belirtilir. Yaziya gore, ilk caglardan beri hile, ahlaksizlik ve sehvetle kirlenmis “igrenc bir
hayat ve sanat anlayisina” dayanan Helen Kkiiltiirii, Biiyiik iskender eliyle Yunanistan’dan Hindistan'a
kadar yayilir ve benzer bir ahlaksizlik, siipheci felsefe ve igren¢ gelenekler Roma devlet ve askerlik
anlayisina da bulasarak varhigini siirdiiriir (YMM, 3-10 Mart 1970). Bu tuhaf birlesmenin sonucu olan
Bizans'in ise, Hz. isa'nin bozulmus égretisinin bir érnegi olarak Hristiyanhig1 devlet dini haline getirdigi ve
simdiye kadar tiim Hristiyan devletlerini belirleyen dini partizanligin ilk 6rnegini olusturdugu iddia edilir.

Yaziya gére (YMM, 3-10 Mart 1970), Istanbul’'un fethinden sonra devlet korumasindan mahrum
kalan Hristiyan kilisesi, islam’in hosgériisii sayesinde yeniden giiclenir. Bizans'in varisi ve kutsal saydig1
Anadolu topraklarinin asil sahibi oldugu iddiasin1 bir an bile unutmayarak miicadelesini strdirir ve
Rusya'dan Misir'a kadar Ortodoks Hristiyan camiasinin liderligini elden birakmaz. Giiniimiiz Tiirkiye
topraklarinda faaliyet gosteren Fener Patrikhanesi'nin asil amacinin, 6nce Kkiliselerin varligini giivence
altina almak, ardindan bunlari ideolojik ve dini propaganda ve egitim iissii olarak orgiitlemek oldugu iddia
edilir (YMM, 3-10 Mart 1970). Bu amagla patrikhane ve mensuplarinin, Bizans entrikalarim ve
ahlaksizliklarini Hristiyan kilifiyla stirdirdiigii belirtilir. Basyazi, patrikhanenin, Osmanli igindeki
devsirme ve donmeler aracilifiyla her tokezlemede Osmanl i¢ siyasetinde de etkili oldugunu savunur.
isbirlikcileri Yahudiler ve yardakgisi Hristiyan devletlerle birlikte imparatorlugu ¢okiise siiriikleyecek
isyan dalgasinin fitilini 1820’deki Yunan isyanlariyla ateslendigini one siirer.

Sag muhafazakar soylemin en sevdigi diisman figiirii olan Beynelmilel Yahudilik, yazida Yunan gizli
emellerinin ayrilmaz bir pargasi olarak gosterilir. Osmanli'nin reform g¢abalar1 nedeniyle askeri bakimdan
zayifladigs her durumda, Yunan Isyani, Girit ihtilali, Trakya'nin kayb1 ve On iki Adalar'in yitirilmesi gibi
olaylara maruz kalindig1 belirtilir. Kibris meselesinin de Siyonizm ve Elenizm’in ortaklasa planladig: bir
sorun olarak goriilmesi gerektigi, aksi takdirde benzer bir sonucun tiim Tiirkiye i¢in s6z konusu
olabilecegi iddia edilir. Basyazi, Bat'nin giidiimiinde olmalar1 nedeniyle bunlara yeterli tepkiyi
gostermeyen Tirk siyasetcilerini ne milletin ne de tarihin affetmeyecegini sdyleyerek son bulur.

4.2. “Tiirkiye'de Bir Kibris Akibeti Hazirlaniyor” Uyarisi

Dergi Tiirkiye'nin de Kibris'takine benzer bir karmasa ve teror

=
ortamiyla karsilasacagl oOngorisiinii, “Kibris'in Feryadina Kulak [V—H:[—[q [[\—

Veriniz, Uyaniniz” manseti altinda “Umursamazhiiniz Tirkiye'de de r ERV I [[\L / )

bir Kibris akibeti hazirliyor” alt basligiyla bu kez kapaktan duyurur “4 " 4 o~ TF5
y shigty P y [ UL[T K_“_,« |

(YMM, 15-22 Eyliil 1970). i¢ sayfadaki “Kibris faciasinin sorumlusu
Gayri Milli Dis Politikadir!” baslikli basyazida ise, déonemin Tiirk
hiikiimetinin kayda deger bir Kibris politikasinin olmamasinin, yetkili
siyasetciler tarafindan da itiraf edildigi belirtilir. Bu durum,
Anadolu’'nun etrafindaki adalarin tamamini fetheden atalarin biiyiik
ongorii ve fedakarligina ihanet olarak yorumlanir (YMM, 15-22 Eyliil

1970: 3). Osmanli'nin yikihisiyla Tirk diinyasinin bagsiz ve korumasiz — Jis W vin y:‘:‘;:a: e
kaldigimi, Milli Miicadele sonrasi askeri alanda basar1 kazanilsa da R iy 3
ayni basarinin diplomaside gosterilemedigini savunan basyazi, Turk [IX / [\I— lr (\[Z
milletinin kaderini tehdit eden ve tarihsel haklarindan feragat 22 EYLOL 1970 SAYI: 34
etmesini kesinlestiren bir belge olarak Lozan Antlasmasi'ni da biiyiik bir ihanet 6rnegi sayar.

Basyaziya gore, Bati Trakya, Kibris ve Ege Adalarr’'nin Yunanistan’a birakilmasiyla yetinilmez,
Yunan dostlugu bahanesiyle Tiirk toplumundaki dogal Yunan karsithiginin bir érnegi sayilabilecek Yunan
zulmii odakl tiirkiilere bile miidahale edilerek buradaki basarisizlik gizlenmeye c¢ahsilir (YMM, 15-22
Eylil 1970). Milli duygular1 anlamaktan uzak, kozmopolit ve renksiz bir dis politika ekibi ve glindemiyle
ikinci Diinya Savasi ve sonrasinda da devam edildigi 6ne siiriilen basyazi, Yunanistan'in hem Rusya hem
de Yahudi destegiyle “Helen” politikasini siirekli olarak giiclendirdigini, Mora, Teselya, Bati Trakya ve
Girit'te yaptiginin benzerini simdi de Kibris'ta uyguladigini belirtir. Tim bunlara ragmen Tiirk
Disisleri'nin “Tiirkiye’nin Kibris diye bir meselesi yoktur” deme gafletinde bile bulundugundan sikayet
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eden yaz1 (YMM, 15-22 Eylil 1970), milli duygulardan yoksun bu disisleri nedeniyle iilkedeki Kibris
giindeminin de giinliik ve gostermelik politikanin batakligina itildigini savunur.

Demokrat Parti doneminde Adnan Menderes ve Fatin Riistii Zorlu'nun kisisel ¢abalariyla Kibris
meselesi yeniden milli bir mesele niteligi kazanir olsa da 27 Mayis sonrasi konu yine sahipsiz kalir.
Makarios liderligindeki Rum terdrii, adadaki Tiirk varligini tamamen ortadan kaldirma girisiminde
bulunur, Tiirk Disisleri de bu girisimi kinamaktan oteye gidemez. Onurlu bir devletin tebaasina ve
korumasi altindaki insanlara yonelik saldirinin savas sebebi sayilmasi gerektigini ifade eden yaz1 (YMM,
15-22 Eyliil 1970), mevcut haliyle insanlik tarihinde olmasi gereken yerin ¢ok uzaginda olan Tiirk devleti
ve milletinin bu tiirden bir tepki gdstermemesini, toplum olma vasfin1 yitirmesine baglar. Kibris
meselesinin, Tiirk-islam iilkiisii temelinde Tiirkiye toplumunun yeniden ayaga kalkmasi ve islam aleminin
manevi, siyasi ve kiiltlirel dnderligi seviyesine yiikselmesi icin bir firsat gibi goriilmesi gerektigini belirten
basyaz1 (YMM, 15-22 Eyliil 1970), bu sorunun ¢6zlimiiniin de ancak boylesi bir yaklasimla miimkiin
oldugunu dile getirir. Bu yaz1 da benzer sekilde, Kibris meselesini bizzat Kibrishi Tirk toplumunun
sorunlar1 temelinde degil, icerideki milli seferberligin bir vesilesi olabildigi 6l¢iide dikkate alan bir
yaklasimin bir 6rnegi olarak goriiliir.

4.3. Kibris'in Stratejik Onemi ve Tehlikeler

Yaklagik bir buguk yil sonra yine kapaktan Kibris meselesini | ’,..;J,..II )
glindeme tasiyan dergi (YMM, 29 Subat-6 Mart 1972), Tiirk Disisleri'ne a uu'éllnnlg
uyarisini yineler ve donemin dis politika gelismelerini tehlikeli olarak | >
nitelendirir. I¢ sayfadaki haber-yorum yazisinda da (YMM, 29 Subat-6 7o
Mart 1972), ilk olarak Kibris'in diinyanin en 6nemli stratejik noktasi
oldugu vurgulanir. Bu bélgenin hali hazirda Miisliiman bir millet olan
Tirklerin elinde olmasinin da buradaki sicak ve soguk savasin atesini
daha da koritikledigi iddia edilir. Sag muhafazakar yaklasimin jeopolitik
izah cercevesine uygun olarak, Kibris'in cografi konumu, biytkligi,
Anadolu’ya yakinhigi ve Tiirkiye'nin giiney sahillerini giivence altina
alacak bir iis olusu bir kez daha 6éviiliir. Tam da bu nitelikleri nedeniyle
Kibris’a hakimiyetin Tirkiye'nin jeopolitik giivenligi ac¢isindan ¢ok
onemli oldugu vurgulanir. Aksi takdirde, Rum ablukasi ve komiinist
cemberiyle cevrili bir tilkenin eli kolu baglanacag gibi, ciddi bir yikim
tehlikesiyle de bas basa kalacagi 6ne striliir (YMM, 29 Subat-6 Mart
1972).

Kibris'in sadece Tiirkiye icin degil, dnde gelen tiim uluslararasi gii¢lerin Ortadogu’daki hesaplari
acisindan da ciddi 6nem tasidigl iddia edilen haber-yorumda, yine de esas tehlikenin Yunanistan'in
durmadan silahlandirdig1 Makarios ve fiilen destekledigi Grivas lizerinden ¢evirdigi dolaplar vasitasiyla
ortaya ¢ikacaginin bir kez daha alti ¢izilir. Bu meselenin iyi anlasilmasinin ancak tarihsel siirecin detayh
incelenmesiyle miimkiin olacag iddiasiyla Yunan bagimsizlik miicadelesinin uluslararasi bir komplo
oldugu bir kez daha savunulur. Mora, Girit ve Trakya'dan sonra ayni senaryonun Kibris'ta da oynanmaya
calisildigr belirtilir (YMM, 29 Subat-6 Mart 1972). Burada komiinist Rusya'nin da Makarios’a destek
vererek sicak denizlere inme odakli kadim politikasin1 gerceklestirmek icin bu denklemin dnemli bir
aktorii olarak meseleye dahil oldugu iddia edilir. Grivas'in da Makarios’a kars1 Yunanistan, ABD ve Israil'in
destegiyle adada Enosis yanlisi bir hiikiimet kurmanin yollarini aradigi ifade edilir.

Grivas ya da Makarios'tan hangisi galip gelirse gelsin, her iki durumda da Tiirklerin aleyhine
gelismeler yasanacaginin dile getirildigi haber-yorumda, Kibrishh Rumlarin her iki kanadinin da su veya bu
diizeyde Enosis yanlisi oldugu ve uluslararasi siyasetgilerin de benzer bir ¢izgide davranarak adadaki olasi
bir Tiirk miidahalesinin 6niine ge¢cmeyi amacladigl 6ne strilir (YMM, 29 Subat-6 Mart 1972). Tiim bu
tehlikeli gelismelere ragmen, Tiirkiye Disisleri'nin gelismelerin ciddiyetinin ve tehlikesinin yeterince
farkinda olmadig1 belirtilen haberde, sadece kinama ve sdylem diizeyinde karsi koymanin sonug
vermeyecegi, bu durumun Kibrish Rumlarin silahlanmalarina onay verilmesi anlamina gelecegi ve zaten
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ciddi acilar ¢eken Kibrish Tiirklerin ancak milli bir dis politika ekseninde bu acilardan kurtarilabilecegi
ifade edilir.

4.4. Bat1 Trakya ve Kibris'in Ortak Kaderi

Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisi, bu kez Bat1 Trakya meselesini de isin icine katarak, Kibris ve Bati
Trakya arasinda milli ¢ikarlarin korunmasi asamasindaki ataletten kaynaklanan ciddi ortakliklar oldugu
saviyla konuyu yeniden “Bati Trakya ve Kibris'ta Yunan Vahseti: Milli Dis Politika Istiyoruz!” mansetiyle
kapaktan ele alir (YMM, 10-17 Ekim 1972). “Kibris ve Bati1 Trakya Meselesi” baslikli basyazida ise, Tiirk
hiikiimetinin tavrinin, yasanan {iziicii olaylar karsisinda gecici tepkilerden dteye gidemedigi ve s6z konusu
tepkilerin de organize bir bilincin tiriinii degil, kisisel gayretlerin sonucu ortaya ¢iktig1 belirtilerek milli bir
dis politika talebi bir kez daha yinelenir (YMM, 10-17 Ekim 1972). Kibris meselesinin, Tiirkiye
hiikiimetlerinin aksi yondeki ¢abalarina ragmen dnemli bir dis politika meselesi olarak kendini dayattig:
savunulan yazida, Bat1 Trakya meselesinin de benzer bir siirecin iiriinii olmasi nedeniyle, istenmese de bir
sekilde kendini kabul ettirecegi 6ne siirilir.

Bu iki meselenin temelinde, diinya g¢apindaki mazlum
Misliimanlarin milli bagimsizlik ve kisisel hiirriyet davasinin bir

iirtiini olarak, onlarin biitiinlesik bir sekilde ele alinmasi gerektigini
salik veren basyazi (YMM, 10-17 Ekim 1972), biraz daha ileri giderek
bu davanin sadece Tiirk milletinin bagimsizlik tlkisiini degil, esir
milletlerin emperyalizmin her ¢esidine karsi anti-emperyalist
miicadelesinin dnemli bir parcasini da temsil ettigi fikrini ortaya atar.
Meseleyi genel bir anti-emperyalist miicadelenin pargasi olarak okuma
davetiyle olduk¢a ayrikst bir noktada duran Yeniden Milli
Miicadele'nin bu tavrini, dénemin siyasal, toplumsal, giinliik dilinde
belirleyici olan sol popiilist dili kendi dillerine ¢evirme ¢abasinin
iriini  olan bir tir aragsal kullanim olarak degerlendirmek
mimkiindiir. Basyazi bu tavrinda 6yle 1srarcidir ki, bu meselelerin
genel bir anti-emperyalist a¢idan ele alinmamasi durumunda ¢agin
sosyal ve siyasal ideallerine uygun bicimde ¢oziilmeyecegi iddiasini bir
kez daha yineler (YMM, 10-17 Ekim 1972).

Tiim bu uyarilara ragmen, her zaman oldugu gibi 6ziine donerek, Kibris meselesinin bunlarin
otesinde kimi uluslararasi 6zellikler de barindirdig: iddiasini tekrar giindeme getirir. Dogu Akdeniz, Orta
Dogu ve diger tiim o6nemli uluslararasi meselelerde Kkilit bir noktada duran Kibris meselesi yeniden
essizlestirilir. ingiltere’nin Giiney Asya’daki somiirgelerine ulasimda kilit rol oynamasi, en kaliteli fosil
yakitin kaynagi olan Ortadogu'yu dogrudan kontrol imkani veren stratejik cografi konumu, israil’e askeri
ve ekonomik yardim icin en 6nemli ikmal noktasi olmasi gibi kritik nitelikleri bakimindan Kibris'in
Ingiltere ve ABD’nin dis politikasi agisindan da vazgecilmez oldugu vurgulanir. Yunanistan’in da tiim bu
cekismelerden kaynaklanan celiskilerden faydalanarak Enosis emelini gerceklestirmek i¢cin adim adim
ilerledigini belirten basyazi, Tiirkiye’de meseleye milli ve gercekgi bir acidan yaklasacak, milli ideallere
sadik kadrolar isbasina gelmedikce ¢6ziimiin olmayacagini dile getirir. Miicahitlerin sézleriyle Kibrish
Tirkleri “palikaryanin kursununun degil, asil anavatanin kayitsizliginin emJen"mw
yaraladigin1” diye baslayan yazi “Uyan, ey millet evladi!” nidasiyla sona " ADELE
erer (YMM, 10-17 Ekim 1972). Bu yaz1 da her ne kadar Kibris1 anti-
emperyalist miicadelenin bir pargasi kilma ¢agris1 yapsa da sonuglari
itibariyla yine milliyet¢i mukaddesatgi dilin tekrar giin ytiziine ¢iktig1 bir
yaklasimin iirtinii olmaktan 6teye gidemez.

4.5. 1974 Kibris Miidahalesi ve Sonrasi
Yaklasik iki yil sonra bu kez 1974’teki Kibris Miidahalesi’'nin

verdigi coskuyla dergi, yine kapakta “Mehmetcik Kibris'ta: Gazamiz
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Miibarek Olsun” mansetiyle cikar (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). i¢ sayfadaki basyazimin da ¢ikarmadan
once yazilmis olsa bile, ¢cikarmay gerekli kilan kosullar1 isabetle tespit ettigi, bundan sonra yapilacaklara
dair nitelikli bir yol haritas1 icerdigi iddiasiyla ayni bicimde yayimlandig: belirtilir ve Kahraman Tiirk
Ordusu’nun miidahale ettigi giinleri gosterdigi icin Tanr1’ya siikredildigi ifadesiyle devam eder (YMM, 23-
30 Temmuz 1974). Sonrasinda miidahale 6ncesi yazilan boltime gecildiginde, ilk olarak Tiirk milletinin elli
yildir verdigi miicadelenin Yunan bayraklar1 dalgalanan bir Kibris gérmemek iizere oldugu vurgulanir.
Bugiin, tipki Milli Miicadele dénemindeki izmir'de oldugu gibi Limasol, Larnaka ve Girne’de dalgalanan
Yunan bayraklarindan duyulan derin iiziintiiden bahsedilir. Milli Miicadele déneminde ordu ve fiilen bir
devletin olmadigini fakat memleketin kinamalar, bildiriler ya da uluslararasi kuruluslar nezdinde
girisimlerle kurtulmayacaginin bilincinde, kaninin son damlasina kadar vatani i¢in savagsmaya azmetmis
bir millet oldugunu belirten basyaz1 (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974), bugiinkii Ecevit iktidar1 o zaman olsaydi
vatanin da tipki Kibris gibi elden gitme tehlikesiyle bas basa kalacag1 iddiasini ortaya atar.

Bu tiirden siyasal ve askeri nitelikli anlasmazliklarin hi¢birinin baris konusmalar1 ya da hayalperest
miizakerelerle ¢o6ziilmedigini, ¢atismanin c¢atismayla, silahin silahla ezildiginin bilincinde olunmasi
gerektiginin dile getirildigi basyazida, mevcut hiikiimetin yetersiz uygulamalari karsisinda siyaseten karar
alict durumda olmasalar bile utang duymaktan kendilerini alamazlar (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Yine de
Ecevit hiikiimetine Kibris meselesinin mevcut kangren halinin anlasilmasi ve ¢6ziimii i¢in on bir maddelik
bir yol haritasi énerisinde bulunulur. ilk olarak Kibris'taki siireci anlatan kendi yazilarini okumasi tavsiye
edilir. Sonrasinda da mevcut Yunan miidahalesinin esasen CIA destekli bir ABD operasyonu oldugunun
apacik oldugu, ABD’nin simdiye kadar Fransa’daki 1968 hareketi gibi kimi girisimlerle kendi aleyhine
ortaya ¢ikan gelismeleri durdurmak i¢in CIA’i etkili bir ara¢ olarak kullandiginin alt1 ¢izilir. Yunanistan'da
ABD'nin Avrupa’da artan niifuzunun yeni aktorii olarak ciddi Amerikan destegi aldig1 ve Tiirkiye'deki
Amerikan niifuzunun aktorleri olarak goriilen Siilleyman Demirel, Nihat Erim gibi isimlerin yerine Avrupa-
ingiltere destegini 6nemseyen solcu gériiniimlii bir ekibin iktidara gelmesinin ABD’yi Tiirkiye'ye karsi
daha da uyanik hale getirdigi belirtilir (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974).

Yol haritasimin iigiincii maddesinde Makarios-Grivas Kkarsithg, ingiltere ve ABD'nin Kibris
lizerindeki niifuz miicadelesinin goriinen yiizii olarak degerlendirilir. CIA destekli Grivas’a karsi kendi
niifuzunu koruma amacindaki Ingiltere'nin MI6 destegiyle Makarios’u siirdiigii ve sonrasinda ingiltere'nin
bu miicadeleyi Tiirklere yonelik bir terére yonlendirerek Tirkiye'yi de kendi niifuzuna destek olacak bir
aktor olarak siirece dahil ettigi 6ne siiriiliir (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Béylelikle Ingiltere, Kibris
Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulmasina vesile olur, hem buradaki niifuzunu garanti altina almay1 basardig1 gibi,
dolayli olarak dénemin Demokrat Parti hiikiimetinin de gayretleriyle Tiirkiye'nin garantorliik haklarini da
giivence altina almasini da saglar. Dordiincii maddede ise Kibris civarinda zengin petrol yataklar: oldugu
iddias1 ortaya atilarak, ABD’nin hem Ortadogu'daki cikarlari hem de Israil'e karsi yiikiimliiliikleri
nedeniyle Kibris ilgisinden vazge¢medigi belirtilir. O dénemde Avrupa ve Tiirkiye’de esen sol rlizgarlar
nedeniyle artan Amerikan karsitlig1 nedeniyle ABD'nin kendi ¢ikarlarini gerceklestirmek ve adada birkag
askeri iis edinmek amaciyla Yunanistan'i kendine ortak sectigi savunulur (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974).

Besinci maddede, “solculuk ham hayalleri ve kendinden menkul sosyal devrim hiilyalariyla
palazlandirilan Amerikan karsitliginin” mevcut durumda Kibris meselesinin ¢6ziimi i¢in ciddi sorunlar
barindirdigi iddia edilir. Mevcut iktidarin yine 6ngoriisiiz bir samimiyetsizlikle hashas meselesi lizerinden
de Amerikan karsithigina su tasimasinin sorunlar1 daha da iginden ¢ikilmaz hale getirdigi dile getirilir
(YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Hashas ekiminin kisitlanmasina kimse karsi ¢ikmazken kendilerinin karsi
ciktigini belirten Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisi, su anki yapilan seyin iilkenin ytiksek milli menfaatleri
acisindan akilsizca bir tepki oldugunun bilinmesi gerektigini ve bu menfaatlerin birtakim solcu siyaset
teknisyenlerinin romantizmine kurban edilemeyecek denli 6nemli oldugunu ifade eder. Mevcut iktidarin
donemin uluslararasi gilic dengesini anlamaktan aciz oldugu ve tipki II. Mesrutiyet zamaninda II.
Abdiilhamid’e kars:1 ingiliz yandashgina bel baglayan ittihat Terakki'nin yaptigina benzer bir hatayla
davranmasinin benzer bir felaketle sonucglanacagl éne siiriiliir. Bu dénemde Ingiltere ve Avrupa'ya
yanasmanin Tiirk milletine yazik etmek ve milletin kaderiyle kumar oynamak oldugu dile getirilir.
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Yedinci maddede Ecevit hiikiimetinin Ingiltere’yi Kibris’a ortak miidahaleye cagiran tavri, “ham
hayalden ibaret bir suursuzluk” olarak nitelendirilir. ingiltere'nin bugiine kadar “seytanlik ve ciddi siyaset
madrabazligiyla” iizerinde giines batmayan imparatorluk olarak bulundugu her cografyada yerel
isbirlikleriyle is gordiigii ve oradaki dinamikleri tiiketene kadar kendi lehine kullanmaktaki ustaligy,
tarihten o6rneklerle ortaya konulur (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Ecevit kastedilerek bu isin “Tagore
cevirmenligi yaparak, bu diizen degismelidir gibi hayaller saheserleri kaleme alarak olmayacaginin
bilinmesi gerektigi” ifade edilir ve Ingiltere’yle ortak askeri miidahalenin miimkiin oldugunu sanmanin
“aklin1 peynir ekmekle yemekle es deger oldugu” savunulur. Ecevit'in Kibris'taki Yunan darbesinin hemen
ertesinde Ingiltere'ye gitmesinin “hazin ve utang verici” olarak degerlendirildigi sekizinci maddede ise

iktidarin Avrupa-ingiltere faktoriinii okumaktan biisbiitiin aciz oldugu vurgulanir.

Silahi silahla, catismay1 ¢atismayla ezmekle mesgul olmayip, diinya kamuoyunun destegi, sosyalist
blokun takdiri gibi gereksiz islerle ugrasildiginin vurgulandigi dokuzuncu maddeye gore, bu bekleyisin fiili
Enosis'in ortadan kaldirilmasi a¢isindan zerre kadar faydasi yoktur (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Bu
noktada yapilmasi gereken tek seyin Tiirkiye'nin dogrudan aday isgali oldugunun savunuldugu onuncu
maddede, biitiin risklerine ragmen Tiirkiye’'nin orada kendine uygun bir diizen kurulana kadar kalmasi
gerektigi savunulur. Tim acilara karsin Tirkiye’'ye sorunu kendi lehine sonsuza kadar ¢dzmesi i¢in altin
bir firsat niteligindeki bu duruma miidahalede ge¢ kalinmasi halinde, Tiirk milletinin ellerinin
sorumlularin yakasinda olacag dile getirilir. On birinci ve son maddede ise, ABD gibi uluslararasi gii¢lerin
engelledigi bahanesiyle bu miidahaleden kaginmanin sonuglarinin olduk¢a agir olacagi, Kibris meselesinin
giir sesinin bir stre kisilacag: fakat mevcut siyasal konjonktiirde bu suskunlugun uzun siirmeyecegi 6ne
sturilir (YMM, 23-30 Temmuz 1974). Sonu¢ olarak bu uzun yol haritasi, simdiye kadarki yazilardaki
milliyetci muhafazakar s6ylemin derli toplu bir tekrari olsa da tistii kapali Amerikancilik énerisi ve baskin
anti-komiinist egilimleriyle de dikkat ¢ekicidir.

4.6. Harekat Sonrasi Kibris Tezi: U¢ Secenek
Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisi, yol haritasinin sunuldugu ve Q yegidenB1
Kibris Harekati'nin hemen ertesindeki sayida da meseleyi yeniden 2
“Turkiye’nin Kibris Tezi Ne Olmalidir?” bashgiyla kapagmna tasir /
(YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974). Aymi baslkla yayinlanan '
basyazida ise, Turk milliyetcilerinin yillardir savundugu kutlu
iilkiiniin Tirk Ordusu tarafindan layikiyla yerine getirilmesinden
duyulan mutluluk ifade edilir ve Tiirk milliyetcilerinin ategli tilki
ve Onerilerine, ortadaki basaridan sonra karsi ¢ikmanin artik
miimkiin olmadig1 savunulur (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974).
Mevcut basariyla beraber suskun milliyet¢ci muhafazakar aydin 1 i T s =
ziimresinin de goriislerini acgik¢a ifade etme imkani buldugu ve ¥ ( I“n“lv[ NI"
boylelikle sahada kazanilan basarinin masada kaybedilmesi 2 4 ‘ "IBH'S 'I'Ezi
ihtimalinin de kalmadig ifade edilerek, Tiirk Ordusu'nun bu zaferi ,
sayesinde milli ve manevi degerlerin de toplumda 6n plana ¢ikmasi N[
nedeniyle derginin de bundan sonra en temel mesgalesinin Kibris I".MAI.I“IH ?
olacag dile getirilir. RN e

CADELE

Turkiye’'nin Kibris meselesinde tezi ne olmalidir sorusu ekseninde konunun ayrintili bir tahliline
girisilir ve Kibris'ta menfaati bulunan giicler bashig altinda Tiirkiye, Yunanistan, Amerika, ingiltere, Rusya,
israil ve Orta Dogu Arap Ulkeleri olmak iizere yedi ayr1 menfaat odagi sayilir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos
1974). Tirkiye’'nin Kibris’taki menfaatleri de Kibris'in, asirlardir siiren teror, tehdit ve asimilasyona
ragmen Tirk topragi oldugu gerceginin degismemesi, jeopolitik ve jeostratejik konumu nedeniyle Tiirkiye
icin kontroli ¢ok 6nemli bir cografya olusu, Kibrish Tiirklerin Tiirkiye Turkligiiniin ayrilmaz bir pargasi
olarak kendi haline terk edilmesinin miimkiin olmayisi ve Kibrish Tirkleri koruma davasinin diinya
capinda bir Tiirkliik davasinin da 6nemli bir unsuru olmasi gibi nedenler iizerinden temellendirilir (YMM,
30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974).
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Bu miicadelede Kibris'in statiisiiniin olduk¢a 6nem arz ettiginin ve bu projenin siyasal, toplumsal,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel doniisimii de kapsayan ¢ok tarafli bir dénilisiim projesi olarak dusiiniilmesi
gerektiginin belirtildigi yazida (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974), adadaki durumun dénemin ulusal
bagimsizlik savaslar1 gibi olmadigi, tam tersine tarihsel olarak hak sahibi azinlik bir toplumun varolus
miicadelesi gibi diisiiniilerek uluslararasi topluma da meselenin bu sekilde anlatilmasi gerektigi tavsiye
edilir. Bu anlamda benzer miicadelelerde ortaya ¢ikan tarihsel deneyimlerin {iriinii olan statii 6rnekleri
verilir ve Kibris’ta olasi statii olarak Bagimsiz Kibris, Adada iki devlet ve Ada’nin Tiirkiye tarafindan ilhaki
basliklar altinda {i¢ 6neriden hangisinin makul olacagi tartismaya acilir.

Yunanistan'in eskiden beri izledigi temel politikanin, dnce isyan ¢ikarip, bulundugu topraklardaki
Tirk cogunlugu terorize ederek ve goce zorlayarak orada ¢ogunlugu elde edip sonrasinda bagimsizlik ilan
etmek tizerine kurulu bir “Helen” yayilmacilig1 oldugu vurgulanir. Kibris'ta da temel amacin yine bagimsiz
devlet teziyle ortaya cikip, o devletin de zamanla Yunanistan’a baglanmasinin kosullarinin olusturulmasi
oldugu iddia edilir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974). ingiltere ve ABD’nin de menfaatinin farklh
gerekcelerle de olsa bagimsiz Kibris Cumhuriyeti yoniinde olacagi belirtilir. Bu iki {ilkenin mevcut iislerini
korumak ve etkin olmak istedikleri cografyalarda etkinliklerini siirdiirmeleri bakimindan bu segenegin
disinda baska bir segenegi goz oniine almayacagi savunulur (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974). Buradaki
¢ikar unsurlarindan biri olarak Rusya'nin da temel tezinin anti-emperyalizm ve demokrasi iddiasiyla
temellendirilmis bir bagimsiz Kibris tezi olacagi dile getirilir ve bdylelikle Rusya’nin da Kibris'in i¢gindeki
kuvvetli yerel komiinist unsurlarin etkisiyle kendi niifuzunu saglama almasinin kosullarin olusturacagi
iddias1 ortaya atilir. Israil’in Kibris politikasinin da hamiligini iistlenen ABD’ye paralel olarak sekillenecegi
vurgulanir ve Orta Dogu’daki Arap Devletlerinin de Miisliimanliktan ¢ok kendi milli menfaatlerini 6n plana
alarak iislerden arinmis bagimsiz bir Kibris Devleti'ni savunacaklari belirtilir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6
Agustos 1974). Tirkiye disindaki farkl aktorlerin c¢ikarlarinin farkl gerekcelerle de olsa bagimsiz bir
Kibris Devleti ekseninde sekilleneceginin biitiin agikligiyla ortaya konuldugu diisiiniiliir ve buradan
Tirkiye icin milli menfaatlere en uygun tezin hangisi olacaginin incelenmesine gegilir.

Kibris'ta bagimsiz bir devlet icin 6ncelikle kaynasmis bir kitle olarak bir Kibrish kimliginden
bahsedilmesi gerektigi, fakat Kibris’ta boylesi bir kimlikten ¢ok tiirlii hile ve desiseyle ¢cogunluk haline
gelmis bir Rum kitlesinin yani sira Tiirk halkinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi olan azinlik durumuna diismiis bir
Tiirk varliginin 6tesinde ortak bir kimligin varligindan s6z edilemeyecegi vurgulanir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6
Agustos 1974: 3). Bu nedenle Tiirkiye disislerinin siklikla “Kibris Halki” ifadesini kullanmasinin ciddi bir is
bilmezlik ve garabet 6rnegi olduguna dikkat c¢ekilir. Bu ifadenin, azinlik statiisiiniin kabulii ve bu statiiden
kaynakl haklardan bagka bir amaca hizmet etmeyecegi, bunun da sonuglari itibariyla kagit iistiinde kalan
kimi garantiler nedeniyle Enosis’e giden yolun taslarim1 déseyecegi iddia edilir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6
Agustos 1974). Benzer sekilde bagimsiz devlet tezi de Kibrish Tiirkleri azinlik statiisiinden
kurtarmayacag gibi onlar1 Rum ¢ogunlugun diktasina sokmak ve ileride Yunanistan’a baglanmalarinin
zeminini olusturur. Bu agidan Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisine gore, Kibris'in toprak bitiinligi ve
bagimsizlig1 tezlerini giindemde tutmak, Tirkiye'nin garantorliik haklar ile Kibrish Tirklerin varolus
kosullar1 a¢isindan en son yapilmasi gereken seydir ve 1960’lardan beri var olan bu statiiniin Tiirkiye'nin
milli menfaatleri agisindan ne denli ciddi sikintilara yol actig1 da biitiin agikligiyla gorilir (YMM, 30
Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974).

Tim bu degerlendirmeler 1si8inda Tiirkiye'nin milli menfaatleri bakimindan Kibris'taki tek
secenegin adanin biitiiniiyle ilhak edilmesi ve orta vadeli hedef olarak Girit, On ki Adalar ve Bat1 Trakya
icin de aym tarifenin uygulanmasi gerektigi belirtilir. Adadaki fiili durumun bu yéndeki bir girisim icin
fazlasiyla imkan tanidig1 vurgulanir ve bagimsizlik, Kibris Devleti gibi tezlerin acilen terk edilmesi, Tiirk
askerinin adada kalict olarak bulunarak anavatanla baglantisinin strekli kilinmasi, Taksim’i
gerceklestirmenin ilk adimi olarak Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti'nin derhal kurulmasi ve mevcut durumun
uluslararasi hukuk acisindan da kabulii icin gerekli kararlihgin gosterilmesi seklinde dort baslik altinda
derginin Kibris tezi 6zetlenir (YMM, 30 Temmuz-6 Agustos 1974). Derginin Kibris meselesindeki
goriislerinin en agik ve berrak dille 6zetlendigi yazi olmasi bakimindan oldukga dikkat ¢ekici olan bu
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calisma, bundan sonraki tarihsel gelismelerin neredeyse benzer bir ¢izgide ilerledigi diisintildiigiinde
Tiirk siyasal yasami agisindan da etkili olmus kurucu bir metin niteligi tasimasiyla ilgiye degerdir.

4.7. Cenevre Goriismeleri ve Endiseler = yenidenBlim

Bir onceki sayida bundan bodyle temel mesgalesinin Kibris V4 M“ ADELE
meselesi oldugunu belirten dergi, bu ilgisini bu sayida da devam ettirir
ve yine kapaktan meseleye yer vererek “Cenevre Goriismelerinde 1k
Hedef: Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti Olmalidir” mansetiyle ¢ikar (YMM, 6-
13 Agustos 1974). Harekdt sonrasi imzalanan Cenevre Anlasmasi
madde madde ele alinarak Ada’da alinacak baris ve acil giivenlik
tedbirleri, TSK'nin asamali ¢ekilmesi i¢in gerekli tedbir ve prosediirler,
Kibris'in gelecekteki statiisii icin kabul edilen hiikiimler gseklinde
listelenir (YMM, 6-13 Agustos 1974). Tiirk Ordusu’'nun denetimindeki
bolgelerde giivenligin onlara birakilmasi, denetimi disindaki Tiirk
bolgelerindeki Yunan isgalinin sonlandirilmasi olumlu gelismeler
olarak degerlendirilse de dergiye gore denetim disindaki Tiirklerin
giivenliginin BM Baris Giicii'ne birakilmasinin bu basariy1 golgeledigi
ifade edilir. Adanin biitiiniiyle Yunan giiclerinden arindirilip sadece
kuzeyde degil Tiirklerin oldugu her yerde denetimi ve glivenligi MEEEEEEE vis_savi2ss
saglamasinin kosullarinin olusturulmasi gerektigini savunan dergi, gecici de olsa fiili durumun hukuki bir
statliye kavusturulmasini olumlu bulsa bile Tiirk Ordusu’nun asamali ¢ekilmesinin kabuliiniin de bir o
kadar isabetsiz bir karar oldugu vurgulanir (YMM, 6-13 Agustos 1974). Adadaki diismanca faaliyetlere son
verme taahhiidiiniin herhangi bir kayda baglanmamis olmasi da olumsuz gelismelerden biri olarak
degerlendirilir ve Yunan-Rum yodnetiminin savas suglusu sayilmasinin saglanamamasi ve mevcut Tirk
sivil rehinelerin savas esiri sayilmasi da bir baska olumsuzluk seklinde zikredilir (YMM, 6-13 Agustos
1974).

Tiirk Ordusu’'nun adadan kademeli olarak ¢ekilmesini 6ngéren maddenin de Kibris’ta bagimsiz bir
Tirk Devleti kurulmasinin dniinde engel teskil ettigi gibi, Kibrish Tiirkleri kesin bir garantiden mahrum
biraktigl da yazinin bir baska iddiasidir. Ayrica Cenevre anlasmasiyla ortaya ¢ikan yeni statiiniin bir
yenilikten ¢ok eski Kibris Cumhuriyeti'nin bir kopyasi oldugu belirtilir, hatta garantérliik gibi konularda
goreli gerilemelerin bile oldugu o6ne siiriiliir. Kibrish Tiirklerin varlik kosullarim1 korumadig: tarihsel
deneyimlerle belgeli Kibris Cumhuriyeti deneyiminin tekrar isitilarak ¢6ziim gibi sunulmasi yaziya gore,
Tiirk Disisleri'nin bu deneyimden gerekli dersleri ¢ikarmadigina isaret eder (YMM, 6-13 Agustos 1974).
Anlasmada oviilen federal statiiniin de ciddi sakincalar barindirdig: ifade edilirken, eninde sonunda
azinlik niteligindeki bir grubun federal devlet igerisindeki statiisiiniin cogunlugun tahakkiimiinden &teye
gidemeyecegi savunulur. Bu yazida da Kibris meselesi bir milli dava olarak ele alindig1 gibi, mesele
bagimsiz bir Tiirk Devleti ve oradan da Taksim’e varacak bir yol haritasi ekseninde degerlendirilir.

4.8. “Milli Tezden Taviz Verilemez: Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti Kurulmahdir”

Bir haftalik ara sonrasi yine kapaktan Kibris mesaisine devam eden Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisi,
“Milli Tezden Taviz Verilemez: Yeni Gériismeler Baslamadan Once, Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti Kurulmahdir”
mangetiyle ¢cikar (YMM, 27 Agustos-3 Eyliil 1974). Ikinci harekatla beraber adanin kuzeyinin tamamen
kontrol altina alinmasinin Tirkiye'nin kararli durusunun anlasilmasinda hayli 6nem teskil ettigi
vurgulanir ve bagimsiz Kibris ve Kibris'in toprak biitiinliigii gibi séylemlerden Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti
asamasina dogru bir egilimin ortaya ¢ikmaya basladigina dikkat cekilir (YMM, 27 Agustos-3 Eyliil 1974).
Adanin Rumlar tarafindan kontrol edilen boélgesindeki Tiirklerin korunmasina yonelik de derhal bir yol
haritas1 belirlenmesi gerektigi ifade edilir, aksi takdirde oralardaki Tirklerin yeniden ciddi bir katliama
ugrama tehdidiyle bas basa kalabilecekleri uyaris1 yapilir ve ayrica adada bir Rum gerilla hareketine de
kesinlikle izin verilmemesi gerektigi kaydedilir.
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Diinya kamuoyunda elde edilen mesruiyetin yani sira
Tiirkiye kamuoyu ve siyasetinde de milli Kibris tezi istikametinde
bir déniisiim oldugu savunulur ve Kibris politikasinin uluslararasi
siyasetin fay hatlarinda hassasiyetle yiirttiilmesi gereken bir
siire¢ oldugu belirtilir. Mevcut Tiirkiye iktidarinin bu hassas
dengeyi olusturma konusunda yeterince hazirlhik sahibi
olmadigindan sikdyet edildigi gibi, harekatin adanin tiimini
kontrol altina alma gayesi gilitmemesi de ciddi bir vizyon R /4
eksikliginin ~ Uriinii  olarak degerlendirilir. Bu gayenin
giidiilmemesi diismanin biitiiniiyle ortadan kaldirilmasini da
engeller ve Rumlarin kimi yerlerde Tiirkleri imha etmesine

olanak tanir. Halbuki ada biitiintiyle kontrol altina alinsa hem BR
pazarlik giiclinlin yiikselecegi hem de adadaki Tiirklerin daha 3K ; ’
genis bir sahada savunulmasi imkaninin ortaya ¢ikacag: iddiasi IR Al IDIR

ortaya atilir (YMM, 27 Agustos-3 Eyliil 1974). Yaziya gore Tiirkiye
hiikiimetinin temel gayesi, ikinci harekatla beraber edinilen genis
hareket sahasi vesilesiyle ilk olarak kendi kontrol ettigi bélgeler disindaki Tiirkleri de giivenceye almak,
aksi durumda higbir baris goriismesine katilmamak, Tiirklerin ugradigi mezalimi diinya ¢apinda bir
mesele haline getirmek ve baris goriismelerinden once, bir an evvel Kibris Tiirk Devleti'ni kurmak
seklindeki milli yol haritasini hizlica isler hale getirmek olmalidir (YMM, 27 Agustos-3 Eyliil 1974).

7 afex Bayramini Coskunlukla Kud“‘olua

4.9. “Baf, Limasol ve Larnaka’da Tiirk Varhg: Tehlikede”

Kibris mesaisini meseleyi yine kapagina tasiyarak devam em Jenllm m
t.ettiren dergi, “Baf, Limasol ve Larnaka’da Tirk Varhigi Tehlikede: ADELE
Iktidar1 Goéreve Cagiriyoruz” basligiyla ve arka planinda kara kizil bir
fonla, lizerinde hag isareti bulunan Roma migferi takmis kuru kafa
temali Azrail figlrleriyle yayimlanir (YMM, 3-10 Eylil 1974).
Basyazida ise Yunanistan'in NATO’nun askeri kanadindan cekilme
karari, ABD’nin sirtini Yunanistan ve israil’e yaslayan Orta Dogu
politikasinin ¢okisii olarak yorumlanir ve ABD'ye bu “garabetten”
kurtulmadigl stirece nitelikli bir Orta Dogu politikas1 tesis
edemeyecegi yoniinde ogitler verilir (YMM, 3-10 Eylil 1974). Bat, Limasol ve Larnaka da
Bat'nin Yunanistann halen kadim Helen medeniyetinin mirascisi % i
saymasinin da bir baska gariplik olduguna dikkat c¢ekilir. Simdiki ‘ TURK
Rumlarin, eski Atina halkiyla dilsel ortaklik disinda herhangi bir VARl_lGl
iliskisi olmayan, Latin asilli Dogu Roma askerlerinin miidahalesiyle TEH LiKEDE
Helen kiiltliriine asimile edilmis, Ege, Mora ve Teselya’da yasayan,
etnik anlamda karmakarisik bir giiruh olarak Roma’nin ortaya
¢ikardigl irksal birligin tortularindan ibaret birtakim insanlar olarak
tanimlanir (YMM, 3-10 Eyliil 1974).

Dergiye gore harekat sonrasi bir baska tehlike de mevcut durumda askeri bakimdan hayli zayif
diisen Rum tarafinin Tiirk Ordusu’nun uluslararasi toplumda isgalci olarak goriilmesine hizmet edecek bir
gerilla savas yiiritme girisimidir. Bu girisim iizerine, gerilla savasi nedir ve ne sebeple, kime karsi yapilir
gibi sorular ekseninde uzun uzadiya bu konunun izahina girisilir ve ileride ciddi sikintilara yol acacak bu
girisim icin hizla énlem alinmasi tavsiye edilir (YMM, 3-10 Eylil 1974). Onlem almadan tiim bunlar
“basari sansi az ufak tefek sorunlar” gibi gérmenin, sorunun daha kronik hale gelmesinin kapilarini ardina
kadar agacag1 vurgulanirken, mevcut askeri basarinin sosyal, ekonomik, kiiltiirel ve siyasal girisimle
pekistirilmeden yeterli goriilmesinin de fahis bir hata olacagi dile getirilir. Yeni girilen bu istikamette
heniiz yolun basinda olundugunun farkinda olarak Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyetini bir an 6énce kurup
duyurarak proaktif bir politika sergilemenin ¢ok 6nemli oldugu ifade edilir (YMM, 3-10 Eylil 1974). Bu
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yazl da simdiye kadarki yazilarin tekrari niteliginde olsa bile, ABD dis politikasi ve Yunan milletinin etnik
yapisina iliskin spekiilasyonlariyla milliyet¢i muhafazakar birikime ilging katkilar sunmasi bakimindan
dikkate degerdir.

4.10. Kibris Tiirk Federe Devleti’nin ilan1 ve Cosku
13 Subat 1975’te Kibris Tiirk Federe Devleti'nin tek tarafl emJen'lml“’“

ilan edilmesi, derginin Kibris sorunundaki coskusunu artirir ve Muc ADELE

mesele yine kapaktan “Kahraman Ordumuzun Kutlu Zafer

Sani: i i KAHRAMAN ORDUMUZUN
Armagani: Yasasin Kibris Tiirk Devleti” manseti ve ay yildiz armali KUTLU ZAFER ARMAGANI

bir asker migferiyle sinirlar1 ayrilmis kirmizi renkli bir Kibris
gorseliyle birlikte verilir (YMM, 18-25 Subat 1975). Kutlu
miicadelenin Ada'da bagimsiz bir Tiirk Devletine déniismesinin
yarattigl muazzam coskuyla baslayan basyazi da Tiirk iktidar ve
yoneticilerinin hayallerinin 6tesinde bir milli ytcelis hareketi
olarak tanimladig1 bu gelismeyi, nadiren ortaya ¢ikacak bir tarihi
gelisme seklinde selamlar (YMM, 18-25 Subat 1975). Eldeki askeri
olanaklarin maddi degerlendirilmesiyle aciklanamayacak c¢apta
ilahi bir kudretin eseri olarak diisiiniilmesi gereken bu kutlu zafer, YASASIN

sosyal bilimler alaninda da irade ve ilahi takdirin ayriksi bir 6rnegi KIBRIS

seklinde yiiceltilir. Kibris Tiirk Devletinin ilaninin kendi milliyetci TURK DEVLETi
yaklasimlarimin ne denli ilmi, realist ve rasyonel oldugunun ¢ok
acik bir teyidi gibi okundugu basyazi, Tiirk milliyetciliginin tilkenin

kronik sorunlarinin ¢6ziimii icin tek gercek alternatif oldugunun da
boylelikle ortaya ¢iktigini iddia eder.

Dergiye gore harekdt sonrasi altin tepsiyle gelen firsati tepme konusunda birbiriyle yarisan
donemin Tiirkiye siyasetcileri, tiim hatalarina ragmen bagimsiz Tirk cumhuriyetine uzanan kaginilmaz
tarihsel akisin oniinde duramazlar. Harekati biitiin aday1 kapsayacak sekilde genisletip adada kalic1 bir
demokrasi tesis edilene kadar kalacagini beyan edebilecek, serbest secimlerin yapilmasi, demokrasinin
kurulmasi gibi insani hedefler temelli iddiasiyla adadaki varolus kosullarin1 da mesrulastirma yoluna
gidebilecek ve adanin statlisiine dair hi¢cbir imada bulunmadan Tiirkleri kuzeyde toplayabilecekken,
Ecevit hiikiimeti bunlarin hi¢birini yapmaz ve elindeki psikolojik iistiinliigii de kaptirir (YMM, 18-25 Subat
1975). Bu kritik dénemde iilkeyi hiikiimetsiz birakacak denli basiretsiz bir yonetim sergileyen Ecevit'in,
buradan edinecegi ciddi prestiji de kaybettiginin vurgulandig1 basyazi, kurulan devletteki “federe”
ifadesinden de bir an dnce vazgecilmesi gerektigini ve bu devletin bagimsiz bir Kibris Tiirk Devleti olarak
kurumsallastirilmasinin ¢ok énemli oldugunu savunur. Milliyet¢ci ve muhafazakar anlayisin sorunlarin
¢O6ziimii icin en yetkili adres olarak tanimlanmasi ve Ecevitin de bir giinah kecisi olarak yeniden
kurgulanmasi agisindan bu yazi da ilging niteliklere sahiptir.

4.11. “Kibris Cumhuriyeti Derhal ilan Edilmelidir” e idenBEmills
Tek tarafli devlet ilanini cogkuyla karsilayan, fakat ilan edilen Vs M G ADELE
devletteki “federe” ifadesinin yersiz bir israrin Urini olarak
Tiirkiye'nin milli ¢ikarlarina aykir1 oldugu uyarisi yapan dergi, bu \ //
saylda da yine kapaktan bu uyarisini tekrarlar ve “Yunanistan'in
Beynelmilel Baskilar1 Davet Eden Bizans Entrikalar1 Karsisinda
Kibris Cumhuriyeti Derhal ilan Edilmelidir” mansetiyle cikar (YMM,
16-23 Eyliil 1975).
Turkiye'nin Kibris harekdti sonrasindaki ii¢c ay boyunca
uluslararas1 camia nezdinde herhangi bir ciddi elestiriye maruz

o . . . A YUNANISTAN'IN,
kalmadigi, fakat iizerinden on doért ay ge¢cmisken riizgarin BEYNELMILEL BASKILARI DAVET EDEN

BIZANS ENTRIKALARI KARSISINDA

iKibris

62 Tiirk Cumhuriyeti
Derhal
l1an Edilmelidir

16-23 evLon 1975 L6 sam:294



Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi ve Dergisi’nin Tiirk Dis Politikasina Bakisi: Kibris Ornegi

biitiinliyle aleyhine dondiigliniin savunuldugu basyazida ise, tiim bunlarin sorumlusu olarak dénemin
siyasi aktorleri hedef gosterilir (YMM, 16-23 Eyliil 1975). Harekat sonrasi kaleme alinan tiim yazilarda
oldugu gibi bu yazida da ciddi bir firsatin kacirilmasi, Kibris'taki Rum-Yunan zulmiiniin diinya kamuoyuna
yeterince anlatilamadigl, yeni kurulan devlette bile kullanilan ve eski statlintin kabul edildigi yanilsamasi
yaratan “federe” ifadesinin kullanilmaya devam edilmesinin sakincalar1 ve Kibrish Tiirklere tiirli eziyetler
eden ve savas suc¢lusu konumunda olmasi gereken Rum ydnetimiyle baris1 miizakere etmenin zararlari
elestiri konusu yapilir ve Tiirkiye'nin temel tezinin Bagimsiz Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti olmasi gerektigi bir
kez daha vurgulanir (YMM, 16-23 Eyliil 1975).

4.12. Uluslararasi Baskilar ve Taviz Tartismalari
Son kapagin iizerinden bir bucuk yillik bir siire gectikten P yeniden Bl Emilli
sonra, uluslararasi siyasi aktorlerin Kibris meselesiyle daha yakindan Muc ADELE
ilgilenmeye basladigi donemde sorunu tekrar kapagina tasiyan
Yeniden Milli Miicadele, “Tiirkiye Kibris Tiirk Devleti hedefinden
taviz veremez” mansetiyle yayimlanir (YMM, 8-15 Subat 1977).
ABD'den Ingiltere’ye, Rusya'dan Avrupa iilkelerine varincaya kadar
bir¢ok uluslararasi giiciin sorunun ¢6ziimii icin birbiri ardi sira
aciklamalar yapip ¢éziim oOnerisi sundugunun belirtildigi basyazida,
bu c¢abalarin esasen Tirkiye'nin simdiye kadar kazanimlarini
korumay1 basardigi askeri zaferinin, masada ortadan kaldirilmasina
yonelik girisimler olarak degerlendirilmesi gerektigi dile getirilir
(YMM, 8-15 Subat 1977). Askeri, siyasal, stratejik ve cografi

nitelikleri bakimindan Kibris'in tim bu aktérlerin dis politika Tquiye :
¢ikarlar igin fazlasiyla kritik bir yer teskil ettiginin agikar oldugu [aU=ISUS RIS LS DEVLETI

ifade edilir ve bunun icin de en uygun ¢éziimiin Bati1 giidiimiine daha hqdef'nden
o y . taviz veremez
yatkin Yunan-Rum toplumunun denetiminde bagimsiz federe bir

Kibris Cumhuriyeti oldugu iddias1 ortaya atilir. Tim bu girisimlerin

ardindaki temel motivasyonun Tiirklerin biitiiniiyle bagimsiz bir Kibris Tiirk Devleti kurmasinin dniine
gecmek oldugu vurgulanirken Tirkiye'nin ve Kibrish Tiirklerin bu gayeden asla vazge¢memesi gerektigi
belirtilir. Bu yazi da yine benzer tezlerin belli araliklarla zikredildigi bir hatirlatici islevi gérmesinin yani
sira, tezinin hakliigina fazlasiyla inanan bir siyasal akimin tezlerini siirekli giindemde tutmaya
calismasimin isareti olarak okunabilir.

4.13. Denktas-Makarios Goriismelerine Endiseli Bakis
Denktas’la Makarios arasindaki Viyana goriismelerinde Ye"'d““""'"'

varilan mutabakat metninde, Kibris’taki statiikonun aleyhine oldugu AL M“GADELE
diisiiniilen kimi maddeler nedeniyle aday1 yeniden kapagina tasiyan s -

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi, siyah fon iizerinde biitiiniiyle yesil
bir Kibris haritas1 ve ikisi bu harita {istiinde olmak tizere bu fona
rasgele dagilmis iskambil kagitlarindan olusan kapak mizanseni ve
“Kibris'ta Tezgahlanan Diisman Oyunlarina Dikkat!” mansetiyle
yayimlanir (YMM, 22 Subat-1 Mart 1977). Basyazida ise Viyana
goriismelerinde tlizerinde mutabik kalinan maddelerden serbest
dolasim ve yerlesme maddesinin Rumlarin adayr yeniden
Rumlastirmasina kapi aralayabilecegi icin oldukea tehlikeli oldugu
vurgulanir (YMM, 22 Subat-1 Mart 1977). Denktas'in aksi yondeki
beyanlarina karsin, Tiirk tarafinin iki bdlgeli iki toplumlu yapidan
taviz verdigi endisesinin tasindig1 ifade edilir ve Kibrish Tiirklerin
varolugsal kosullarini saglamalar1 i¢in ¢ok 6nemli olan mevcut
statiikonun zaten tavizi gerektirmeyecek capta asgari bir nokta

“‘19 - ‘:‘,
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oldugu iddia edilir. Yeni tesis edilecek devlette iki baskanli ¢6ziimiin énerilmesini olumlu bulan dergi, tim
bunlara ragmen hali hazirdaki durumdan en kii¢iik taviz vermeden politik miicadelenin stirdiiriilmesi
gerektigini savunur (YMM, 22 Subat-1 Mart 1977).

4.14. Ecevit Hiikiimeti ve Degisen Dinamikler

Tiirkiye’de hiikiimet degisikliginin ardindan Ecevit hiikiimetinin < "WYY L
yeniden goreve gelmesiyle Kibris miizakerelerinde yeni hikiimetin (“f}( M"GADE!I_Ei
simdiye kadarki dis politika yaklasimindan daha farkli bir anlayis
ortaya koyacagi yoniindeki uluslararasi toplum nezdindeki beklenti ve
aciklamalar, derginin simdiye kadar korunmasindan memnun oldugu
statiikoyu sikintiya sokacagi endisesiyle Kkarsilanir. Bu nedenle
neredeyse bir y1l sonra Kibris meselesi tekrar kapaga cekilir ve “Tiirk
milletinin Gézii iktidarda: Kibris'ta Tek Tarafli Taviz Verilemez”
mansetiyle bu endise duyurulur (YMM, 24-31 Ocak 1978). Cesitli
baskilarla da olsa Kibris meselesinin sonu¢ta Rumlara yarayacak tipte
bir federal devlet yaklasimiyla c¢o6ziilmesi yoniindeki ¢abalarin K h \t
kesinlikle kabul edilebilir olmadigini vurgulayan haber-yorum I I Is a
yazisinda ise hiikiimetin de dik durarak bu yoénde baskilara boyun tEk taraﬂl
egmemesini tavsiye eder (YMM, 24-31 Ocak 1978). taviz

/

Tirk Wileinin
gozii iktidarda

Gorevdeki Ecevit hiikiimetinin tlkedeki ekonomik zorluklar verilemez
nedeniyle muhta¢ duruma distiigli Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu
(AET), Amerika ve uluslararasi kredi kuruluslarinin baskisiyla Kibris'taki statiikonun degismesine yonelik
ortaya koydugu girisimlerin sorunun tekrar niiksetmesine yol acacagi endisesini yiiksek perdeden
dillendiren dergi, yaklasik alt1 ay sonra yeniden bir Kibris mangetiyle ¢ikar (YMM, 1-8 Agustos 1978). i¢
sayfadaki elestiri yazisinda ise hiikiimetin verdigi tavizleri, Kibris Tiirk Federe Devleti'nin (KTFD) sirtina
yikmaya c¢alisan kurnazligina da dikkat cekilir ve kendi maruz kaldigi baskiyir KTFD’ye yansitan
hiikiimetin, oranin da saglikli ve milli kararlar almasinin 6niine gectigi savunulur. Harekat sonrasi iskana
kapatilan Maras bdlgesinin tekrar iskana acilarak Rumlarin bélgeye doniisiiniin 6nlinii agmaya doniik
teklifi, Rumlarin kuzeydeki yerlesim yerlerinin tamamina geri déniisiiniin kapisini aralayacak, hayli
tehlikeli bir gelisme olarak yorumlanir. Hatta dénemin Kibris Rum Yénetimi bagkani Kiprianu'nun el
yukselterek konuyu sadece Ecevit'le miizakere edecegini bildirmesi ve Denktas’'in Kibrish Tiirkleri temsil
yetkisini haiz olmadigini iddia etmesi de bir baska tehlikeli girisim olarak anilir (YMM, 1-8 Agustos 1978).

Sonraki yazilarda da konu yine dogrudan kapaga tasinarak Yunanistan ve Rum tarafinin meseleyi
kendi lehlerine ¢6zmek adina uluslararasi bir mesele haline biirtindiirmekte ve Tiirk ordusunu fiilen
isgalci olarak gostermekte basarili oldugu (YMM, 31 Ekim-7 Kasim 1978), Kibris Tiirk Federe Devleti'nin
varligina iliskin hukuki bir garanti alinmadan mutabakat metinlerine imza atildigi (YMM, 29 Mayis-5
Haziran 1979), uluslararasi toplum nezdinde siirekli tavizler verilerek sahada alinmis askeri basarinin
karsiliginin bir tiirli alinamadigr (YMM, 24-31 Temmuz 1979), dénemin CHP hiikiimetinin ve kimi
siyasetcilerin engelleri karsin tek ¢oziimiin Kibris Tirkiiniin bagimsiz bir devlete sahip olmasi gerektigi
(YMM, 21-28 Agustos 1979: 4) gibi meseleler defalarca vurgulanir.

4.15. “Kibris Tiirkii Tiirkiye’den Karar Bekliyor?” — veniden® Rmilf
§
Dergide Kibris meselesine iliskin dikkate deger son yazi, BM'nin =% M GA_DELE

Tiirkiye aleyhine aldigi bir kararin verdigi iziinti ve kizginligin driind
olarak kaleme alinmis izlenimi veren ve “Kibris Tiirkii Tiirkiye'den Karar
Bekliyor?” mansetiyle yine kapaktan da (YMM, 27 Kasim-4 Aralik 1979)
duyurulan basyazidir. Kibris'ta adim adim gerileyen bir pozisyonunun
harekat sonrasi Tiirkiye hiikiimetlerinin basiretsiz politikalarindan ileri

geldigi savunulan basyazida, neyse ki KTFD lideri Denktas’'in tutarli bir milli

®
Kibris Turku
Turkiye'den
Karar Bekliyor
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yolda 1srar etmesiyle biisbiitiin kaybetme noktasinda olunmadigina siikredilir ve tiim aksi yondeki
cabalara ragmen Denktas’in Tiirklerin adadaki milli varliklarini giivenceye alma yoniinde kararl bir
sekilde durdugu iddia edilir (YMM, 27 Kasim-4 Aralik 1979).

Kibris halkinin olmadig1 ve adada iki milletin yasadigi, Kibris meselesinin ¢6ziimiinde hi¢bir toprak
tavizinin s6z konusu olamayacagi, Tirkleri 1961-1974 dénemine geri gotiirecek her tiirlii ¢6ziimden uzak
durulmasi gerektigi, Kibris Tirklerinin bagimsizlik ve 6zgiirlik miicadelesinin tiim diinyaya tanitilmasi
gerekliligi ve Kibris Tiirk Devletinin bagimsizliginin ilan edilmesinin aciliyeti seklinde bes maddeden
olusan bir yol haritasi tekrar en temel ¢6ziim yolu olarak sunulur (YMM, 27 Kasim-4 Aralik 1979).

Sonug¢

Yeniden Milli Miicadele dergisinin Kibris sorununa yaklasimi, metinde detayli olarak ele alindigi
lizere anavatanin jeopolitik giivenligi ve genel bir milliyet¢ci muhafazakar uyanis perspektifinden beslenir.
Dergi, Kibris meselesini sadece adadaki Tiirk varliginin miicadelesi olarak degil, Tirkiye'nin ulusal
¢ikarlari ve ideolojik durusu i¢in bir miicadele cephesi olarak gorir. Derginin sdylemlerinde zaman zaman
hamaset ve komploculuk gibi sag muhafazakar dilin genelinde goriilen problemler olsa da genel olarak
diplomatik teamdiillere ve devlet politikasina yon verme iddiasina uygun bir ciddiyete rastlanir. Bu dengeli
yaklasimin arkasinda, Yeniden Milli Miicadele hareketinin kurulusundan itibaren devlet erkdnina niifuz
etme ve devlet politikalarina etki etme hedefi tasiyan bir kadro hareketi olma {iilkiisiiniin 6nemli bir rolii
oldugu aciktir. Hareket, entelektiiel ve ideolojik bir kulugka merkezi olarak islev gorerek, Tiirk sag elitinin
6nemli bir kesimine yon verir ve fikirlerinin devlet ve toplum yapilarina niifuz etmesini saglar.

Bu cergevede, derginin Kibris konusundaki israrli yayinlari, sadece bir dis politika meselesini ele
almaktan ote, hareketin kendi ideolojik cercevesini ve “millilik” anlayisini topluma ve devlete yayma
cabasin bir yansimasidir. “Uciincii kutupluk” vizyonuyla hem kapitalist hem de komiinist bloklara karsi
alternatif bir durus sergileyen YMMH, Kibris meselesini bu vizyonunu somutlastirmak icin bir vaka olarak
kullanir. Ozellikle 1974 Kibris Barig Harekati sonrasi derginin coskulu ve yol haritasi niteligindeki
yayinlari, hareketin siyasi ve ideolojik hedeflerine ulasma yolundaki azmini ve kendine olan inancim
acikca ortaya koyar. Bu siireklilik ve kararlilik, derginin Tiirk siyasal yasaminda ve o6zellikle milliyetci-
muhafazakar diisiince geleneginde 6nemli bir referans noktasi haline gelmesine katki saglar.
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